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NA R R A T I V E 

O F T H E 

. Transactions in BENGAL. 


*TranJlation of a LettC7' from Nabob 
to the Govetmor, Dated March 26, 
1762, 


K^r^'^OUR friendly letter, dated 
^ Y the 17 th of Shaaban, I have 
received, and I rejoice at the 
news of your welfare. You wrote that, 
Mr. Ellis applied to Mharajah Raje- 
bullub, as Naib of Azimabad, and ob- 
tained from him a letter to Shujan Sing, 
the Kelladar of Morigheer, which he 
fent him; and that the Mharajah know- 
VoL. II. B ing 
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• 5 ng Iiimfelf .tp be.Naib, .wrote a letter 
,and gave it that the Kelladar would not 
fuffer the ferjeant to go into, the fort, to 
look after the foldiers, and made a diftur- 
bance for a trifling .ajffair ^ that I Ihould 
write a perwannah to the faid Kelladar, 
and order him to fuffer the fort to be 
fearched for the foldiers ; and that he be 
puniflied in cafe they be found there.” 

Whatever you write is proper : yet, 
from my firfl; acceflion to the govern- 
ment, I have perceived, that many Englifli 
gentlemen were ill affedled to me,, and. 
that the country was not in my own hands. 
The caufe of the difaffeftion of thole 
gentlemen I know not j you may. The 
caufe of the country’s not being in' my 
hands is this 3 that from the fadlory of 
Calcutta to Coflimbuzar, Patna and, 
Dacca, all. the Englilh chiefs, with their 
gomaftahs, officers and agents, in every, 
diftridl of the government, adt as col- 
ledtors, renters, .zemindars and taalook- 
dars, .and fetting up the Company^ 
colors, allow' no power to my officers. 
And- befldes this, the gomaftahs and o-- 

ther 
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tlier fcrvants in every 'diflridt, m every 
gunge, perganah and village, carry on 
a trade in oil, lifli, ftraw, bamboos, rice, 
paddy, beetle-nut, and other things ; 
and every man with a Company’s duftuck 
in his hand, regards himfclf as not Icfs 
than the Company. In this cafe I never 
can have any authority as long as I live. 
Ncverthclefs I believed, and alTured my- 
felf, tliat you would not liften to what 
flanderers might fay of my proceedings j 
and that whenever I write to you about the 
oppreflions of the gomaftahs, you would 
punifli and keep them within bounds. 
But now, from the letters wliich I have 
twice received from you, it is evident^ 
that whatever I write, you regard as a 
falfehood ; and that whatever thofe gen- 
tlemen write, with a view of vilifying 
me, and rendering me contemptible, 
that you give credit to. I have no re- 
medy. 

Rajebullub as Naib might have 
written, and given a letter about fuch 
an affair, when I was not within two or 
three days journey of Patna j but whilft 
B 2 I am 
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I am at hanS, what authority' has he to 
proceed in fuch an affair without rny 
knowledge ? Therefore he ffrongly de- 
nies that he wrote fiioh a letter, as you 
muff have known before this from his 
letter which I fent you. This circum- 
ffance ought to be enquired 'into j be- 
caiife, if he did write, and give fuch a 
letter, and then deny it to me, it is 
certain tliat. he' had a defign ;tb difturb 
the friendfliip between us / and in 'that 
cafe I will punifli him as he defe'rveis, as 
a warning to other'incendiaries. 

How could Shujan Sing give liberty 
'to any one to enter the fort ? There is 
. a great difference between fending a com- 
pany and a lingle ferjeant j lince, from the 
union betHyeen us,' I look upon the'Com- 
pany’s forces as iny own," and their forts 
and mine as the lame': in this bulinefs 
one note or oheferjeaht would ;have been 
fufficient. What occafion was there, for 
fending a' company ? I myfelf have never 
. entertained a European in tlie fort, and 
what power has Shujan Sing to entertain 
any without my knowledge ? , What fer- 
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vice could my altairs reap frorii four or 
five Europeans ? Or what important em- 
ployment could I give them, that I fliould 
offend my friends for fo trifling an occa- 
fion ? And fince I well know, and you 
yourfelf are fenfiblc, tliat if I fliould ap- 
ply to you for two or four hundred Eu- 
ropeans, you would immediately grant 
them ; why fliould I entertain four or 
five in fecret ? . And what is Shujan Sing's 
fault ? I have not allowed entrance into 
the fort ; the reafon is, that Mr. Ellis 
commits open a£ls of hoflility agaiiift 
me, raifes calumnies againfl me, , corre- 
fponds with my enemies, and inflead of 
a fingle letter fends two hundred feepoys; 
and all that he has written to you is ut- 
terly falfe. I have made a flridt enquir)'-, 
and I am certain there is not an Englifli 
defer ter in the fort of Mongheer. Till 
you and the gentlemen of the council 
do me juftice in this affair, and fend me 
fome perfon from Calcutta to enquire in- 
to it, and bring the flanderers to fliame, 
I will upon no account permit the fort 
to be fearched. That gentleman has in- 
B 3 vented 
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vented this falfe charge 'again‘ft‘'me. td« 
day j and you ' upon ^ Ms information, 
without any enquiry, order me to let the 
fort be fcarchcd.- Another day,-, if he 
writes that a dependant ' of yours, or an 
European^ is. concealed in my -tent: Of 
houfc, and that I am an enemy of the 
Company’s, you will believe him, mif- 
truft me, and order me to fuffer a feareh 
to be made tliere likev/ife.” 

B,xtra6i of a Letter from the Nabob to 
the Governor, Dated M-Tey 24, 1762. 

“ OU write me, that . by carry-* 
-fi- ing on fo long a correfpondence 
in fo trifling an affair, which is nothing 
more than, whether feareh fhall be made 
for fome European deferters ; from 
whence you perceive, it is the intention' 
of fome defigning perfons to breed a dif- 
fcnfion between me and the Company 5 
that if Shujan Sing had permitted the 
ferjeant to go into the fort, and look 
for the deferters, there would have been 
an end of the difpute that I Mould be- 
lieve you firm to the treaty and your cn- 

gagements, 
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gagements, nor hearken to the fnggef- 
tions of defigning perfons, but remove 
them from me.” 

Though I have ever continued firm 
to the treaty,' and to my engagements 5 
though I have maintained my faith to 
you inviolable witli my heart and foul ; 
and am refolved whilft I live to perfe - 
vere in the duties of friendfliip ; yet Mr* * 
Ellis, from his inveterate enmity againfi; 
me, invents falfchoods, and ^yrites them 
to you. It grieves me, that you fliould 
pay filch regard to what he writes, con- 
clude every thing that I write to be falfe> 
and flill tell me to let the fort be fearch- 
ed i and treat this affair, which is the 
greateft mark Gf indignity and diflrufi, 
as a trifle'. 

It is amazing you have not difeo- 
Vered who is the defigning perfon be- 
tween you and-me. I have no defign- 
ing perfon about me. If upon’ enquiry 
any fuch be difeovefed, I will punifli 
him as he deferves. If I v/rite, that fuch 
a perfon in your fociety is, the defigning 
man, you will not believe me.- Before 
B 4 this. 



8- . A Narrative of the 

this, I fen t you inclofed a letter of the 
Nabob Salar Jung’s, Naib of the Vizir, 
from thence you mull have feen what 
perfon is an enemy to my country and 
life. You are my prote£lor ; and your, 
chief fitting at Patna writes in enmity to 
me tothecourt; and proclaims with aloud 
voice in publick company, that ** l am 
going to the fouth, and that he will fend 
two thoufand Europeans, who fhall le- 
■ vel the fort of Mongheer with the earth ; 
that his Majelly is about to reftore the 
Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn, or the family 
of Serfraz Cawn j that- he has written. 

'' letters to the . Company, and it will be 
feen what anfwer will arrive.” -How 
long lhall I write on thefe matters ? Or 
what profit do I get by writing ?” 

"Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant Iron-r 
fide to the Governor. Dated 27, 
1762. . . , : 

“ T^ARLY this morning Mr; Haf- 
tings arrived at Mongheer. A- 
bout a mile and a half from the town 
he found a party of burs encamped, con- 
.. . . lifting 
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fifting of, one ferjeant, and a complcat: 
company of feepoys, who came fome.. 
time in February laft, .and remained 
here by order. • By a ftridt prohibition 
of the Nabob, produced by the Kella- 
dar, - they have been conftantly refufed 
admittance into the fort ; and whenever 
they approach the town, either Angle or 
in fmall bodies, the gates are always 
clofed againft them. The ferjeant men- 
tions to have received notice about the 
latter end of February of two Europe- 
ans, who were faid, by die town’s peo- 
ple, .to be then in die places but that 
he himfclf has never feen diem, nor 
heard of them Ance, any where, about 
the country. 

In confequence of yours and Mr. 
HaAiings’s orders, I was in the fort to- 
day for fome hours, the ferjeant and two 
feepoys' with me, who, as well as my- 
felf, were acquainted with the place. We 
difperfed feveral ways, and made a Airidt 
but ineffedtual fearch. 

One European indeed I met with, a, 
lame Frenchman, who has been along: 

. , while 
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r/hllc in the Nnhoh's fcrvicc j v/ho lofl 
itnnrm in it, and tells me, lie was fent 
to this garrifon about fix months ago. I 
examined this man very particularly 
concerning the deferters, and accompa- 
nied my queflions v.- ith promifes of free- 
dom, and a handfome rccom’pcncc, if he 
would difeover to me where they were : 
but he abfolutcly allured me, that tlierc 
was not only none here at pr'cfcnt, but 
tliat he had never feen a finglc Europe- 
an in the fort fmcc his coming. 

Upon enquiring in the town, tlic 
fame anfwcrs were returned. From 
thefe accounts I am apt to believe, what- 
* ever deferters may have taken fliclter 
there, they have been long gOne from 
thence. The extreme mifery of the 
wretch, to whom I offered the gratuity^ 
feems to confirm this opinion, fince he 
fcarcely would have rejedled fuch terms 
of protection and reward, for declaring 
what could in no manner affeCh him to 
his detriment. He is very anxious for 
his liberty, which Mr. Haftings intends 
to follicit for to the Nabob.” 
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Tran/n^fiom in Bengal. 

The Ailc of Mr. Ellis’s letters, was 
evidently calculated to infiamc the minds 
of fuch of the members of the Board, 
as had taken up the fame prejudices ii- 
gainflthe Nabob veith himfelf, and were 
ready to fccond his views. According- 
ly, upon all occafions, when thefe rc- 
prefentations were received from Patna, 
fomc- one was always ready to propofc 
the moft violent mcafurcs j for exam- 
ple, when advice was received from Mr. 
Ellis, of the feepoys being refufed ad- 
mittance into Monghcer fort, to fcarch 
for the deferters, it was propofed, that 
an additional number of troops iliould 
be fent to force an entrance ; and when 
Coja Antoon (fent down prifoncr by 
Mr. Ellis, for purchafing five maunds 
of falt-pctrc) arrived in Calcutta, it was 
moved by fomc, that he tliould be 
publickly whipped ; and Mr. Johnftone 
flrongly urged, that he jQiould have his 
cars cut off ; and as there was at this 
•time a large majority of the Board in 
this difpofition, or I may rather fay that, 
at this time, I had not even one to fup- 

port 
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port , me, I w.'is ,in continual apprdicn- 
ilons, that fonic violent mcafurcs would 
take place, and make an irreparable 
breach’ between ,us and the Nabob; I 
therefore made it my ftudy,, by modc- 
jation, to abate this violent fpirit which 
prevailed. I forbore to make any re- 
marks on the heps which liad been taken 
by Mr. Ellis, and could not then be re- 
medied ; and ratlicr feemed to approve 
of what was pafled, to prevent their 
going to greater lengths, and keep 
things quiet upon the footing tliey then 
were, until orders could be received 
from the Company. Guided by tliis 
principle, when Coja Antoon arrived in 
Calcutta, I joined with the reh of the 
Board, in approving of Mr. Ellis’s feiz- 
inghimj and by that conceffion, brought 
them to agree to his being fent back to 
the Nabob, and referred to him to be 
puniflied. In. the fame manner, when 
the feepoys, fent by Mr. Ellis to fearch' 
the-fort of Mongheer, were refufed ad- 
.mittancej and had polled themfelves at 
four or- live., miles diHance, I agreed; 

witli 
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with the Board, in ordering them to re- 
main tliere quiet, until an oflicer was 
admitted to fearch for the deferters ; and 
by repeated reprefentations to- the Na- 
bob, of the nccefiity of his acquiefeing 
fo far, at length obtained his ■ confent. 
This explanation of the reafons of my 
condudt, on thefe occafions, feemed ne- 
ceflary, as I think I am more liable to 
cenfurc, for having fo far approved of 
Mi\ Ellis’s unjuftifiablc proceedings, than 
for all the fupport I have given the Na- 
bob, in tlie cxercifc of his due authori- 
ty, although I have been frequently re- 
proached with having defended the rights, 
of his government, beyond the bounds 
of j'uftice. 

Notwithstanding all the af- 
. furanccs I could give the Nabob, he 
was made fo extremely uneafy by tliefc 
continual infults, that his own people, 
and the whole country, could not help 
obferving it. Thofe who were difafFedt- 
ed about his perfon, did not lofe the op-<' 
'‘portunity of encouraging his enemies by 
reporting, that the Englifli were on the 

point 
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point of breaking with him 5 , that thfey 
had fent an^arrhy againft Mongheer fort-/ 
tliat more forces' were coming up from 
■ Calcutta j-. and' that he, unable' to con^' 
tend with the Englifli, was^refolved not 
to. return from. the Bowjepoor country, ■ 
but retire into the D.eccan. At the fame 
time, . they were continually infmuating 
to the Nabob, that Mr. Ellis was.adluaU 
ly refolved to; attack him, 'and that Co ^ 
lonel.Cpote was corning up with the fame 
defign It is not to be wondered, that,, 
fuch. reports, corroborated by, the infults 
Mr. Ellis had adually committed; llioiild 
create in the Nabob ftrong fufpicionsi and. 

■' altho* 

■ About this time a conipiracy was detefled a- 
gainft the Nabob’s perfon j which was 'carried on 
by Seeteram Dewan, Sheik Sadoolla Jemmatdaf 
(two of the Nabob’s chief confidents) and Naraijj 
Sing, and Muttroomul Hircarras. It was difeo- 
vered by fome intercepted letters from the cohlpfra- 
tors to PulwanSi’ng, and the other rebel zemindars 
of Bowjepoor. I lhall infert only, one of them; ' 
■which will ferve to .fliev/, by tlie arguments naade 
life of, the unhappy , confequences of Mr. Ellis’s con- 
du£t, and the encouragement it gave to the Na- 
bob’s enemies. • , - 

Tranfation 
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altho’ I amperfuadedlieliad an entire con-r 
fidence in my friendfliip, and knew, that 
I hvould do .myutnioft to prevent any 
infringement of tlie agreement between 

' , . . ..... Ijini 

T'ranjlation of a Ldter ' from Seeteram'f^ Pul- 
wan Sing, the principal ^ow]c^obx Rajah, ' 

“T Long much to fee you, I have already wrote 
you the particulars, which you have doubt- 
lefs perufed. God grant you may foon return to 
your own country, and their is great probability 
that will foon happen, for the Nabob Coffim Alice 
Cawn, and the Europeans, are at variance.; and 
Mr. Ellis (chief of the Ehglilh faftory at Patna) and 
Gdorgheen Cawn, are great enemies to each other ; 
and Mr. Ellis .has fent an army of feeppys to take 
•Mongheer fort. In this fituation the Nabob cannot 
remain in this country. It appears, that he will 
take the Delly road, on account of the difputes 
between him and the Europeans. Shuja Dpwlawill 
Ihortly be in pofieffion of this province, and you 
will be in poffeffion of your zemindarree ; fo make 
yourfelf quite eafy.” 

As foon as the Nabob had polTeffion of thefe let- 
ters, he fummoned Seetcram into his prefence y 
charged him with his crime, in the prefence of 
feyeral hundreds of people, many of them pf dif- 
tindlion, who were aflembled on this occafion, and 
prpduccd other proofs of his guilt, He appealed 

to 
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Iiim and the Company j yet he had ex- 
perienced that my power was not 
cicnt, and that he depended, as he ob- 
ferved in feveral of his letters, on the 
will of many, and fome of thofe his ir- 

reconcileable enemies i 

Nothing is fo‘ difficult as to re- 
move ffifpicions of this kind when once 
' they have taken root, efpccially if there 
be any advifers who ’ have an intereil in 
fomenting the quarrel. In fuch a cafe, 
every affiirance of friendffiip is repre- 
fented as a defign to deceive and un-- 
guard, and then to take an advantage ; 
and -when fuch reprefentations can be 
ftrengthened with notorious inftances of 
recent affronts, there, is hardly a poffi- 
bility they ihould not gain credit. 

• Whilst 

to the aflembly for their fentence on him, which 
was unanimous, that he was guilty, and deferVed 
to fufFer death ; and he was executed accordingly. 

A few days after Narain Sing, and Muttroomul, 
.underwent the fame trial, and the fame fate. Sheik' 
Sadoolla, 'who was encamped at fome diftance, re- 
fufed to obey the fummbns. The Nabob detached 
a body of forces againft him, with orders to bring 
him before him alive or dead. He ftood upon hi$ 
defence, and was killed. 
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Whilst thefe commotions were en- 
couraged at Patna, the enemies of the 
Nabob were not idle below ; they in- 
vented a large parcel of letters, ' and 
handed them to Mr. Batfon, chief of 
Coffimbuzar, as copies of a correfpon- 
dence between the Nabob, his uncle 
Torab Alice Cawn (who was his deputy 
at Moorfliedabad) and Coja Petrus,, an 
Armenian merchant of Calcutta. Thefe- 
Mr* Batfon tranfmitted to the Board ; 
they brought with them many marks of 
forgery, but one in particular, which 
was fufficient to convince me, as they 
fpoke of a man, who was faid to have 
been fent with a meffage from the Na- 
bob to me, of which man and meffage 
I had never heard. However, all my 
affurances had little weight with minds 
filled with fuch warm prejudices j and 
it had well nigh been refolved to feize 
Coja Petrus, and - all his papers, upon 
no better evidence than thefe fuppofed 
copies, although confuted by their own 
contents. However, it v.’-as agreed to 
proceed on an enquiry with the greateh 
-- VoL. II. C fecrecy, 
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fecrecy, in ordef to arrive at fome proof j •: 
blits the more' we enquired,'^ the ftronger ^ 
was thes^appearanoe of fotgery^ although!- 
we couldj, not politively trace it tO the' • 
firll author. ' ‘ ", 

. Such pains taken to fow dilTenfions 
and jealoufies' on both iidesj ■ could not 
fail.tojproduce a quan’el, and that very, 
fliortly. Although the Nabob confent- 
. ed to all that I propofed, with reipedl to 
Goja.Antoon,-.that he.ihoUld be difmif-,' 
fed ‘ his-fervice y and with. refpe£t to ; the 
deferters> ’ that an officer fent .by me 
fliould fearch the fort of Mongheer. Yet 
fuch reiterated affronts left upon , his 
mind a fixed refentment and extreme 
uneafinefs, and gave him an unhappy in-’- 
ftance of the flrength of the party op- 
pofed to him, and of my inability to fe- 
cure him againfl their open and fccret 
defigns. And on our part/ although I 
was convinced myfelf,thattheNab6b had 
neither the means nor the inclination to 
fet himfelf up againft us ; yet fo many 
reports were fpread abOut of an approach- 
ing rupture, that many muft nedcffarily 

be 
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be deceived j fome for want of an op- 
portunity of being better informed, and 
more by depending on the information 
of fuch, as were always willing to be- 
lieve what they widied, and therefore 
gave that turn to every piece of intelli- 
gence however inconfijdcnt with rcafon. 


SECTION IX. 

Mr. Haftings’s Deputation to the Nabob. 
The State and Caufes of the Difputcs 
between the Officers of the Govern- 

I 

ment, and our Agents in the inland 
Trade, 

l^eqfons of this Deputation. Inf ru 6 f lorn 

to Mr. Haftings. — Mr. Amyatt r ilfij- 
tion Jor an additional Claife. — Debate 
and Opinion thereupon. —I’he Clattfe a- 
greed to. — Copy of it. — Mr. Amyatt’r 
further Minute. — Mr. Haftings ar- 
rives at the Nabob!/ camp. — The Na- 
bob'/ Anfoer to the Board' s .Mef age. 
^Mr. Haftings endeavours ineffeBualJy 
to reconcile Mr. Ellis voith the Nabob. 

C 2 •—Too 
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— T'wo Letters on that SubjeSf^. — Let- 
: ter from Mr. Hayings to the Board. 
— Several . Letters between Mr. Haf- 
tings and Mr. Vanfittart. — Letters 
from the Board to Mr. Haftings and 
Mr. Ellis. — Mr. Ellis’.r Aiifwer. — 
Life of the Lifputes between the Na- , 
' bob j Officers and our Agents. — Letters 
on that SubjcEi between Mr. Vanfittart 
and Mr. Haftings. — Mr. Haftings re- 
. turiis /o Calcutta. — -Complaints from the 
Nabob <7;;^ his officers y regarding our 
Agents and (domafahs. 


TT^HINGS could not ftand long up« 
' .'A on the point to which, they were 


hqw'brought. Every word and a^on , 
' of the Nabob’s was conftrued into a de- 


clafatidn of a defign againft the Englifti ; 
and particularly from the chief and coun- ' 
cil at Patna fuggeftions of this kind were 
frequent; whilft, on the part of the Na- 
bob, every ordinary motion of ours was 
reprefented to him in fuch colors, as 
- would moft add to his apprehenfions of 
our intending to break with- him. This 

lurking 



'Trdt^aSiwns m Bengal. 21 

lurking difeafe, if not ipeedily removed, 
niuft foon break out with violences and 
the moft effedtual .reniedy I judged, 
would be to fend a perfon, . in whdmVthe 
Nabob had great confidence, to afliire 
him, that his fufpicions of our intend- 
ing to break with him were groundlefs ; 
'to defire him not to give ear to thofe 
who ftudied to reprefent every thing in 
the word; light j to advife him to forget 
what had palTed between him and Mr. 
Ellis s and finally to endeavor to bring 
about a reconciliation between them \ in 
which good work I hoped Mr. Ellis 
"would readily join. With thefe ’ views 
I prppbfed to the Board, to feiid Mr. 
Haftings on a deputation to the Nabob ; 
which was agreed to, and the following 
infiirudtioris prepared. V . 



' Copy of the Governor^ and Council’s Iti-r 
' '^'fnidlionsto Dated Cal- 

cutta, 'March 15, 1762; • . 

T^T'E have obferved, for fome time 

• V V ■ paft, an uneafihefs of jealoufy 
an'the Nabob’s conduct, which- we' can 
attribute to nothing but the falfe reports 
arid reprefentations of mifchievous per- 
fons j and being defirous of convincing 
him, that we with for nothing more, 
than to preferve the prefent' tranquility 
of the country, to avoid alb dilputes> 
and to conform to the terms of the trea- 
ty fubfifting between him and the Com- 
pany. We think proper to depute you, 
in ayhbm the Nabob has great confi- 
dence, to make him thofe aliuranc'es on 
our behalf. . 

At the fame time we fiiould be ex- 
tremely glad to difcover who have been 
the fecret authors of this growing jea- 
loufy. We imagine, there may be fome 
as well amongfi; the perfons living under 
bur protection, as about the Nabob’s 
perfon. You may afliire the Nabob, that 
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we fhall. feverely punifh thofe who be- 
long b us> whenever we can fix the 
guilt j and you will llrenuoufly recom- 
mend to him to do the fame on - his 
part 

The fooner. you can fet out on this 
commiffion the better, that the bad ef- 
feils,- which the want of confidence be- 
tween us and the Nabob might occahou 
in the country, may be prevented.” 

: The. next Council day but one, Mr. 
Amyatt made a motion in the following 
terms. 

Mr;. Amyatt recolledts the Prefi* 
dent mentioned, that twenty lacks of 
rupees were promifed by Coffim Alice 
Cawn to the Board j but that he would 
^not confent to this money *s being re- 
received till the debt to the Company 
was paid : as that is now fatisfied, Mr. 

. Amyatt is of opinion, it iliould be made 
. a part of Mr. Haftings’s inftrudions, to 
endeavor to recover the promifed twen- 
ty, lacks of rupees ; -and when recover- 
C 4 ed. 
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ed, that inftead of being diftributed a-* 
mongft .tlie members of the Board, which 
could not fail raifing a fufpicion, that our 
affents to the revolution were bought, 
the money fliould be brought to the cre- 
dit of the Company.” 

' As Mr. Amyatt could not fincerely 
think the Company had a right to make 
fuch a demand upon the Nabob, it is 
impolTible to affign any other reafon for 
this motion, than an intention of fruf- 
Yrating, by fo unjuft and vexatious a dif- 
pute, the good end propofed from Mr. 
Haftings’s deputation, and effedlually 
Shutting up all the ways of. reconcilia- 
tion,’ by a demand, which' every' oiie 

■ knew the Nabob would rejedt with afto- 
jihhment. However, Meffieurs John- 

. ftone and Hay joined heartily in this 
Fernand j and whether they thought ma- 
. jor .Carhac’s, opinion would add weight 
. to. their,: refolutions, or, whether they 
, .were unwilling to depriv^ him of a fliare, 
in every opportunity of infulting the 

■ Nabob i or whether it was the major’s. 

. own 
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oWii'defire to be a party on this occafion, 
-it was moved that he fhould be called 
to-the Board, although it is very certain, 
according to the Company’s regulations^ 
he could not fit tliere on fuch a fubjedt,’ 

■ • The 

- The following is the fubllance of the debate, 
upon the motion for calling major Carnic to the 
iBoard upon this occafion. ■ 

Mr. Johnftone moves, that the opinion of the 
colonel and major ftiould be alked, with regard to 
the inftrudlions to be given to Mr. Haftings. 

The queftion being put, whether the colonel 

■ and major fhould be defired to attend f ■ 

Mef. Hay, Johnftone and Amyatt-are of'dpl- 
nion, the Company’s intention, iii their fixty-tliird 
paragraph, mentioning military affairs and' matters, 
relative thereto, implies, that colonel Coote and 
' rhajor Cafnac are to be prefent, and confulted ia 
' affairs of fuch publick nature, as deputations, id- 
-liances, and in drawingup inftrudlions, for whoever 

■ may be fent in fuch publick charadtef, on the part 
of the Boarjd,. when the national .honor, and . the 
Company’s bufmefs, are interefted. The Governor 
■thinks, that the Company’s inftruflioris, in the 
ftxty-fourth' paragraph of their commands, of the 
■.13th of March, 1761, are very plain, that neither 

colonel Coote, nor major Carnac, are members ei- 
ther of the Board, or Seledl Committee, excepting 
in' cafes where rhilitary affairs only are under de- 

bate. 



26 .-.N A R R A T I V.E: ofx-th'e\^ 

: ; : T H E opinions - given by the feverai 
members,; 'and- by myfelf, with, reipedt 
to the : propofed demand,^ were, thefe fol“ 
lowing. .. , 

, ’ Mr. s Minute., 

. As it. appears to me, from the . Pire- 
fident’s declaration, that the bond for 
this;money was given to the members of 
the Board, that were then.i.preient in 
'Galcutta> and : that Mr. . Holwell. was 
one of them ) from its being the only 
advantage gained ,by the treaty with Cof- 
hrn. Allee Cawn, except his prornife to 
get the Nabob Meer Jaffier Alice Cawn 
to make over the revenues of the lands, 

■ ' : now' 

bate. Thefe are the words of the Company's let- 
ter, and need no explanation ; and are apparently 
intended to limit the meaning of the word relative^ 
which ftands in the foregoing paragraph, and which 
can be underftood only of negotiations to be carried 
on with any foreign power, with a view' to fome pro- 
jc(3;cd military operation. He thinks the' inftruc- 
tions to Mr, Haftings are no ways relative to mili- 
tary affairs j yet it is not at all difagreeable to him 
to have the advice of thofe gentlemen, if the reft 
of the Board think it will be for the good of the 
Com'pany.” 
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how poflelTed by, the Company, for the 
maintenance of our troops in his fer- 
vice I and that the only expence and rilk 
of putting in Coffim Allee Cawn, for 
which he promifed and gave a bond 
for thefe twenty lacks, muft fall on the 
Company. I think, that they have an 
undoubted right to the money, and that 
it fhould be demanded of the Nabob on 
their accounts and in cafe he refufes 
payment on account of the bond’s being 
returned, tliat he ihould be made to un- 
derftand, that it was returned without 
proper authority, and not by an order of 
the Board.” 

Mr. Johnftone’j Minute . 

Mr. Johnftone thinks Mr. Hafl- 
ings fhould be diredted to afk this fum, 
promifed by Coffim Allee Cawn, in con- 
fequence of fervice to be rendered him 
by the reprefentatives of the Company, 
and. by their power and influence, which 
may therefore be confidered as the Com- 
pany’s due } otherwife, the proceedings 
of tlieir fervants, in the advancement of 

'Coffim 
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Cofiim Alice Cawri", woiilli be liable to 
tlie fiilpicion, that their motives were 
other thaii' thofe they have declared; 
that when Coffim Alice Cawfi tendered 
his bond to the members then prefent in 
Calcutta, the Conripany might have ex- 
pedted their agents to have accepted and 
transferred it to their account, from the 
fame fpirit of difintereftednefs, as the 
only immediate advantage then offered, 
elpecially as the Company ran the riik,' 
and Supplied the force and expence re- 
quired for' this revolution and he joins 
in’ opinion with Mr. Hay, tliat as the 
bonds Were not returned by a regular 
deed of' the council, the amount may 
tiill be demaiided, and recovered of the 
Ndbob.*''' '• ' ' ■ ■ ; 

' " MA'jor Carnac is of opinion, the 
ddhiaiid pTopofed to be made to the Na- 
^bbb,’ by'Meffieurs Amyatt, Johnftbne, 
and'Hay, of the twenty lacks, ought to 
bd done, were it only in juftification of 
thernfeives i for, however inn’dcehb the 
gentleraenV of the Boa,rd niay be, , me 
world probably iih'agines, that they have 
■ -all 
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all recdved fome pecuniary confidera- 
tion, in return for having appointed Cpi^ 
fim Alice Cawn ^ to_ the ^ Sub^darree ; 
whereas, from this, demand being. made, 
the contrary will appear upon record. , , If 
the Nabob refufes, which I think he 
will and ought, we are juftified at, once j 
and if he grants it, there is fo much 
gained to the Company.” , , 

' ‘Hhe PreiidentV Minute. 

That a right judgment may,, be 
forrned, whether the demand propofed 
by Mr. Amyatt, to be. made upon.^ tlie 
Nabob of twenty lacks of rupees is^rea- 
fonable or not ? It feems neceffaiy. to..re.r 
cite here all the circumftances of .me 
cafe, on which he would found the clairn. 
I haye. informed the Board .more than 
once, and particularly in. confultatipn 
January 12, 1761, that -.Coffim Allpe 
Cawn (now the Nabob) .at the time .of 
concluding the treaty with .him, in th.e 
month of September, 1760, defired to 
make a prefent to rnyfelf* and the 
other gentlemen of the Selefl Commit- 
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tcc, then lit Calcutta. I have as often 
mentioned, that I immediately and ab- 
folutcly declined the faid offer, for my-, 
fclf and the rcfl of the gentlemen, ob- 
ferving to Co/fim Alice Cawn, that in 
tlic agreements entered into with him, 
we had no other view, but tlic rcflorinjr 
order to the country, and fettling a more 
certain fund for fuppiying the unavoid- 
able cxpcnccs of die Company, then fo 
ill provided for, that our troops at Pat- 
na had been feme months without their 
pay; at the fame time, that the Nabob’s 
own affairs were in fo diflrcffed a condi- 
tion, that he was every day in danger of 
lofing his life, by the mutinous attempts 
of his troops. 

The paper which Coflim Alice Cawn 
delivered me, containing this propoial, I 
returned the very moment I had read it. • 
It was wrote in Perfian ; and, to the befl 
of my recolledlion, was to the follow- 
ing purport : That three months af- 

ter his appointment to the neabut, or de- 
puty government, under the Nabob, Jaf- 
fier Alice Cawn,; he Vv'ould give twenty ^ 

' lacks 
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hckj vi' ruprc'-^ t*i Mcfncurr- Vr.nfit-* 
Holv. cll, C'.in.’AK!, Sunuicr and 
i\i'G\virc.“ d’hckc t’uisr r.^ntlcmcn 
tirclv a?i’rnvcil <jr snv ri-dVA.’-d of iht*. of- 

4 4* * 

fcr ; n’jd wii.u I fadd on ihc ofcarum to 
Coffini Alice Cnv.:?, whes w.u innvcvcr 
a jNnr'd ilc.,1 f.srprr.'rf* andi uncafv at it. 
Af!cp.vaff5< at MMrsrrtJcduk.td, v, hett Jaf- 
iVrr -AHcr Cav.'n dcolarcil hi^. rcfolutiori 
to retire to CAdL-uitA, .v.u\ t'olTun Alice 
C.nvn wr/ prorl.dro.cd f-idv/n. of tlic pro- 
vince’', he rrnc’.vcd the fame offer, ;nul 
I ar.d.n declined it in tlsc f.'.rnc tertns, 
.ndjd.isrp. that if l;c ‘fnjnd Idinfelf cnpr.Mc 

of raiftna inonev ctiour.h to anfwcr ih.c 
* * ^ 

nicnuhly peymettf^ (if tlic CA>n',pao.v''s 
lialancc. and f.nl?!V the troonc of |;.dlcr 

» k »■ 

Alice Cawn, and hr.tl imfok;. anv thini>- 
to fparc, he nilpht rnr.kc tisc Company 
a prcfeni of free lac k:' over and r.hovchis 
aprccmcrits, to he fent to hladr.r-, to 
liclp to dcfr.ay th-c expeneof of the army 
htfore Pondicherry j to \v)dc:h he imme- 
diately confented. 

Aaor'r two month? after, the Na- 
bob fci'.t me a compliment of a bill for 

d. 

25,000 
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25,000 rupees, upon the occafioii of the. 
birth of my fon. I laid this before the 
Board, in confultation January .12, 1761,. 
and declared, that as I had rejected for 
myfelf, and. the other gentlemen of the 
Seledt . Committee, ail offers of private 
emoluments, and' had not received •. a 
lingle rupee from the Nabob, fo neither 
would I, while a doiibt fublifted with 
relpedl to the money he had engaged to 
pay the Company; .‘or the long arrears of 
his predecelfor’s troops j accordingly, the 
25,000 rupees'were .paid into the. Com- 
pany’s treafury. . . . 

Since that, the Nabob has, by fur- 
priling diligence in the regulation of the 
affairs of his governrnent, difcharged not 
only .the payments due to the Company, 
with the addition' of the promifed five 
lacks, but has alfo fatisfied. his prede- 
cefibr’s and his own troopsi notwith- 
ftanding.the ceflion to- the Company, of 
Burdwan, Midnapopr; and Chittagong, 
made a yery large dedudtion from, his- 
revenues. - ' 


The 
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T II E amount the Company have re- 
ceived from the Nabob, is about twenty- 
fix lacks of Sicca rupees ?&per receipt 
in full, entered after, confultation Fe- 
bruary 8, 1762. And from the faid 
countries ceded as before-mentioned, we 
have received to the 311! of January 
laft, above fifty- three lacks of current 
rupees J-, as per abfiiradted account tranf- 
mitted to the honourable Court of Di- 
redlors by -the Warren. After this, I 
cannot fee upon what pretence we can 
demand of the Nabob a further fum of 
twenty lacks of rupees. If, we were in 
.diftrefs for money for carrying on the 
.Company’s affairs, and were on that ac- 
count under a neceflity of requefting of 
the Nabob to lend us fuch a fum, I have 
.that opinion of hirn, as to think that he 
would comply witli the requeft if in his 
power i or even give it, if fuch an ap- 
plication was to be made to him as a fa- 
vor requefted for the Company. 

* A Sicca rupee is worth about 2 s. 8 cl. i-, reck- 
.oning the current rupee at 2 s 41!.’ 

. f A current rupee is reckoned wortli 2 s. 4 d. 

.. yoL- II. D . And 
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Akp on die other hnnd, if' the de- 
mand of fucli a fum is fet up without 
the Icafl plea, I think he will not only 
excufe himfelf from complying with fo 
unreafonablc a claim, but will alfo look 
tipon it as a mark, that we arc not in- 
■clincd to obfciTc on our part tlic treaty 
Avhich he has fo vrcll fnlhllcd on his ; 
■and in which it is agreed,' that tyc diall 
aflc nothing more than the monies there- 
in prbinifcd, and the ccllions therein fri- 
pulatcd. ■ Confequcntly fuch a demand 
Avould very much add to the uncalinefs 
which the Board have of late obfcrved 
in the Nabob, and which, one and. all, 
liave cxprelTcd a dehre of finding out 
the caufc of, and removing. TJie de- 
mand now propofed tends to aggravate 
that uneafinefs inftead of removing it-, 
i hope fuch is not Mr. Amyatt’s view in 
making the propofal ; ' but it is -hard to 
conceive from what motive it can have 
proceeded. "Certainly it is not -from 
pure regard to the Company, -nor from 
any conviction of the jufhiefs of the 
claim -; for he never thought of Olfering 

the 
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tlie Company what he received of the 
Nabob Jaffier Alice Cav/n’s prefent to 
the Council and Committee j nor ever 
gave it as his opinion that the Company 
had a right to it. 

For my, own part, I think that nei- 
ther the Company nor. I, nor any other 
perfon, have any other claim or deniand 
upon the Nabob of any fort, that there 
is not even an appearance of Juftice in 
Mr. Amyatt’s propofal, and that the pro- 
fecution of it could have none but bad 
confequences.” 

^ V 1’ 

The Majority of the Board agree- 
ing, that the propofed demand fliould be 
made upon the Nabob, the following 
poftfeript was accordingly added to Mr. 
Haftings’s inftrudxions. 

And v/e further diredt you, to ap- 
ply to the Nabob for the twenty lacks 
of rupees, the amount of the bond he 
gave at the time the treaty, was made 
with him, to the members of the Seledl 
Committee then prefent in Calcutta to 
D 2 which 



cWlfich -'fiim/^''fnotwithftaiidirig''-tliey te- 
■.turned 'the bond, /^e conceive the; 6om- 
^anyv haveo.a 4itle.f. ' Youiwill therefore 
sufe yotin beft endeavors'! to irecover ithe 
-fame'.ab (foon' as^poffible, as the tranqui- 
iity ofr.’the > country,; by the . fuccefs' of 
(ouri’arms, has;uhdoubfedly enabled hini 
itoidifcharge/the above obligation.” ; 

.s; ;j, :v, ; -.rU. 

i 

;'rirMr. Arriyatt Judging it necelT^.jtb 
.makq.^fpme-reply to-,the-:arguments conr 
.tained, in: piy minute, . it is • here, ihfert-i- 
.ed, , left it; ihould be faid, , that , any thing 
is, omitted,;; although not rnateriahto.-' the 
prefect' fubjeft. , . '• / i,,-i 

Ul ;f f'- J--. r/:;; r ' ; -M-i ■ 'ivi' 

.;v-^ »/ ,The, minute- given , in .by, the, Preli- 
.jdent the cad.^of March,, has not in.-the 
Jeaft altered the -.lentiments of Mr. ■•Ar 
;myattj,- in, regard , to the dernand , pro- 
ippfed, by. him to be made, from. Coffim 
,AUee.-;Cawn, ; of the-, twenty , lacks ; of 
r.upees fori.the.ufe.of, the Company,-, as 
die ifinds nothing, in the minute to inva- 
lidate, .the, reafon.-vvhich induced him to 
propofe that the demand Ihould bemade; 

nor 
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nor did any,tninute,pr expreffion df.Mc. 
.Vanfittairt’s ’everrimply fuchi money iwas 
not to-be received, but' the contrary, 'and 
:only. refted - the ; payment ;:o£ it :to the 
Nabob’s generofity,- after his other rex- 
pences were defrayed, which was not 
rifking much ; for . while we remain fo 
powerful, in this country, fuch a promife 
the Nabob will look on as binding as a 
bond, and the taking a bond nii'ght 
-have bad appearances 5 for it is acknow- 
ledged, that a paper was received' from 
him, containing a promife of twenty 
lacks of rupees to MelT. Vanfittarti Caif- 
laud, Holwell, Sumner, and McGwire. 
Now it is not to be imagined, that he 
would have' offered fo large a fum to thefe 
gentlemen, to the exclufion of the other 
members of the Council and Seledt Com- 
mittee (an offer before unprecedehfe’d) 
but as a. confideration to engage theih' 'to 
conclude with him a treaty, from whence 
he was to reap fo much advantage, with- 
out regarding the opinions' of the fell of 
the Board. As therefore they could havb 
no right to 'receive' money upon 'fuck 
- D 3 terms,i 
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terms, and Mr. Amyalt is willing to bc-^ 
lieve they have' not; if they thought 
proper of thcmfelvcs to fign a treaty on 
the part of our Honorable Matters, the 
confidcration for fo doing ought to be 
paid to .thofc v/lio were to be the only 
lofci'S, in cafe of ill confeqiiences arifing 
thencefrom. 

T II E parallel between the prefent re- 
ceived by Mr. Amyatt in common with 
the whole Board, as well as with the 
army and navy ; and this of twenty lacks, 
intended' for five gentlemen only, is as 
unjuft, as it would be to make a parallel 
between the two revolutions ; the one 
eftablithed in confeqiicnce of tlie over- 
throw of a common enemy ; the other 
in diredl' breach of the former engage- 
ments ; the adl of only part of the 
Council, and to which, had all the mem- 
bers been confultcd, the majority would 
'probably have objedled. Mr. Amyatt 
wilhes he could agree with the Prefi-r 
dent, that the Nabob is well difpofed 
towards us ; if that were the cafe, there 
would be no necefilty at this time of our 

. fending 
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fending Mr. Haflings up to, him. The 
whole tenor of his condudl demonftrates 
tlie contrary j he is keeping up, and 
daily increafiiig a rabble of an army, at 
an immenfe cxpcnccj v/hich he can do 
from no other motives, but from diftruft, 
and a defire of being independent of us, 
as he may command, by virtue of the 
treaty, , the fervice of our troops for all 
occafions. He now remains at the ex- 
tremity of the country, through his fuf- 
picions of usj and in order to* be at a 
greater diftance from our fettlcmcnts, has 
determined on removing the feat of his 
government to Rajemahl ; and indeed it is 
no wonder he fliould entertain thefe fuf- 
picions, as he can have no fccurity that 
we will keep our faith with him, bet- 
ter tlian we did with his father-in-law, 
to whom we were bound by engage- 
ments, more folemn than thofc fince en- 
tered into with him j nor can he ever 
acquit himfclf of his own treacheiy to 
Jaffier Alice Cawn, which mud: ever 
keep alive the fufpicions now burning in 
his heart. Mr. Amyatt docs not allow 
D 4 the 
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theifmaJIeil', degree .. of merit- to. "Goffinr: 
Allee Cawn, for; -Having r-difcharged the:’ 
pajments due to the Company and his; 
troops '/' his Being in a condition to dp ' 
fo, was entirely owng . to the' happy 
change of alfairs - by - the defeat of the 
Shahzada.^ - -The - fame fucceis - - would - 


have equally /enabled- Meer Jaffier to do 
fo. ><:'But'm6reover;’'Coffim -Allee Cawn ' 
hasUaken: the? opportunity ’ ’of the tran- ' 
quility of/.the country,' to commit the 
moR unheard of exactions and oppreffi- - 
oriSip and (as a ’further proof "of his re- 
gardt for us) -more particularly againft’ 
fuchias were our avowed friends ; Ram-. ‘ 
narain,- with many others, - are now the ' 
unhappyinftances thereof, by the giving ' 
up of whom, and becoming in every 
thing 'fince ■ fubfervient to , the Nabob’s 
views, without keeping up any irit'ereft " 
or, friendfliip with- any other of the lead- ■ 
ing'inenan the country 5 there is -riot a 
man of any rank or cbhfequence, as dare 
fo'rnuch^as vifit, or have the leaft con- 
nedlion with any of our chiefs or com- 
' p.K'.r;-,- ,..i. r,': / mandets, 
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mah'ders, as their letters to the Board at 
different times can tcftify.” , ■ 

To which I only anfwered thefe few; 
words to clofe the fubjedl. 

. “The Prefident begs leave to ob-i:- 
ferve, that the treaty entered into witli- 
Coflim Allee Cawn, properly came un- 
der the province of the Seledt Corhmit-l 
tee, and all tlie members thereof, who; 
w;ere prefent in Calcutta, were unani-. ' 
mous in tlieir opinion of it., As:to the: 
remarks on the confequences of tliat* 
treaty, they are the fame as have alrea--; 
dy been often mentioned ; .and upon.', 
■which ,we may exped; fliortly the fen- 
tirnents and diredions of our Honorable: 
Mafters.” , ■ , 

Mr. Haftings fet out the 9th. of A-, ■ 
pril on this commffion, and arrived at Pat- . 
na the fecond of the month following 
here he expedled to have met Mr. Ellis, , . 
and to have conferred with him- upon ther; 
fubjedl of that gentleman’s late difputes 
with the Nabob; but . he,- was vthen atiT 
Singia, acountry-houfe aboutfifteen miles 

diftant 
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diftant from the fadory ; and continued 
there during the whole time of Mr. Haft 
tings’s hay. at Patna> which was five days. 
Difappointed of this interview, Mr.Haf- 
tings proceeded to Serferam, where the 
l^abo'b' then lay encamped, and delivered 
to, him the fubhance of the commifiion, 
which he had received from the Board. 
The Nabob ;exprefled ', much offence at 
the charge. of his having iheWn a jea- 
loufy of the Englifli, and lifiened to the 
fuggehions of thofe who flrove to. create 
a. mifunderhanding between him and the 
Company. He declared with warmth, 
that though he had caufe to complain of 
individuals amongft tlie former, yet he 
regarded the Englifh in general ' as . his 
beft Triends, • and the Company as his 
fiipport ’j and that he knew of no perfon 
that firove to create a mifunderflanding 
betw;een him and the Company but Mr. 
Ellis, repeating all the grievances which 
he had fuffered from that gentleman. 
He afterwards gave Mr. Haftings a reply 
in writing,’ to the meffage which he had 
brought, in the following terms. . 

T^ranjlation 
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view. 
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gentlemen, -the agreement I .made 
3yitlyyou> , in relation to the affairs of the 
.Company^ 'j ..wherein, when. I, agreed to 
glvp,.^,then:i: the -three provinces of Burd- 
y^an , . .&c. you promifed, on their part, 
.^d .gayedt me in writing, that after hav- 
ing, received thefe provinces, you would, 
not afk a, 3., farthing more of me. 

Having accordingly fully complied 
yvith , my agreements, I did befides, at 
the inflance and dehre of Mr. Vanfittart, 
^d of my own free will, give the Compa- 
ny five.lacks, of, rupees, over and above j 
willing thereby to , give Mr. Vanfittart 
a,, credit w^ith the Company, and that 
they might' regard me as their friend' in 
eyery refped. By the grace of God, I 
haye, compleatly fulfilled the treaty, and 
have, not, in, a fingle inflance, deviated 
from -it..'. Y et, gentlemen, notwithfland- 
ing .this -treaty you folemnly made with 
me, and . ..ratified with the feal of the 
.Cprupany, you now demand a fum of 
money , from rne, which; I have never 

borrowed 

L';S- III;’ ^hci original -■ <7 th'e.'fortieth part of a 

rupee. 
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liorrowed ' of -you,- nor* obliged ’ hiyfelF ‘ to 
pay 5 nor have 3fOu, ' iii any maii'd'er/^ tlie 
4 eafl: claim on me. I owe nobody ‘a Hn- 
gle rupee, nor will I pay your 'demand; 
This new cuftom which you are endea- 
voring to fet up, in violation of the trea- 
ty jDetween- us, this cuftonl' fo calcii^ 
lated for raifing a difturbance, I will 
■not admit nor hear of. ' 

You fay, that I fliould remove out'of 
my mind, whatever jealoufy I may hav6 
of the Englifli. This particular furpriz- 
cd me much ; for from what, that I have 
faid, does this jealoufy appear? And who 
has reported fuch a falfehood to you ? 
It is proper that you fliould make diie 
enquiry into this affair. I have before 
wrote to the Governor, of the proceed- 
ings of your dependents ; and it is the 
way of the world, that amongft fathers 
and fons, brothers, friends and intimates^ 
differences will fometimes arifev but 
foon give place to friendfliip and bene- 
volence ; nor were any of thefe matters 
of fuch confequence, that from them 
you fliould • fufpedt my ■ fincerity, ^ : and 

fend 
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;^hd;me ,a meffage fo different from the 
.rules .and.. language. of friendfliip/ ; . , 

' . .Yi'd u are pleafed to. fay, /there are mif- 
chievous and malevolent men, .who pro- 
pagate fcandalousftories. oftyou, gen- 
tlemen. , I jiay.e before, wrote repeated- 
ly, that whatever villain, in=my counfels, 
dare fpeak ill. of yOu before me,, the mo- 
ment he were known, he fliould bepunifli- 
ed. , Now if fuch an one is known to you, 
gentlemen, write me his name, that I 
may make an example of him. Many 
new fadlories have been eflabliflied in 
every part of . the country, both on the 
Company’s account, and by private gen- 
tlemen '3 and a trade carried on in all 
forts of goods, fuch as it was never yet 
the cuftom to trade in. To this day, 
neither I nor my people, have ever of- 
feredr them the leafl obftrudtion, nor 
caufed them the lofs of one rupee. It 
grieves me, that without caufe or en- 
quiry, you, gentlemen, fiiffer fuch fuf-. 
picions. to take place in your liCiir 4.0 j and 
declare them to me, your friend. V/Jio 
it is bcionrnnj; to vourfelvcs, that is con- 

tinually 
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ihuinliy fpcaking lil of me, propagating 
calumnies again ft me,' and reprefenting 
me to you as your enemy, is not unknown 
•to 3^ou. The .adts of violence committed 
by hdr. Ellis before my face ; the infults 
on my people, and the difturbanccs raif- 
ed in the country 5 m)^ authority render- 
ed contemptible to all Indoftan i and ob- 
ftmdlions thrown in the way of ever)’’ 
bufincfs of the government, in the pro- 
vince of Bahar. All thefe have I Rilly 
reprefented in my letters to Mr. Vanlit- 
tart from the beginning till now, norfliall 
I dwell on fuch a fubjedi; afrefli 5 becaufe 
I am well perfuaded, that i\fr. Vanht- 
tart, and the gentlemen of the Council 
will make a ftridl cnquiiy’ into this af- 
fair, and bring to condign puniftmicnt 
whoever, without caufe or rcafon, has 
adled as my enemy \ that, for the fu- 
ture, no one may give interruption to 
my bufincfs, nor interfere in the affairs 
.of my government. Until you make 
enquiry into his behavior, and bring 
him to punifiunent, my authority will, 
•never be eftabliflied. 

A 


You 
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You fay,. I fhould. look upon the 
friendlhip and treaties; of. Engliflimen as 
fincere and inviolable. I have been long 
convinced^ gentlemen, that our.friend- 
fhip would by no means be interrupted j 
.and in fpite of the mifchievous Handers 
.of. malicious men, the foundations of 
our amity .would be. unfliaken j becaufe 
I know for certain, that the Englifli her 
.ver break their treaties . and. agreements, 
and that all their enquiries are fincere 
and impartial.” ,, ^ 

; As this reply taxed ; Mr'.; Ellis by 
name, with being the author . of all the 
animolities tlien fublifting between him 
.and. the .Council, and in terms -which 
left no. room for any. future reconcilia^ 
tion, Mr.' Haftings (that the firH defigm 
.of his vifit might, not be fruftrated , in 
the beginning) prevailed, upon, the Na- 
bob to confent, that he Ihould , defer 
fending it to the Board, till he had writr 
ten to Mr. Ellis, and founded , his difr 
pofition with re^edt to tlie means of 
putting an end to the difference between 

them^ 
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tliem. He acordingly wrote to Mr. El- 
lis the following letter. 

Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haflings to 
Mr. Ellis. Serfaram, May 13, 

1762. 

y T was a difappointment to me, 
A tliat I could not fee you at Patna 
before I proceeded to tire Nabob’s carhp- 
You cannot be ignorant of the commif- 
fion which I have received from the 
Board, with which my inclinations fo 
heartily concur, that I flrould have 
eagerly embraced every occafion to create 
a good underftanding between the Nabob 
and ever)’’ perfon employed in any part 
of confequence under the Company ; 
knov.'ing how eflential fuch a temper is 
to the fuccefs of our affairs, I was in 
hopes, that a meeting with you might 
have enabled me the more effedtually to 
promote this defign, as you could have 
inftrudled me with the caufes of the late 
difagreements between yourfclf and the 
Nabob; and pointed oiitfuch expedients, 
as v/ere themofi: likely to remedy them. 
VoL. II. E Your 
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R ' mbdves For ddnyirig'me: that 
opportunity (which, though but as a' 
compliment due to a member of your 
own Board, I. might have expedled) are 
bed: known to yourfelf. However, fet- 
ting afide all perfonal confiderations, I 
am' yet Mlling to give you.and the world 
a proof bf iny 'deiire to remove every 
occafion of diltruff’ or diiTeniion which ' 
iriay diftul'b thfe public affairs, in offer- 
ing you freely my affiftance, to prdrnote 
a hetter dirpofition bbtwbeh the Nabob 
and 'yourfelf, than' I find at'prefent' fub- 

fifting. ' ’ " . ' 

i w ILL' not conceal from you, that 
he charges you w-ith attempting to breed 
a difagreement between him and' the 
Company; and has declared it in his: 
rbpl^, to- the meffage, which I carried 
him from the Board. ^ 

i, CONFESS, I am not pleafed to in-' 
terfefe in fuch a fubjeft ; but would ' 
rather wifli to conciliate matters, were 
if'ih my power. For this feafon, I 
have' deferred delivering the Nabob’s re^' 
ply in my letters to the Board, till I re-' 

: '••• ' ■ ' ■ ceive 
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^^'ifagrefem^dht' lihat- 'may diftui'b' the; 'public 
"'S^ffairSr' be'^a'fiiifed,’ -fh'aU' meet with every 
H'fli'ftahcfe''-ih'-myf power j ' nor' tan you 
''’%iflv'mdre ' aHentiy for the eifettihg fo 
”'^6dd a'work thami do m'yfelf. The cauies 
of the Nabob’s late behavior I cannot 


-accduht forT'Uhltfs it be,' '' my not hav- 


' ■^mg'-tbiicuif ed- ^h-Telitimerif ' with' thofe 
'’••’sehtiemeh'- whd ■ raife'd ‘ him’ to- the muf- 

^ O v - 


^‘'riudV^ '‘'"From ‘‘the 'itime 'of my -'takihg 
“■-Charge of' the Company’s ''affairs -in this- 
^'■’'province',’ FFaVe ever-boeiiTolicitous to 
' keep"' 'Up harmony and;, good* ■ under- 
' "ftahding, not-'oiily with the'Nabobi but 

• ' 'his"' officers j'i they bn- the 'contrary have 
^ "btth'moftinduftrious to deftroy its'Twice 
■^’kas' the 'city- of Patna' been; *alafmfedi with 
-■'-'ahepbrt,' 'that ' the Engliffi intended '^to 
■-‘^Atttck'iti:' 'and in cbnfequtnce' thereof, 

’''guriamounted,- guards'augrfientedl’ 'gates 
'''‘ffiu't/ and’admittance-denied to" every One 
' 'belonging 'to ' the faOlory and all this 

• -Hvithout the leaflplaiifible pretence v/hat- 
'OvOr being, giyen;'' 'The' falfohOods ‘ in- 


duflrioufly 
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'i.duftrioufl.y: propagated. 'of;irn.y. defign to 
;,take Mbnglieeitij'ou^can - be no; iftrai]ger 
to, nor, the: fridiculouSji light ;;in.-,wbieh 
. . they appear..; ; ; On all pccafions, the jEng- 
-lifli are reprefen ted as the.Nabob’s.great- 
eft enemies ; and it is .notorious,^ that, no 
man who values his Eaypr . darcS; appear 
;,in the.fadtory. , .iofif-'/; jr.- 

- -The , Nabob accufeSi,nier, of -attempt- 
ing to breed a,difagreemenph.*?t^ys^5T^.^,in^ 
V , . and the Company v; after what -hie - has 
accufed, other gentlemen .of,, nothing, of 
; itliis. kind is furprizing. . However, a ge- 
, neral charge amounts to, very little., This 
term he has gi yen, .without any grounds, 
,:to myfeizing Goja Antoon.. I. had.be- 
fore,- made .repeated complaints'; to him 
•; ;of the. interruption , given ,our bufinefs ; 

. ' .which being little or, not at all regarded, 
it becanie a. duty incumbent on me totake 
;i, 'Other meafures, for fecuring one pfi the 
mpft' valuable branches of the. .Company’s 
ncommerce.. Of the infults received in the 
feizure, . detention, and lofs of my. boats,. 
.. I have acquainted^you j -as.iikewife .-the 
affront tlie. Nabob has-.giyen .me, in not 

- E 3 aufwcr- 
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ii|fwering^'m 

ing tile’'fifil:' ‘dr fecdind ^mlialice’ of tHis 
Jimci,''. .1‘ ' cbn tiriiie^^' \^rit'ing tb' ‘ liiiri ’ On 
bd&iiols, ' tiii’ mj'- 'Bircaras'were iif treat- 
ed in his camp. ■'''‘; 

grand. .ftep towards obtain- 
ing the defired end, will be for the Na- 
bob to remove from about his perfon all 
thofe., .^yho , .at ^prefent poifon his mind 
Vidth falfe and idle itories. Let him eA 
teeni 4.he Englifh^ as . his beft and, Only 
.. friends, and as fuch place an. entire con- 
fiden'ce' in them, ohdifgtift 

appears,', let him apply to thofe' who are 
intrufted. with the management of the 
Company’s affairs to have the matter 
cleared up,..' which he may always be af- 
fured of. For my own party I fhall ne- 
ver do -any thing, but what I will ailert 
to him ,and the world : and I appeal to 
Rajebuilub, or any other perfon in . office 
at Patna, whether upon any complaint 
being lodged againft our fervants under 
my jurifdidtion, I have not given them 
a fpeedy and ample fatisfa£E:ion i and all 
I defire is, that they would ad in tlie 

fame 
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fame -manner, towards the fervants of the 
government who tinfult and .treat us ilL 

, . ■ ; , . 'i .- i ; . r; 

This ^yould create a mutual confidence^, 
and .put an end .to the . prefent dilfen^j 
fions.” . ■ - ! _ 

It is plain from this letter, that Mr. 
Ellis thought of nothing lefs than 'a 
peaceable accommodation ; ' and to at- 
tempt it any longer might only ferve to 
make matters yet worfe, by adding fuel 
to the mutual refentiiient already Suf- 
ficiently inflamed. Mr. Haftings there- 
fore judged it needlefs aiid improper to 
oppofe any longer the Nabob’s Hefim; 
that his reply fliould be fent to the Board. 
He accordingly difpatched it with the 
following letter, and fent Mr. Ellis' a 
copy of the part of it, which concern- 
ed him, inclofed in a letter, which lie 
wrote to him at the fame time, of which 
I Shall alfo infer t an extraft. ' 
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Copy, of a ^Letter.froin. ikTr^/Haftings-/^ 
the. ^^overnor, and Council. Dated Jam- 
.,;-mqre. May. 24, -1762. 


-my arrival at the Nabob’s 
- ,.:Vjy:;;camp, I informed him of the 
fubftance of my inftru< 5 tions, and added 
fuch Alfurances, as I judged mofi: condu-f 
cible - to remove any dilcruflr that might 
diave< ariferi dn diis mind. His reply ;I 
.'have the honor to tranfmit to you, in the 
diiclofed .paper, which I received frorii 
him,' ' ligned with diis own hand •, and I 
.ihalb wait your. further commands for my 
rcondufl, in relation to the matters con- 
.-tained' therein. ' * ■ . ' 


ffbl wiLL ■ not take upon me to judge 
:tibff:.tlie dilputes which have arifen be- 
-iWjeeh' the Nabob and Mr. Ellis ; nor 
-am‘ I properly- qualified to give my fen- 
btiments t upon them, being as yet only 
-^-(SLcquain ted with the. complaints of the 
former. But I think I cannot better ac- 
quit myfelf of the talk which you have 
enjoined me, and which my duty to the 

rtferyice requires from me, than by offer- 
ing 
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ing my opinion in general, that in all 
differences between the ■Cbmpany!s 'leb^ 
vants, or inferior agents, and'‘the"'go- 
vernment, if proper juftice '‘carih6t~'be 
obtained from the Nabob, bf'thbfe' an- 
thorifed to adt under him, application 
fliould be made to the - Boardj .and'-nb 
perfon be allowed on any pretence to ufe 
violent means for the redrefs. of his own 
grievances j this method, till, lately, has 
been conftantly and univerfally obferved 
in all our concerns, not only before^ the 
reftoration of the Company’s, privileges, 
but .by thofe who have fince had the ad- 
miniftration of their, affairs, and-)who. 
will hardly be fufpedled of having, neg- 
■ledted the honor of the nation, or ■ the 
- intereft of' their employers; In effedl;':it 
is only by referving to yourfelves the pri- 
vilege- of deciding^ on all matters -of con- 
■tention, that the authority of the?Board 
can be maintained, or the publick.'lxan- 
quility fecured.” 
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jrnv '/(*. , if '-/fiOii ■■;{ ;f > 

' ofy.a hettpi-.fmn, < Mr . > Haftings 
to Mr. Ellis. Dated, Jammore, May. 
27, 1762. 





“AD your reply ‘to my 'firft letter 
'contairied'any circumftance that 
would liave'ferved to remove the unfa<i< 
voirable Opinion,- which the Nabob - has 
conceived of' you, - from the late contefts 
between you, I ihould gladly have pur- 
fued the fentimen'ts with which I under- 
took, ihy prefent commillion ; and have 
endeavored td perfuade the Nabob, to 
omit the mention of your name, in his 
reply to the meffage which I brought 
hini from the Board. But as you have 
propofed- nothing but what,- if inlifted ' 
upon, would have widened the breach^ 
infftead of clofing it j and all his letters 
to'‘-the Governor have been filled with 
donflplaints of -your behavior^ i which he 
hafe'^declared 'he will not retradt, - I. have 
le^hlM-'to purfue the didlates- of his 
dwh-refentmeriti . This complaint hav- 
ing'beeh- fent through my hands,. I will 
deal'fohpen -with -you, as - to - give you 

this 
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tills timely notice of it, by fending you 
an cxtriidlof thut part of hisletter wiiicii 
concerns youffclf.” ' ■ ’ 


T o thefe I will add fome other letters 
of my correfpondence with Mr. Haflings, 
which relate to the difputes between the 
Nabob and Mr. Ellis, and fliew tlie pains 
iheffcclnally taken to make peace between 
them. • - 

ExtraB of a Letter from Mr. Haftings 
.to the Gova-nor. Serfaram, May 13, 
1762. 

T Desieed Mr. Ironfide to inform 
you yefterday of our arrival at Scr- 
faram on the 9th inftant. I proceeded 
dircdtly to the Nabob’s tent. He re- 
ceived me with great politenefs, and en- 
quired in a friendly manner after, your 
health. This vifit paffed only in general, 
converfation. The next evening I .openr 
cd to him the fubjedt of my commiffion; 
froni the Board,- which I gave him pin 
writing, and pretty nearly in . the, 901:7: 
refpondent words of the jletter, theppEf. 

feript 
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Sftty|)fc/iex:be|ji:bd, ^\viiich'. K-rdad^ib^'^him 
^ frdbi thfi‘iIrrgiMl, iiid^(riot*witH5'i3(f foifte 
^di'ii^t'ultyf ex|)laih'cd"'to.'hmi. '■ "■ 
"•nnH'E' ^‘^e^iprisifred ’'much ’’diiTatisfadidii, 
"tlMt- hb-ilid'uld ' bb ' charged with'^' enter- 
Yiainiilg- a-'jealou’fy'of “the Engliflf>‘ which 
bjie faid,' ' argued fomei'mifbehavibr inhiin 
/toward'§''' 'them,”’'as' -thei cohfequeh'ce of 
' '^fiidh ■fehtihibhts''j ^‘and"challeriged' ' nie to 
■?toejTtiOnroflC'inila'rtce''bf • -his ^having be- 
straybd-a wantbf bb'nfide'ncedn the Coni- 
'p'alriy,! ‘ or deviated ‘ffom’''the'“tteaty with 
'•^thefni 'ft *is tfiie, 'he 'added, lie had fre- 
'{queiit fiibjeA ' bFbomplaiht againft'"the 
■•"Englidi 'dependents ; ■ blit that fnade no 
- ’alteration* 'in his engageihehts with their 
-'principals,'“'or his particular - dbligatidhs 
^'topyob. ' ' He' Was as little' pleafed With 
-the alTertibnp' that the people about his 
^ip'erfbri' had given occafibh to any differ- 
y 'ehdehetWeenhim and the Ebglidii'He de- 
hlited that they "might be named; and'de- 
f'dlarCdi* that bri whomfoever fuch afadt Was 
-'■'prbve'dyhe would put him' to death.’ But 
^■'(pfobeedud he) * If you are yet at a lofs 
‘'-tohhbW whb^itds ‘^ambngh'-'^yburfelves, 
?{3L‘) that 
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r;tIiat.iftnMeSi' to create .mifuoderilaii^ng 
5betw5en]]_us,HjI ,\^ill n^ej-jhimv, 

Mr. Ellis, iv^hp, by. liis,;a^Sj ofiy^gle^j^e 
^.c.ommittedion myi.fervaITts>qand tlip]un- 
, provoked attacks, .which he jis, daily ©ajc- 
. ing upon- my authority, has,, not; spnly 
j giyen encouragemeritto myienemies, add 
■ ; the difaffedied people, in myrpwn feryice, 
, ,hut has given; occafion’;to,,'fuch..reppr^s 
, ,tP the, difcredit of ,my , governrnent>rrat 
. the court of • Shuja. Dowla, , as might he 
. , of the ^yor^l .confequence , to my affairs?^” 

■ Wit, H .regard. to Mr. Ellis, Larnfat 
a lofSihoyv ;to.-,a<ft:j, his. behavior, an j my 

.^opinion,,, has been fo ;inipruden,t,-,[and 
his difaifeftipn, to the N.abob .fo . ma.ni- 
■:.feftly.;iinyeterate, that, a proper ; repre- 
' fentation .of it, cannot fail to draw.nppn 
;him the feverell refentment of the, 'Qom- 
pany . . . But.befides my averlion-ito -violent 
. ^meafures^-^xhe length, of ttime/,hefo£§jthe 
„ Company’s notice, of thefe, affairs [cp.ujld 
'■ reach ;usy and the fupport,thatjthe. piQE 
glaring mifcondudt in, him, would-Tmeet 
with from a, majority of' the [Board, hay e 

■ inclined nae- rather Xp .make chpice-opf 

fucli 
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fuch means, as .-mayibe .more dikely. tb; 
cdnciliiitei than infliime , our; mutual ahl-> 
ifioh ties*:; erW i th diTs ’ Vie vv I ; Have . wrote \ 
tooMn? Ellis a letter, -of which the in- 
clofed-is. a copy, and will acquaint you’ 
with His .‘anfwer; '■ If he: accepts of my: 
offer,yf :willido:.him/.'every good office 
that Ltian with : the Nabob. ^ If he de-- 
dines :iV I' Wrlhnot- only let the Nabob 
purlue 'his own- ineafuf es, . but i will ' even ' 
Join, him,- ih' endeavoring* to confute :the ■ 
alperfions which have been made ufe of,. - 
to-riiin his credit, with the' Company.”' ' 

'ExtraSi of a Letter from 'the Governor to 
Mrt Ll-^ings. .Dnted_]S/Lzy z 6 , 1762. 

rX' -HAD - the pleafure to receive this 
• .■ilL morning'your favor 'of the 13 th.' 
TlieNabob’s afiiwer to the reprelentafidhs . 
you' made'hirii bn' the part of the Board, ■ 
is- exadlly iihiform’- with' ail 'his- former - 
declaration si in regard to the didputes • 
th'at-haVe-^ 'arifeh between him arid ■ Mr^ 
Ellis ; 'and’ this' ■ uniformity is ■ ■ a ' ffirong ■ 
ptbof with m'ef that he ‘ipeaks' with a 
gohd cohfcie'ncep''ah’d'ihaS‘ reafon on -his 
1 ii 5 '<r(Ug"r fide. 
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Jt 

fide,f^:>Hbwever, :'fas/)I;T!iove ^peauec t&dl 
quietnefs jii fand ihav.es deafntirtb matb jal-co 
lo.wances -for theidiffei*entitetnpersbaiid»: 
paBionS of 'difFerent meni I appfovbenfrJ 
tirely ■ of your ' endeavors ; to - conciiiatte 
matters between- tlie Nabobs. and! Mh"" 
Ellis,, and widi, - that . theihlaSd'fmay -sn^y 
cept of your good offices i if gio.tjiyou? 
can do no otherwife thani reprefent .-fuN/. 
ly.to the. Board, theiNabob’s anfw:er:tOi 
the fubjedt-matter of your 'inflrudliobs/rVi 

bi . . .'1 ■ ■ ■ ! .b- ' r:Hi-; j'i <: 

^xtraB 'of a Letter .from < Mr. Hafting-s,. 

to the Governor. Dated Jam-more, 

• May 26,' 1762. ■ • 

** world, judging'only ffbrii 

fadts, fees the Nabob’s authori- 
ty .publickly infulted ; his officers im- 
prifoned •, . feepoys fent againft his forts^^r 
and is told, that the chief of, ; the Eng-.^ 
lifh, in thefe parts, difavows .the Nabob’s ; 
right to the Subahfliip. The obvious^ 
end of fuch fymptoms is an open xup-, 
tiire. The Nabob’s enemies -receive enhj 
couragement from this hope j and the- 
traitors about his:'perfonv.ufe ft.assan , 
, , ,, argument 
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argument to them' to perfift in their re- 
volt. Shuja Dowla is informed, that the 
Engliili have adually commenced hofti- 
Jities with the Nabob i nor need I take 
notice how fatal fuch a notion , might 
prove to the Nabob and to us, was not 
Shuja Dowla too much engaged with 0- 
ther deligns, to take advantage of the 
wcaknefs of this government. 

When I accepted of this commlf- 
iion, I pleafed myfelf v/ith the hopes of' 
being an inftrument of reconciling all 
.differences between the Nabob and the 
Englifh, and putting, an end to all .ani- 
mohties. This I now find an impqfli- 
ble talk j the gentlemen who have taken 
upon them to condemn his promotion, 
have too publickly proclaimed their dif- 
approbation of that meafure, and their 
hatred to the Nabob, which have been 
repeated to him,. probably with exagger 
rations. He has been told, that Meff. 
Amyatt, Ellis, and Carnac, have in 
their letters to their * friends in Eng- 
land, 

The Nabob’s exprcffion was, that they had 

■ wrote to the Company, which, at thi§ time, nei- 
ther 
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land, ufcd every argument to procure an 
order from the Company, to annul the 
mcafures taken in favor of him 5 and re- 
prefen ted his chara(flcr in the moft hate- 
ful terms ; that Mr. Fullerton was allb 
charged to afiift in perfon their projedt 
of depofing him ^ and ’ that they have 
fworn together to his ruin ; . that they 
have difeovered a flaw in his title to the 
Subahfliip from our treaty, &c. &c. 
True or falfe, the Nabob has received 
thefe florics from their intimate acquain- 
tance, who may have forged a part, but 
could not have invented the whole.” 

, I HAD always flattered myfelf with 
the hopes, that the Company’s ap- 
probation of the revolution in favour 
of Meer Coffim • would have been 
fuch, as to have rellrained the defigns 

of the party formed againfl: him^ and 
, / 
ther Mr. Haftings nor I had any conception of, as 
IK) fuel) letter had pafied thro’ the ufual channel ; 
but" it feems he meant the letter" which had been 
written privately by thofc gentlemen, and fome o- 
thers of the Council, to the Seleft Committee in 
England ; which has fmcc appeared in print. 

VoL. II. F thefe 
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\J - -J . * • S. , ' i4/\ \V- . , r 

tl3efe^-hop,es,.wqre, ;greatly. .encouraged .by 

tli^e letterc^yhichj^riypd in thejmqnth ,of 

Aprils .but r- the hecond,- .. which!-, amved 

3303. tOl aA-nonth after, ^yas , expreffed in 

fuc^janibiguqus -terms, as might, qafily, 

be cpnftrued by a party ipirit into a dif-^ . 

, approbation ' of 'it:' , v . 

T-he following are extrad's of both 

letter's.., - 

♦ ' ' • . * 

'Exira$ of ihe Cohipany’s ' gazer al Letter 

‘ Bengal. , Dated Jiine 19, 1/61. .. 

'■ T ,TB.ON. perufai of , the.faid. feyeral 
j j letters and papers, we baye thq 

agreeable fatisfadion of finding, that the 
great revolution in the Subahihip there-r 
in-mentioned, has been and is likely to 
prove greatly advantageous to the Com-, 
pariy. V/ e have not now time to enter 
into any particulars on this happy event 
and- can therefore only recommend,, and 
leave it to you, to ad in fuch manner 
as jfiiall be moflfor.the Company’s in-, 
tcrefl. 

W E clearly fee, that this revolution 

has been happily brought about, princi-^ 

pally 
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pdlly-' by -tills* 'good ' fcoiidu£l ail d'“addrers^J^ 
but’’ Pfelident ‘ V ariiittart'^’ ' 'and'’' 'We ‘‘ a’c-' 


bordihgly' fmcerely ’-'and - Heartily rbtul'^ 
him oiir thanks for liis great fervices,-' add' 
difiiitereiled behavior on this dtcafion.'’' 


j; j. , . ^r- 

Extf^aB of 'the Company s' general -Letter - 
;}to 'Qtng^l.^Dafed September .30, 1 76a . 


is the third revolution' in 
, Bengal,' wherein the very being 
of the Company has been, 'and from 
their confequences may ftill be at a flake. 
Yoiir' advancing Jaffier Allee Cawn to’ 
the Subahfliip,' in the' room of Serajah 
Ddwla^ waS' undoubtedly a neceifarymea- 
fure, 'as well for the good of the coun- 
try in general, as the intereft of the' Com- 
pany in particular. Your aftervi'’ards de- 
pbfing Jaffier Allee Cavrn, and fetting 
- Cbffim Allee Cawn in his room, we hope 
alfd was done With the fame view. ■Up- 
on- this‘prefumpi;ion and coniidence/thaf 
no’ other ' motives whatfoever had any' 
influence upon you. \Ye mufl look' 
dri the' meafures purfued on'this occafion 
as unavoidable' j at the fanle' firhe we 
F 2 cannot 
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cdri)iot';KeIp,:obfemng, . thatat/is.' hy-thc 
great regard the Company have always 
had to a faithful obfervance of their a- 
gf ^tinVehts, ■ 'they' ' have acquired arid 'hi- 
thrift6''j5rcferVdd' k reputation with the 
natives of India. Wc could have wifli- 
ed.therefore the'fitiiation of affairs would 
have admitted; heeping terms with jaf- 
fie'r Alice,, Gawiij! that, even the lead han- 
dle for-a pretence .might; not have been 
offered to,;prejudiccd people, to. make ufe 
pfsjtO;.:thr,qw.'.any refledion upon. '.the 
tranfadion.’’ h,-., , : 

,ji. M. : • 

The. gentlemen who had., joined a- 
sainff the Nabob, , did not fail. to,. turn 
this laft paragraph to their .own .purpofe,; 
publifhing. it. tliroughoiit ,the country 
with their, own interpretations,- and con- 
fidently, .declaring,: that ,the next ffep. 
•\^quld be, an ^entire, difavowal.pf jns/prq- 
ipptipp, , .with _ orders in , cpnfequence -to 
reftof e ,Meer Jaffier. Thefe declarations 
.foon, .reached , the . Nabob’s, , .ears, , .as no 
doubt was intended.? and.hlr. Haftings 
advifed me .of the effed that it had, up-. 
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oli'the N^abbbo^^eiy^-foroiis'^ferain'^t^^ 


lowirig letter .yrr/.ftinr)’ 

'i: 'f'.K'b O’.jfTi ''frj? no 


t:rb i)-o:;p''! l-irig 

^Lfirlir/.n ;•■ Oj'bi:.!'! 


Exf):a^ oj.x -a. Letter, Jr om,M?'. HaAings 
. .\to .the - Governor. Dated , . Monghee;],-^ 
.'July. 14, 1.76,2. . o 7^ 


T Informed you ^fome tirne'agb,’ 
' tliat the natural inference' v/hi'ch’ 
might be drawn from the extradl-bf the 
1 aft letter from the ''Corhpany, was fo” 
little in favor of the 'Nabob, or tlie late 
revolution,, that I had evaded giving hini' 
a tranflation of it ; and only told him,' 
that the Company had applauded the 
meafures which had been taken in his 
promotion, arid recommended the ftfidt- 
cft union and harmony with the new Na^' 
bob, for a prevention of the like necef- 
fity, and for the credit of our faith. Nb't 
many days after, the Nabob himfelf' re- 
peated to me the whole fubftance of 'tha’t 
extradf with fuch hightenings,' as a party 
fpirit would naturally give to it 'and 
told me, that Mr. Ellis had declafedy 
that this difapprobation of the revolution' 
would be followed by -an orderErom' the 
^ ' ’ F 3 Company 
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cXDoiiipany it6' overfets it' y <md ^tlial-ihe •'ex- 
Ipeaed^gr^kt! dhaiiges ,wheii the nfeXt ihip 
^a'nfiv edj V'., The. iN abob’s ^ good' fenfe made 
dtrnoddifBculti'matter.'-for'.me ;to Satisfy 
^him how improbable fuch an event wash 
but' I mention this only to iliew, how 
‘'-''every/occafion is catched at', to fuppo'rt 
■the credit of -ananveterate faction j and 
'-'I‘-'fuppofe-,thig will Mrdly be attributed 
to the Nabob’s invention, or that- of .the 
.p^eople'ah.out hinv” .. > . > 

pf j 1 , ‘ ; .. I J • . • ' ' ' I . . 

^Although the many endeavors ufed 
to accommodate the differences between 
.the Nabo'b and, Mr. Ellis, had .proved m- 
.effedlualj, and I faw.I had it not. inmy 
power to give the Nabob any fatisfadion 
fop the injuries complained of,,I ,w;as de- 
firbus of. trying the only expedient .yet 
left,.;. .that of , engaging the. Nabob. .to 
. forget what w'^as paffed, and could not be 
^i-eraedied^ .and, on the other hand; to 
engage Mr. Ellis, to live on better terms 
. for . the future, and refrain from renew- 
. ing the difputes by.freflr provocations. 
■VVith this view Iprppofed.to the Board, 

to 
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to mcikc iin application to . this- ciFpdt.Lto 
■the Nabob; througliiMr.iHaftingk jliirtd 
to give frcfli injun( 3 ;iohs ib Mn:Bllis, 
.which was accordingly done in the: fol- 
lowing letters. . ■ ; ;nh 4 

.;i - • . ' 

Copy of a Letter from the Governor, a 7 id 
Coiaicil (Mef. Vanfittart,. f^.:M‘GA^dre 
■and Hay.) /o . ikfr..HaftingSi Dated 
J.uly 8, 1762. , , ■ . . . t”. 


TE have received a letter frbih 
V Mr. Ellis, advihng us of the 
Nabob’s rcfiifal of his vifit i and the Pre- 
fident at the fame time acquainted us 
with the reafons the Nabob gave' you for 
this refufal. We have received alfo ano- 
ther letter from Mr. Ellis of the '2^'th, 
advifing us, that Rajah' Nobit Roy,' upon 
his appointment to the- Neabiit of 'the 
Bahar province, was forbid by' fhe Nii- 
bob to pay him the ufual compliment '6f 
a vilit. The funi of the Nabob’s' fcafbhs 


is this, that having had indignities bltef- 
ed him by’ Mr. Ellis, and having made 
’ F 4 . '1 ■!. -’pviblick 

• '' ■^¥Ko' was' juft at thib' time’ reftorc'd to . th'e Ter- 
. vice. 
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^ubHck; rr.9.bniplamts;..agamft ' 

,^pught<it|wpuld ;be abfurd;,tp;,receive ■ a 
Iripndly-iYifitrfrom •■bimo ^We^meritionr- 
,ed in,-purdaft:letter^f to youy, rthe reafons 
.giv:en.;b,y;!:Mr. Ellis, for thofe-proceed-r 
ings>;of, which :the. Nabob fo much come 
plains, -{vizi his'fending, feepoys to Mong-; 
heeiv-and his.'feizing: Coja Antoon. We 
fhall-not -now: repeat thofe reafons, as it 
ismot;.our.;inten.tion .to, -call to- mind old 
fubjedts 'pf : difpute, but rather to {hew 
thei Nabob, -through lyour means, tlie 
neceffity-pf forgetting. them, and endea- 
ypringi to , eftablifhi a general' good under- 
ftanding.;.,. . i°,ri‘ , - i • 

.may .fay, both of,the.Nabob and 
Mr. .Ellis, that, they have .been, too .ready: 
tp^giye credit to reports. injurious to.each- 
pther j. and, this it ds eafy tof fee, has’^ 
been, the; . reafon . , why things ; pf them-. ' 
felyes, [pf; httle .confepuencej have' been 
rnade;obje(Ss of fuch violent contefls. If 
fa^s .are thus exaggerated by reports, in 
the j-compafY, of . thefe. . provinces, what 
rn.ay we , not expedt to be faid of them in 
other; parts, of , Indoftan.? Certainly no- 
thing 
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'thinglefs, than thattlieHiifputes 
the 'Nabob-'and'tlie Ehglifli'bhref "atBafe 
na, foretell' a breach of^tKe 'frieh'dfliip 
between the two governmerits^’and tnis 
may encourage his eneniies^ arid'Ours' t‘6 
attempts, ' which otherwife- they 'would 
not dare to meditate j nay, this has al^^' 
ways been the Nabob’s^ own'aVgument/ 
and a very juft onei altho’ he now feenis, 
to confider .it a private quarrel between' 
him and Mr. Ellis'; we'- think it can by 
no means be regarded' in this light,- be'*'’ 
caufe in its confequences it muft affedt 
the public ; for if 'fuch’a rooted illrwill" 
between the Nabob, and one of ‘th'd 
Company’s principal fervarits,' is fuffered 
to' prevail, the evil cannot but iricreafe^* 
and the flame fpread daily ; more of ‘the 
dependents of each’ government will’ in- 
fenfibly adopt the motives of eacli'h'arty 
and a fucceflion of prejudiced minds MU' ' 
arife, • prepared to take every dpporturii-^^ ' 
ty of fomenting the quarrel, and render- • 
ing it at length' irreconcileablei. IWe de-* 
fire therefore that you will’ ufe your uf--' 
moft endeavors, by the'arguhierifs'^vKicli' 


we 
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we.'.iiave now; liiientioned/- land ;all other^; 
that may occur to difpofe-tlielNabob ferie- 
oiifly and heartily to do his p?xt> towards 
tlid difpellirig of all ahimofities j we have 
^sflfenubufly fecoitimended to Mr. "Ellis 
to do His part, fo that we hope a cordial 
and friendly intercourfe may in - future 
fiibfifl :between them'. ... • 

T ^ihould. this, contrary to our 
hopes, be found* impradticable; we ihall 
at lead; expert, that the dilputes between 
them be fo far, .accommodated, as. 'to 
hCi concealed .from , the. world } and that 
all . ith'e , ufual - ceremonies,- ; and publick 
marks ,of ;refped, be reciprocally, paid 
and received.,; So niuch is abfolutely ne'- 
cedary.both for theNabob’s reputation and 
the} Company -s ; : and . we may. add^-, that 
the fafety. ;and .tranquility of .the .Nabob’s 
goyernment is . ; .more particularly • con- 
cerned.,, Mr;. Ellis,' by propofing-.a vifit 
.to.5-th,e Nabob, hn his arrival;, at- Patna, 
paid the,, reipedt due froni his .ftation to 
- the rank of the Subah j and we hope 
t^e Nabob, .after having this our advice 
explained, to him,. iytf^ill .not again omit 
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the'c6mpliment Sdue from 'Iiimto-a^M'efn- 
ber of ' this’Bdardf-f-j *''-’ v.oni jj:rh 

.. V-’'; .i -'i; -L (• t rl vlluo- 

Copj of a hpter. from fthe Govepiprc^aji', 

. 'Council . Y.^nfittart;,. Mf 0115^^0 

; und. Hay) . to . Mr. . Ellis Dated .. July 

, 8, 17^2.,;- hr;- 

Y¥rE have received you'r'letters^bt 
. • i V V lhe'23d and 25th fnftanfj-'the 
iirft adviiiiig’ of the 'Nabob’s ' refiifiil^ 


your vifitj‘''the other -of’ his forbid- 
ding Nobit Royi - to ^pay you tha;t tforii'^ 
pliment upon his ‘appointment - to ^ the 
Neabut of ' the-;Bahar province. ' 'Mr. 
Haftings tranfmitted to the Prefideht, 'by 
the Nabob’s defire, ' his reafons' forfb-^ 


fufin’g your vifit; of thefe' we fend' you 
a copy, and purpofely avoid entering into 
hny debate upon them ; as-inftead of re'^ 
calling to mind pafi; difputes, we are ehr 
deavoring to fiiew the N abob an’d^you^ ' 
the neceflity of having them' 'entirely 
forgot, and a general good harmony eflS- 
biifhed." • ' 

' Inclosed we fend you a copy of oiir 
inftruitions tO Mri Hafiirigs bn thisiiib- 
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iTIid treafoilsi tliereiiii cbntainedli will 
conyince] you how^mucja r.the jtranquility^' 
o£f,'ihe rcountryi-;.arid confequeritly.! tHe’. 
good of the Company, is intereftedyf iri 
putting an. end:ito thefe: ahimofities; TAn 
ihtercourfe ihetween'tlieiNaboh'and you^ 
lb 'Br: as i it' regards . your, public 'rcharad- 
ters, is abTolutely neceffary,' and ;we fhall. 
always infift-on.it ? -hut we wifh for more,' 
and .ftreniioullyi recomniend to you to det' 
nothing' be wanting,! ; dn yourparti to e-' 
ftablifli aheartyfriendfliip between y6uv’*f 

Ji;-! :?'.!) I. -7 >.'! .,,.}■■■ vli-r'';; 

tMr. iEllis, inftead of complying with' 
fojfalutary an advicej < perfifted always iii 
the ;fame. violent dentiments,- 'and wrote' 
the following anfwer to the Board. 

v.fjirx ' c ■ ). 1/!,. 

Cofyf of a Letter from Mr. Ellis .i'o the:. 
.^^^GQv^r.nor and'.CoimciL. Dated, July 23, 

‘■C'ilr A.Y. E been favored with yourS' of ; 
„gJb thecSth,' inclofing an extrad- of- 
]^r-.:Iiaftings’s letter to thePrefident, and ^ 
a--copyiof your inftrudions to that gen-.. 
tlemani which Iftncerely wifli may havej 



iHe' dfcfiredi .e£Fe 6ti yt -but < feaiy 'ithd ISI abbb 
has’ acaeditoo'ilon^g'without ^controtil^itof 
liften' now^’to! ^ any advicerhoweverffalii* 
taryo'^'N' -u Jf'’ boOi? 

r; ; T H,o' u G H ' ’I never hope.' to:; be; on/^a 
footing of' friehdfliip or"intirriacy'>-witK 
the - Nabob,’ yet- knowing 'how neceiTary 
it' was for jthe.Gompany^’s 'affairs; -and 
more particularly fo for -his own,'- to laVe 
appearances, X did -not think -'he would 
have refufed - an- • interview,-' which;-' Xn- 
ftead of occalioning a quarrel, / as he' ab- 
furdly obferves, might perhaps have laid 
the foundation of a future gbod .under- 
llanding ; hiitit feems he can- conffrud 
the occafion of complaints -that have a^ 
rifen, either into a public concernyi ,ora 
private quarrel with Mr. Ellis, , as may 
heft fuithis own convenieiicy. ' ‘ 

Any overtures that the Nabob hiay 
make towards' a reconciliation X'^fliall 
readily erribrace ; but after the^ mahnef 
in which I have been treated by him, 
none can come from me, vhthbilt b'eihg- 
greatly -derogatory to the public charac- '- 
ter I have at prefent-the honorito bear;" ' - 

Rajah 
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ji/fK'AijAii' Niibit Jloy. has -btcn permit-- 
tccltOihayvrnc.thc compliment 6f a vifit, 
}vhichil have returned.!’,': 

- n'i' ( 1 1’ 

A UEciPROCAL animolity, which ear- 
ned itfclf to JTuch public ads of violence, 
hilt too loudly proclaimed itfclf to the 
world j and it was foon known, or at 
Icafl: univcrfally believed, that a party 
was formed , aniongd the. Engli/l)^ and 
that a ver}^ powerful one, whofe aim was 
to overfet. the hJabob i and , the frequent 
quarrels raifed ,wit;h him, .\yere looked 
upon as theefteds of that de%n. , As 
upod fuch, occafions, . the dependents ne-, 
ver fail- to adopt tlic fentiments of their 
jfupcriors, , nothing was heard of all over 
the country but outcries on the . one 
hand, againft the tyranny and oppreffi- ' 
ons,of,the:Englifli and their gomadahs^ 
and on the ’other, againft the infolence 
and encroachments of the Nabob; and 
his officers. ..Hence arofe a frefli matter 
of contention, more dangerous than any • 
of 'the paft, becaufe it was not confined 
to one place, nor regarded . mere points; 
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of lionor, but was diftuicd throughout 
die whole country, and touched the'ten-i 
dereft part of felf-intefcu: on both iides,' 
the ven,* beina: of the Nabob’s g;overn- 
ment, and tlie freedom of the'Englidi 
commerce. In efFect, this proved the 
cribs of the long depending contefc 5 
and became, from the violence with 
which it was carried on, tlie caufe of 
the rupture which the paryu fo earneilly 
vidfhed for, little attending to the un- 
happy confequenccs vrhich it might, and 
vrhich I am forry to fay, it adhially 
did produce. This became the fubjecS: 
of many of the letters which paiTed be- 
tween Mr. Haibings and me, v.hilil he 
remained widi the Nabob, fome of the ' 
moil material are here feledled. 

Copy cf a luCtiif from Mr. Haflings to 
, the Go-jcrr.or. Dated Bauglepoor,' 

. April 25, 1762. 

T B E G leave to lav before vou a 
grievance, which loudly calls, for 
redrefs, and vrill, unlefs duly attended 
to, render ineitecbaal any endeavors to’ 

' create 
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create a firm and lafting , Iiarrnony be- 
tween the Nabob and the. Company. I 
mean, the oppreffions committed under' 
.thefandion of the Englifli name, and 
through the, want of ipirit in the Na- 
bob’s fubjeds to. pppofe them. This 
evil, I am well aflured, is not confined- 
to our dependents alone, but is pradifed 
all over the country, by people falfely 
affuming the habits of pur feepoys, or. 
calling themfelyes our gomaftahs. As 
on fuch occalions the great power of the . 
Englhh intimidates the people from ma- 
' Icing any refiftancci fo, on the other, 
hand, the indolence of the Bengalees,, 
or tlie difficulty of gaining accefs to thofe 
who might do them jufiice, prevents our 
having knowledge of the oppreffions,. 
and encourages their continuance, to the 
great, though unmerited fcandal of our 
government. ' 

I H A V E been furprized to meet with 
feveral EngUfh flags flying in places 
which I have pafi'ed ; and . on the river, 

I do not believe that I pafled a boat 
without one. By whatever- title they 

have 
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liave been' afliimed (for I could only truft 
to the information of my eyes, without 
flopping to' aflc queflions) I am fui'e 
their frequency can bode no good tO' 
the Nabob’s revenues, the quiet of the 
country, or the honor of our nation, 
but evidently tends to leflen each of 
them. 

A PARTY of feepoys, who were on 
the march before us, afforded fufficient 
proofs of the rapacious and infolent fpi- 
rit of thofe people, where they are left , 
to their own difcretion. Many com- , 
plaints againfl them ‘were made me on 
the' road ^ and moft of the petty towns 
and ferais were deferted at our approach, 
and the fhops fhiit up, from the appre- , 
hehfions, of the fame treatment from us. 

You are fenfible. Sir, that it is from 
fuch little irregularities, too trivial per- . 
haps for public complaint, and conti- 
nually repeated, that the country people 
are habituated to entertain the moft un- 
favorable notions of our government; 
and by them the Englifli credit fuffers 
much more than by matters which are 
VoL. II. G made 
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'.nia’de of greater confequence in tKe de-. ' 
b’ates.betiveeriUhe Nabob and iis. 

' You have already pointed out' one 
'method^ by which the truth of- the com- 
plaints againft our gomaftahs^ -may be in- 
quired into and redreiTed, which I fliall 
not fail to reprefent in a proper manner ' 
to the Nabob. But nothing I fear will 
reach ' the 'root of thefe evils, till' fome • 
certain boundary be fixed' between- the 
Nabob’s authority and our privileges.' 

■ W AS' I' to fuppofe niyfelf-ih the' place 
" of the Nabob, 'I fliould not be at a Ibfs ' 
in- what manner to protedt- my own 
fubjefts or fervahts from infultsij but 
whilfir.the principle prevails, thatno point 
(however little beneficial to ourfelves)- is ’ 
to be given up to the Nabob y and that 
his authority mppii every oe'eafi oh fiiould ■ 
be checked for the fecurity of- our 
own, I fiiould hardly venture to pro- 
pofe to any one, befides yourfelf, to 
reftrain the power of our gomafiahs, to 
the immediate concerns of the Company 
or their fervants, to which we ourfelves 
are limited by our finnaun, and.our trea- 

. ty . 
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ty v.'ith the Nabob ^ and where any per- 
foiiF, arhindng- tlic Engiiih name, arc 
guilty of ads of violence or opprefuon to 
any of ilic Kaboh’s fubieds, and with- 
in his jurifdidion, liuit the magillratc 
take fucli mcefurcs as liis ofiicc, and the 


matter in qucriion,may require for pre- 
venting them, without making any dif- 
tindion in fncli cafes betwixt our agents, 
and the dependents of tlic government. 

As the power of executing iudice 
muH; be lodged fomcwhcrc, and our fer- 
vants, if irijurcd, have always tlic means 
of appealing, we may be certain, that 
the maghlratcs will be very cautious how 
they give any fuch caufe for complaint, as 
may endanger their difinifiion, which 
fli'ould be infiilcd on os tlic fllghtcfl pu- 
nidimcnt for any notorious pcrvcrfion of 
juflice. 

With regard to the ahiife of our flag, 
in defrauding the government of its du- 
ties, I know no method fo likely to 
prove effedual, as thofc which have been 
repeatedly recommended, and which it 
is jiccdlefs for me to mention. 


G 2 I SHALL 


{ 



I SHALL forbear faying any thing 
‘ fhlly-'tb-t'Ke N^bob’, fcdncerhihg^tlie com- 
|)ijiiri't's' 4 |;aihft oiir peopleV' t'iir T am fa- 
VolM'wi’tlf youi'''fiifthef 'opinion on this 
fu'bje£i:y'th'at 'I ‘‘may 'know frorn- theiice 
hbWYiiV'I diiVto proceed tbtv'ards fettling 
this p6int' v/itli>the Nabob, and prevent- 
ing ail futurb' differences, that niay arife 
from the prcfent uncertain 'add; pcrplex- 
ed'''iituaiibh*'of hffaiis.” 




EixiraB- -of ' a ■ Letter 'from the - Govenior 
Kito ’Hartings.' -Date'd May 2,’ 1 762. ’ 

*<^''^INCE'I 'wrote you laff,'I have 
'I 'kJ'heen favored Svitll yours of , the 
i 8 th 'of Apidl'frbm Dewanferai, z^d from 
Sh'aliabad, -dhd 25 th from Bauglepoor. 
The- ohiervatibns' contained in the laft, 
cbflc'crrii'hg the uiljuft authority 'e’xercifbcl 
hll ot^er/the couritry iri' the Englifh name, 
defe'fvbdmthediate atteiitioff. -diidee'd I 
have always thbiight it a great' grievance, 
injurious' lb the ‘Nabob in ' his revenues 
dhd gbvbrhfnent, and to us 'in our repu- 
tation. ' You know too that I have done 
■all in 'my poVver 'to remedy it.- I have 
■ ' " ' ‘h-'i 5 • frequently 
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frequently rcq.ucflccl of the IVahob,;fto 
make the Drogns of the , Chokcy.V 
their duty , more carefully, , and oblige 
every boat to produce my dufluck, .or 
that of the chief of one of our fadlories \ 
and where no dufluck a]>pcars, to flop 
them till they pay the cufloms. 

The Nabob wrote me, that the Dro- 
gas of his Chokeys were afraid to flop 
a boat with Englifli colors, and that 
the peons in tlie boats would not flop. 
Wlicreupon I font him, according to 
his rcqucfl, thirty duflucks, or orders 
under my hand and fcal, importing, that 
all boats fliould be flopped, and either 
produce their dufluck, or pay the duties. 

Very likely the Drogas of the Cho- 
keys are unfit for their office; they fliould 
be men capable of diflinguifliing a real 
dufluck from a counterfeit, and of judg- 
ing, by the date, whether it has been, 
already returned, and fallacioufly niade 
ufc of a fecond time ; to prev'^ent which, 
an indorfement fliould be made at, every 
Chokey upon every dufluck that pafTes ; 
and where a boat carries Englifli colors, 
G 3 without 



' without liavirig k duftuck, it tliould he 
jftopped, and the property particularly 
enquired into j ' and if it'is' found to be- 
long to a fubjeGt of the Nabob, I think 
he ■ \vould’ do right to confifcate the 
whole j if to ’a fubjedt of ours, the D'ro- 
ga 'fliould fend it back with a guard 
to the Brix Englifli fadtoi'}'-, with a letter 
to the chief, defiring, that the flag might 
be taken away, and the proprietor, pe- 
on, or mangee, who was guilty of the 
abufe, puniflied. I really can think of no 
other precautions for putting a flrop to 
this evil, unlefs it be to place Cliokeys 
of my own at convenient diftances, 
with writers furniflied with the above- 
mentioned inflrudtions for examining the 
duflucks, &c. and which, if. the Na- 
bob thinks it will be ufeful, l am ready 
to do at fuch places as he fliall point out. 

The number of boats fliould lifccwife 
be compared with the duftuck, and the 
quantity of goods, in each boat, exa- 
mined with as much exadlitude as the 
nature of them will admit; and where 
it is found to exceed the quantity men- 
tioned 
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l}D:icJ in tl’.c '.’/;U;uk, die ovcrplu; ill nikl 


i>r i:n:5«i\e^ 

1*!!! c' irAV.VAnnt pnwer, Tel it]’’ I'V 
onr r: nn.’n.:;v in n'vinv the n;nn- 

V • < 

tty, !<, en r.hnfc eny,;.' liy hrv'inrnuiiny ic- 
uri.h- ; envi it h» hut inil r.:ni dhty 

to uehre th.c to ctih;:' lii’ fuuyc- 

;\:i(l other oih.ecr' . rn tahe co;;- 
nir.ififX* cS {!iclc irti r;il;nj;;':r, r.nii prf- 
vrtit hy j'oree (if J vv.ci'/.:ry) tltcir ititer- 

ferint' in nnv nh'hirr nf tiic tn'-vt-rtniKni. 
O'tiitl thc-c lunyvihrs rnd rnher f incer;: 
be ilcjictnlcni on ; toui vc be .‘.fTni vn! tiicy 
woti'.d not innhc nil- of tlr.tt sbrcc lo tnito 
nvo’.y tile v.'cuvcr', niu! o-ihcrwiic snipeOiC 
the Comp.'.nyh- bv.oml'-, I nundd ini- 

mcdi.iiciv r-dvifeteml ctnik-.u to tbh:. race- 

* 

Aire, which indeed !-■ the netni:'.!, r.nvi I 
fcr.r the only tTrcvUni! retnedy, nml is 
wli.'.t tlic N-.diaii hr.'; .in nndoidncd ritdir 
to do. J will try wlint vfi'cCi a fVeih nnd 
Ariri order to nil otir ymnnilni)!; nnd 
fnbordinntcr tnny have toward;; jircvcnt- 
inp their interfering in the nffnin; of the 
country ; nnd let the Kni'oh order lii.'? 
oldctn; to be full nnd ]>arlicul;ir in ,re- 
G 4 prefenting 
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]3rcfpntipg to. ;iAC any circiimftanccs' of ■ 
their miftcliavior, direding them at the, 
iiimc time not tofuffer the gomaftjihs, or 
their peons, to feize, or judge bet-yveen, 
any inhabitants of the country, . except- 
ing the Company's weavers, nor to take 
any pfljeers in the country, as Izardars, 
Wadadars, &c. Tliefe I hope may be 
fome 'tleps towards rcdrefiing this grie- 
vance j and let the Nabob's officers, on 
their part,,, be cautioned not to opprefs 
tlie'Company’s. weavers, or in any man-; 
nel‘. interrupt their bufincfs. 

I WILL order a lift to, be given of all 
the Company’s gomaftahs, with the places 
of their; refidcnce, from Calcutta and all 
the ftibordinatcs. Thefe may be permit- . 
ted to have each, a flag at the place of 
their fefidence, but all other Engliffi 
gomaftahs fhall be forbid to fet up flags 
■ in any part of the country. 

An order is already made and pub- 
liflied, forbidding any Europeans from 
going up the country, without firft ap- 
plying for leave to the Prefident and 
Council, and giving fecurity for their 



good behavior, and tliat 'they wHl'' fldt ’ 
meddle in the affairs of the country’. %i.[ 
the fame time we liave’dire^ied lifts^ 'tOj 
be given, of all that' are at pfefeht’ m' 
the country, by die gentlemen who erri- 
ploy theni 5 and the fame ordef ’wediave*’ 
fent -to all the 'fubordmates, and all wha , 


cannot produce fecurity for theii* ^good 
behavior, fliall be called away. ' Thefe 
regulations I had an opportunity of for- 
warding, iipon a complaint made againft- 
one’ Mr. Ivie, at ' Raugegunge, who is 
, ordered down to Calcutta,' for pretend- 
ing to decide caufes between the inhabi- 
tants.''', 

- Read all this letter to the Nabob,, 


and -afiiire him> I will do what more may 
be neceffary, to give hirti full authority 
over his government.” 



HxtraB 
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Extra^ of a hettir from Mr. Haftings 
to the Governor. Serfarara, 'May i8, 

;i: ■' 

■ 


I’ I E X iP L A I N E D- to. the iNabob v/bat 
. you wrote. . to me , concerning the 
abnfe. of the Englifli name :and autbori- 
ty, ^and' the expedients ;propofed for their 
removal, which I extra6ted from your 
letter^ .and gave, him written under the 
, folio v/ing heads. ' ■ ':• < 

•fiFiRST, That ftrid.orders he given. to 
‘ir.the Drcgas of ' the .Chokeys/ to require 
‘ ■ every Englilh < ' boat , that : pafles ' to pro- 
: duce a. duftuck, under the feal of 'the 
■ ' government, or any chief, of the. fubor- 
dinate factories ; and- .iii cafe of .a .refu- 
‘ Tal, that they cornpel the boats tohringto. 

■ y . Second, That every boat v/ith Eng- 
' lifli.;colors, ' and not having a dufluck, be 
flopped j and if the goods - ibe Englifli 
property, that notice be given to the 
chief of the neareft factory, that it may 
be enquired into ,* but if it be a property 
of . a fubjedl of the fircar, that the Na- 
-.. ■ bob 
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bob take wlint notice of at be may 
think proper. 

T Hj no, TJiat flrid orders be given 
to the oOicers and foiigedars of die fir- 
car, if any Englidi gomndah commit 
any a6t of oppreHion, or interfere in die 
a.flairsof tlic government, to forbid them; 
and if diey refufe to bear rcafon, to 
life force to make diem dcfift. 

Fourth, That Jlnifl orders have 
been font from die Prefidenev, diat none 
of the gomaAahs, or fervants of the fac- 
tories, intermeddle with the affairs of 
the government; and that die officers of 
the fircar be likewife dridlly enjoined, 
not to obftriidh the Company’s bufmefs, 
or opprefs the people employed in it. 

F I F T H, That no grants of wadadar- 
rccs, farms, or otlicr offices of the go- 
vernment, be allowed to die Company’s 
gomaftahs. 

Sixth, That the Company’vS go- 
maftahs fliall be allowed an Englifli bag 
at the place of their rcfidcncc ; Init no 
private gomaflahs fliall have an Engliffi 
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Seventh, That, hy an order from 
the l^-rehdency^' no European fliall be 
employed in, the country without a per- 
jmffion from the Board ; and giving fe- 
ciifity, 'that he will not interfere in any 
affairs of the government. , 

'Upon the‘.^o firft heads -^e Nabob 
remarked, that it was to no purpofe for 
Him to give, fuch' orders to his officers, 
though backed \vith your duftucks, fince 
both have proved ineffeftual to reftrain 
the prefumption of our people, who fel- 
d6& chufe to produce their duftucks 5 
aiid if the officer ads as his duty re- 
quires him, a complaint is inftantly lent 
to ; the next fadory of the infolence of 
the Chokeys, the. indignity offered to 
ohr flag, and the infringement of our 
duftucks s feepoys are difpatched to feize 
the offender 5 and others, dreading the 
iMe treatment, let pafs all boats indif- 
criminately, and amohgft them many 
that have no duftucks. 




94; . Nar r a t I V e of ..the ' 

.'OST'O jwiTH-sT ANBiN G; thi’s iaiteration; ' 
the propdfal sisHnot^fatisfadtory s rto: thej 
Nalbob', ja's- lopgr';as-(arvpGwer.;i'& lodged; 
with /the rgentlemen : o£;o,ui* ifadlories-, on ; 
everya eompl'aint of- the. gomaftahs, to ■ 
feiid: out- parties of feepoys, againh, fuch 
as they. pretend have mifbehaved to them-. 
This .evil is- 'therefore, firft to: be redrefled. 

'.To the fifth, ;the Nabob gives his 
entite aflent^; and.defire's, that the go- ; 
mafi’ahsj- and-.all others under our pro- , 
tedtion, he forbid to take .'or follieit of-; . 
fices under -the government',: which he- 
has found very detrimental to the peace ' 
of the country. . : 

■The fixth, I hope, exprefies yoCir in- 
ten tionj as: the private gomaftahs have 
no need of the protedlion of the-. Eng-, 
lifli name, :to carry on their bufinefa at 
the Aurungs,- , -nor can- claim any privi- 
lege above, other traders,' befides-that of, 
bringing away their goods .^Yhen-■ pro-^ 
vided' with the Company’s duftuck. 

T o thefe ‘the Nabob defired another 
article- might be, added, though impli-- 
citly included in' the, foregoing, viz.- that 

the 
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on h\< fiihiccts n^r.lnil tl’.cir v.’ill, or ni 
tlicir own pnce;;, jior coinprl the wurJ:- 
jT.cn to pri'iviclc i;fK>cn' for t'n.cni at unrea- 
ion.'.bK’ ; bitt t)nu every man lie 
IviV in li!!- o-wn optif!-'! to hny or fell, 
ar lie fnu’r. h:r- ;'alvanJa:;c in cit/icr. 

As tile Nnh-ob lir.r- no objraion to 
anv of the means v/liich voti have fo 
often proj'ofcd, fv>r nrcvenitir.y the tlif- 
pntes between lii*' ]ic<'j>Ie r.nu ilic Coni- 
patty’;, l-nt only to the want of a pro- 
per antlnarity, to enforee tlic cr.ccntion 
<if tb.cni ; lie (leflrcr, tiiat ^'‘l5;.tevcr ra- 
pafj.nion': yon may jutipc net {.■<'!*.• ;y, Sb-r 
the above end, r.ir.v l-w dr.wv'n. i'p ifi 
icirni, and lent him with tiic ica] of toe 
Cempnny ; anvi if Vvor nan.e 
it, he net hithciont to pre-'en: 
tai’ils, that ir he hyned liltcv, iie j:v the 
ref- of th.e (i'ontn.ii. Nttcli 0. w.'rr.mt will 
limit, heyoiid tiie jwriilhlitv of tiii'nne, 
tliccatcnt cT c;ur p.rivileyc; . ami Iri; .lu- 
ihoriry, am! ptnni out 


A'ti XO 


ti'.e mcaso, 


whieli Ik- may ]>refcr-.-c lii.s f;ove! nmeiic 
entire, withoitl incuiTiiit-' tlsc inipata- 
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tion of trampling on the rights of tlie 
;Company.”. 

ExtraB of a Letter from the Govefyior/to 
Mr, Haftings. Dated ]miQ, 27,, 1762.;, 

TT is a natural'right which-the Nar 
bob has, in common. with all other' 
governments, to,, prevent by force^- " if 
fair means, .fail, .any, injury/ being- done 
to his fubjed's 'by .any.other perfons.-- .It 
.would be ’almoft abfurd tpgive a confent 
.to this by any public .ad,, and perhaps- 
not quite proper, ^ for fear of encourag- 
ing too much the. government’s -people, 
to exercife this right .fometimes in .an 
unjufi caufe. But wherever, unlawful- 
attempts are made by our people, the 
officers of the government muft prevent 
them, by .fair means, if poffible'j if not, 
oppofe them' by force, and it is what 
no reafonable man can complain of.”' 

I HAVE chofen to infert tliefe letters^ 
becaufe they will ffiew that the. regula- 
tions, which I afterwards agreed upon 
with the. Nabob, were not hahily re-- 

folved 
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folved upon, but were the refult of a 
long confidcratlon, and the flrongcif nc- 
ceflity. In the month of June the Na- 
bob came to Mongheer, where he fixed 
his- quarters for the rains ; and Mr. Haf- 
tings then took leave of him, and re- 
turned to Calcutta. 

He RE’ til c Nabob, being more at lei- 
fure to attend to the complaints of liis 
officers and fubjedts of the overgrown 
potver aflumed by the Engliffi agChts 
and gomafiahs, I daily received letters 
from him on thofe fubjedts. I fiiall here 
infert fornc of the letters from the Na- 
bob and his officers, in which thofe grie- 
vances are fet forth in the mofi: firiking 
colors- 

’T7‘a}7jlatwi. of a Lettet' f}‘077i Nabob 
to the Govc7'7io7‘. Received May 1762. 

O U write me, that there muft 
.S- be mifehievous men about me, 
■ who by their danders want to ftir up en- 
mity between me and the Engliffi gen- 
tlemen j that I ffiould fearch out thole 
promoters of difienfion, and bring' theni 
VoL. IL H to 



to ,duc puniniment. , Sir^ ,f;'om the time 
efitcrcd.^into. an .agreement with 
, yjOii' and. .iparched , put , of , the Bengal 
j)rpyincc, to. tliefciparts, I.nevcr infring- 
-cd the treaty , by, obftruding a hngle per- 
fpn, gentleman, or fpepoy, or boat, ,pr 
’coipmodity of, yours nor have I fent 
.a finglc peon for the cuftomary commif- 
fipns from the, diftrids, which I, granted 
to the Company, but have entirely left 
.oft', concerning myfelf about thofc.dif- 
' tridls, and have, not once .wrote to you 
on any affair re.ladye to tliem ; finccrthen 
. npthi.ng.has been done on my part, which 
might difturb, the friciidfliip and treaty 
fubfifthig. bet^yeen , us, ■ how can .there 
be any, room about my perfon for de- 
fto-nino- and mifehieyous men ? . And. this 
is the .way your geiptlemen behave . they 
niake a difturbance .all .over, niy country, 
plunder, the people, injure; and, -dilgrace 
my fervants, with a refolution to, expofe 
iny government to cpn.tempt j :and from 
the borders of Hindoftan to Calcutta, 
make it their bufinefs to expofe me .to 
feprn, . In every perganah and .every 

village^ 
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village', ' ' 'tliey 'Have * c/laBiiifli'eS ^en ‘ or 
' t^^'^enty' A‘e w’ fadldries,' ' and ’fc'ttih'g up tlie 
' colors, and fliewing’flic duftiicks of tlie 


Company f they ufe thdir utmoifl;' 'endea- 
vors to opprcfsthe ireiats'f merchants, ahd 
other people of the country. '* ' THe duf- 


tucks forfearching the boats, which ydii 
formerly favored me with, arid which'! 
- ferit to every chokey,’ the Englifliihen 
by no means regard, but bring fharii'e 
and difgrace upon 'my people, holding 
thcmfelves in readinefs to beat and abufe 


them. Having eftabliflied thefe new fac- 
tories,- they carry on fuch bufinefs as the 
Company never heard of ; and every 
Bengal' g9matl:'ah rriakes a diflurbance at 
every "fadtdry, and thiiiks himfelf not 
inferior to the'Cdriipany. In every per- 
gknah, every village, and every fac- 
tory,' they buy and fell fait, beetle-nut, 
gliee, ' rice;, fhraw, bamboos, fill, gun-^ 
hies, ginger, fugar, tobacco, opium', and 
ihariy other' things, niore than I can 
write, and which I think it needl'efs to 
mention. They forcibly take away the 
goods ahd commodities of the reiats; 

Hz mer- 



' irieipharitsyi&Gtj/Qr afdurtE' part 6£tHeirj' 
an^dob:y:rways o£{violenceiandobp4 
prgflip.hsVaithe)^ idblige ^therjreiatS'pi&o//tO' 
g-ixjG.nfiveorupees.idb'r godds wliich^iare, 
WorthVbutionb rupee fjrjand for the:fakei 
o£^ydjrupeessi-.< theyri.bind and- difgf ace) 
ap j^jrammeG ^;j;who pay s mC’One hu’ndred 
ruppesaimalguzarreetrl'*.; sand they .'allow.' 
notian/ authority'toj myiferva'nts.-'j'iNear-. 
four or < five ‘ ihuhdred ; <ridu^ ifadlories- ihave. 
be,qn;efi;ablifiiedoiiirmy ddmiiiions K'.and;' 
itris .impofiible •;•.to;e^pxeTs^f)^vhat<.ldi^lu’rr^’ 
bkneest i are f imadd oiho .-every faijtory,] cdhd 
hpV the; inhabitants 'areiopprefiedf? Tlhe 
ofiiGers: of- every. rdiftriftLi'haveMdefifLed; 
froiii/the exertife -ofi theinfundliDnSijvfo" 
thatrby means -pf:<thefe>oppreflionsj cand 
njy ibeingi ddprivedpf ^myrdutids^rl fufe 
feij -2 ja’ yearlyn •• idfs r. ,of ; hear ■ .t wen'ty-fiv© 
lacks •ofi!rupeesi';--5ln this cafejirho.w caii 
I keep ..Gleatiof,debts i‘r:Ho.w,can.<i[ pro;^ - 
vide^fd'r.'rthe/ipayment of i rhy tribute) tO; 
the ,king,< ; and .. .for . .the , expellees - of my 
?irnly and myi.houfiiold:?."-'In'-thei^perga-; 
nah .of Dina^eppori, • of which- !•- have 'ap- 
--'.rr' '.ifi*'. .tijo'nqir. y- nrj .'.'u;j' ‘'i-'-.'''ppint- 
perfon on whom ajclaim is made, a depen- 
dant.' f The rents, or laai-tax. 
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pbiiit8d andi ix^nt I'Ramii'aut'^Bahdred^^jolii 
IeftoP5!r.belrdeSi2itlie‘ old”fa^di7V'' twxJiifcy' 
new ones'.r'havejibecn i bdul^liilled' 'ind'bne 
gungb ■ 'f':.' • I ; baye fcht-^foE fjyourHnfor.g 
rhation.'a lid^, sfpecifying) the riuriiHercof 
the.faftories, and' the'najnes 'pfithe'ig3« 
inaftahs, • ■which I received from itlib-faid 
colledon ■ ' And every one'of tbefc-go- 
maftahs has fucli a powerj-. that iie- im- 
prifo’ns the colledlor,- and deprives ' hini 
of all authority v/henever he pleafes,- 
Therefore I defire you will fpeedilyput 
aRop to tliis method of buying and feR‘ 
ling, ftira'w, bamboos, ; &c'.' ' which 'the 
Company never praftiied. - As’ I neVer 
interfere': in any of the diftridls which ! 
gave up to the Company} at' is proper, 
that in like manner you and!" the chiefs,' 
and other Engliflimen,‘ fiiould not inter- 
fere in > any ^of the diftribls which/- -by 
your favor, belong to me.' By the grace 
of God,^’I neither have tranfgrefled, nOr 
do, nor wilbtranfgrefs the treaty arid 'a- 
greement which I have made /■ why then 
do.therchiefs.of 'the Englithmen render 
n?y .'government contemptible, and em- 


-vn ,'>1 /. 

f"A isfge mSfilet for grain. 
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p]by tlicmfclv.cp in bringing lofs upon 
me- ?.ysBc kind enough to take thefe mat- : 
tcrs into conridcratibn withbiit delay, for - 
thcy icxpbfe my government to fcorn,. 
and -are of the greatefl; detriment to^mc.” 

■li' i ' , 1 ' y ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ■ ■ ' - ^ 

^7'anjlation of a Letter froin the Nabob to 
the. Governor. Received in Ap 7 ‘iLi'j 62 . 

“ OU write me, that as the pro- 
• A vinccs arc free from difturbance 
all men have engaged in trade that tliis 
is a means of benefiting the reiats, and 
rendering the country populous ; that I 
flibuld fully inform you of tlie names of 
all fuch as lay afide their trade, and give 
interruption to my bufinefs,- together 
with', the particulars of their proceed- 
ingS'V and that you will punifli them ac- 
cording- to their ’deferts.” , ' - , 

'- JT-ds true, ^ that by the flourifiiing of 
trade, and the , free^ intercourfe of, mer- 
chants,'.; a counti-y is rendered'populousjr 
but the gomaitahs , who have gone into the 
country on the part of your gentlemen, re- 
gardlefs of what any one fays 'to them, in-^^ 
folentlyiife yiolentmeans to carry on. their 

trafiick j 
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traffick ; ■ iind -whenever a gunge or^gdlali j 
has been eftabliflied,' < they a£t as zdniiir^i 
drtrs, taalddkdarsi and' renters, arid-leavei 
my officers no autliority ahd .hefidedt 
this, tliey fend other peoples’gdods -with^j 
their own,- under the proteftion of their 
duflucks. As you have' defired - hid td- 
■write you the particulars of ' the bppref- 
fions of your gomaftahs, after the'.arrH^ 
val of Mr. Haftings,, I Will, fend yoU a 
eifeumftantial account of tliem.’’ 

... • • f 

'Tranjlafion of a Letter from Syed Rejuh 
Alice, Ze;;;/W(7r 0/', Bcerbazoo Perga-r^ 

, liah. Recevued the Middle of the Xiedf. 

^762. ■ .. 

“ UROM the beginning, the', CotiiV 
pany’s fadory has been' iii Beelr;- 
coochy, and a cloth bufinefs -has,; been 
carried oii there; arid I do, not neglcdt 
doing, to the utmoftof my power, whatf 
ever the gomaftahs of the fa<ftory, defirC; 
nor was anyoppreffion pradifed; Who.=r 
ever traded in copper, toothenagucifjor 
cotton, which was fent to the fadory 
by the Company, ■ traded' < freely, ; and) at 
PI 4 the 



I P4- A:R;3i 

tbe^market.priceq^^l^p'^ f^oin .€aIcEtta> 
Daqca, .^Cheelrn^, nand^Ran^amatt^j 
|ip^bsr5jo£,Eng-li^me^ and merchants,- 
apd.^tlie people of fMppfieui;-,,; Ghevaliefi' 
bring in^O; i';tlie-,-perganabj'^-. cppperl 
tpotbenague>j, co«on,r; tinkal,. ; fait, beet* 
tie-nut,, , j tobacco, , ; rice, .niuggadooties> 
.Springa-b.oatSjjilack, ;,:ftick jack, , dam^ 
mar, » dried fifli,, See-, and. all- thefe peo- 
pie, ■- affuming.'tbe narne.off the Compa-r 
by, .force the, reiats, .wbo.neyer dealt in. 
iueb commodities, -to • purchafe .them; • at 
SLn exorbitant price. -Befides. this, they 
^|dolently^exa(ft-large fums ^fpr^ prefents^ 
and for meir,.jpeons , expences, ,.,and,;talfe, 
a:t’ a Ibv/ rate, whatever, oilv-.&c;; they 

y. Ih'iv nov "n. .. 

buy. .by means of. thefe Ljoppremons) 
pne merchaiitSj-peons, reiats,^&c..of,the 

ijjV' hii;''- ■>' 1 '.‘f-'i'-.' V 

^'1' II’ 

entirely ruined. Moreover, .they prevent 

,vp.fl0)rj6'iqpo O..--; '’P" 

the reiats'from carryiDgon.tneir bunnefst 




-qo “rrq-':; : >=! -■=; - • 

C'l» ’J^q'argeTcihd^of canoo, made on tKe borders of 
MMiph-y 

yclj’ i^jv:EiPlcI.yjniarket7''.'-.U % A'/ciifto'm-hbufeV 
ll..^yy(lioIefale markets. . § Houfes for grain. 



thfey'^tob 'Iffid" pluiider-tliem’-^^i^evBr 
tliG^ fTii'^'t- tlieiri"’ 6n < tlib Toiid V and 
irfgi c^lorsn aVd' cet-tifi'eates^-td^tlie naeir- 
chants ^ df- th'e-' pe'rganali,'' %li6 fornie?-^' 
Ij-'paid’ dutieSjT'thfey 'Will'iibt fdfFer ^ any 
to - bfe taken . from theni'; ' 'and 'tli'e’ 'zeiniii- 
dars' peoplei’ reverencing' thd'iiam'd of me 
Gompariyj' cahhbt bbflirudt theml' ' ‘I’bro’ 
thefe oppreffion^, ' tke’’ revenues 'df 'tlie 
government have -been abfoliitBly f uihe(3> 
and ' the Comjpah'y’s budnefs ' obdrudted.' 
Being without redrefsi I fend 'you a vac- 
keel, .with a reprefen ta'tioh of the 'ftatje of 
the pergahah, he will’ 'inform you J of 
all particulars, ' rhdjpe,' 'that regarding, 
ih'y diftreffed' condition, yoii will fend a 
feepdy, "with a duftuck,' ' to take rhy 
c'duntry iihder his pirdtedtidii,; and"''whl 
order the' gdmadalis df the Beelcdochy 
fad;ory,' 'td.' put a ftop td the ■powef^ of 
fiich ds trade by force and oppreffiohs.] 
to' make every one refund’ what promts 
lie-lias exadled by violence ; to put op- 
preffion and injudice to flight, ^ and . to 
have the Company’s bufinefs carried , on 
as . .formerlyi I have ‘-acquainted, the 

^'^' Vkckeel 
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vscfeeel' /Iwifir. the*; particular -•: r.'hS:^^ 

Tidir inform- you of'.them'J^ o.’r.i^icr. 

I fw.n ■: ...; 

*itranJlftion af,^a LetfeK.frpmJ^o(A^tw:ii . 
,a: Renter, to the. l:^2hoh. 

*'/ / 1 ^ „**♦/... ‘ . ■ • • ^ i I . , . , 

E trade of the fait and bat- - 
“20 -r^^r'ty-'.woody inrthe chuckla of Sil-'.- 
het,.'has for, ‘along while been- granted to. 
mb 3_Jn conlider^on of which> I pay. a 
yearly rent ^ of 40,000 cawns of cow-^ 
ries 5 but now Mr. and Cbaildermun, . 
and/.Coja Marca.t,% Englifli, gom^ahs/-. 
haying^brqugbt a, large., quantity, .of fait 
into the.aforeiaid chucWa, oblige my go-^ 
maftahs, by force and oppreffion, to puf- 
chafe it at an exorbitant price j and hav- 
ing, by; yiolent .means, . taken . the .batty-r ; 
wood trade, into their, own hands,.. they, 
have put a ftop to.my bufinefs, whereby 
I fuffer.ayerygreat Ipfs.* Yet thefougedar' 
has,, opprelliyely. exailed from me the 
ufuai ^ rents, plundering my houfe, and 
forcing me from my home,;, and my 
gomaftahs, by reafon,of.the opprefiions 
r' ..., . - of 

Value afcout rO'jbdd rupee's. 

' :f i.Thc name not legible in the original. 
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of-'the Englifli 'gdmaftah^i and’.tlid ri^or v 
and violence v/ith which the malj^nzaf^T 
rce is exadted, have taken to flight. I 
tlicrefore hope you ’will do^me''''theVfai^ 
vor, to order a perwannali to’ he wrote 
to the fougedar, cither to put h'flop to' 
the power of thc»Engli£li gomaflalis,- or 
elfe not to demand the rents fronicihe.’* a- 


,:SEc’tJON^ ,X;, 

The liicrcafe of the Difputes.-— — 

' 'Vanfittart’sjdufn’ey to Mohghe'er, aiid | 
Regulations agreed upon vflth"Bie“ 
Nabob.' 

Great Alar^ms'of an approaching Riiptiire' 
'■ bet’weeh ns and ihc Nabob.*^/;ic)*<?^7/&' 
’■ of the Complaints oh both Sidts.— Let- '' 
ters containing the Complaints dgainji the- 
' Englifli Agents and GdmaJidhsdrdLet-^ 
ters containing theComplaintsagainf We- 
NabobV Officers,- — Debates and Orders' 
of the Board upon the Occ'afo7i.—^Lfd-6 
fans for Mr. Vanflttart’r fourney to 
Mongheer. — lie, arrives atyMoprflie- 
...... . .0 joa dabad. 

- w ^ 
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• ' • , t 

%-^ 4msMr, 

ar.meA'^at 

^^^^pn^Qpv^Conf^mcesif^^^ I:Ja- 
hoh. -^L^teri^from^Mri.^^^ to , 

^ Jp ^ ' fp/P 

"Letters, i one.from,Mr^..C 2 ixXitr^to Ma- 

. 3 ^''\i/l • 1 1 : ' 1’ -y-* lO * ' \t‘ o ^ • ’ - »i s- ' 

homed Alice, <-the, ColleStor of Dacca ; 
arid 07ie.fiom,.Mef. -]ohniiQnt Hajr afid 
Bolts, to the Fougedar of' Purnea.— 
'^.fMteryf)ym',}Mr.; /yanlittar t / 'and-' Mr 
^'Haftings tp^the Councihi-rfith -ihpfRe^^ 
■o ■ip'f'opo/ed. '■r— Letter: from, the- 

l 3 ^ab,ob^fo Mr. Vaaifittart, containing -d 
.j.Swpma0^^pf .„ his Complaints.-— — Mr-i'- 
.5„yanfijetart?’j-rj^7z/w^r to the-Noboh^ con-’^- 
^.^fqinpjg-thfiRegulatioTis promfed- there-^- 
pc}ipp7hf^hjchyr^as-the.S'ubjeB'\ofrthefh-'- 
fuhig pifpute_s,.'rr-Mr'. Y anli'ttai^t^^'r^t'^^l/il' 
.;,./? '?, 2 Jsxi 2 i.'^iGoniplamt/'tpade:‘to^hifh 'by- 
■^phe Nabob •j'; ■ Deputfaf ipatha;^^^^^- 
.^pufe \about:the. Burbunna: Gaief^Lif- ' 
^_-:pufe about ': thee. Gxxnge. p-Mr. 'V^nfitW:: 
« tarty ; Aiifwer.e.to-cthe : Leputf-s :-'Co),7ip'^ 
-.-,^^,i'- plaints^ 
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p/ainfy.^Mn' Vahfittart'^r/ 

. •« Patna ■if^y'' ' 'Galcutta:''-^— ^iy^cailr at 

, 4.' , . i r' 

■- MongheerJ md iidliciJytd’i^Vbf'We''^‘&.'^ 

‘pedhtoti'id^^'^^xA^’^'^f'ciic of his' Forces 
at this PmVd:^L'cfhifr6ni'hhFGJt^^^^ 
to Mef . '- Vanbttaft 'ii/;^ Pi ailings'^^'' in 
' jinfiocr 'td theirs y5w)FMorig1iber.'~i — 

■ ‘ ikT/'.-Vaiiflttart : 7 ?^Coffi&bu!^ar. 

■ '•^'His LcFief io fhe^BoarH froinl^fence. 

' — 'lie rctiirhi 'io-'CakUttaf ‘ _ 

• • •.*• v..,v« -o-'. . •'■. *■ 


T' Strox^e as long as p 6 ffible‘'to' remove 
’tlie'fe diforders by private catftioWs' to 
the gentlemen concerned j ‘but iinding 
thofe .means . incffeiSlual, I' was ’ obliged 
to . lay them before the Boai'dy' where, 
however, for the moft ' part, ' they "met 
v.dth as little. attention. They were ‘u- 
fually conftrued' as - forged pretexts .' of 
the, Nabob, ^to pick ’>& quarrel with ■ iis, 
and encroach ' upon ‘ our rights; P was 
reproached" wnth' the credit which I giave 
to.the Nabob’s repreferitations, and evdiy 
gentlemanf'.w-ho was ihterefted in' tlieirn, 
regarded me as his.perfon:al dnemy^'''In 


fhort. 
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D^hoffcpfithough tlie;-“d6mplkints ‘beckine 
^jeveiyadaylfmoreufrequeAt, "^et 'otot' one 
Bwas reyeif iredreffed;'-’ ' hob 'eveh : 'tliougHt 
lmortHy^ ojfi^ ahi'iehquiry ; >a'nd''aH tbat' ^I 
scquld 4o‘i was'P'by. pklliatihg whdt -I dould 
3iiotiremedy,-: to'ikeep -the N'atbb in tem- 
-per/i'andiprevent'ani-operi’ qua'rfeV fi'bih 
"breakihgno’ut 'between us; ■ ■ ■ 

i I . S o b N' afterp ^ I ; -wasp'for two ' hiontbs 
•confined ififom' ibufinefs -by A dangerous 
dllnefsV. Being unable an this 'interval to 
-apply the faine' palliatives ’ and' cautions, 
.which hkd 'hitherto checlced’ the progrefs 
'bf 'thefe difputes ^and ftruggled between: 

' the NaboVs bfii'cer's 'ahd the gomaftahsi 
they were carried to the greateft licenti- ' 
pu&efs qn,,both fides; The-firfi; I heard 
of,,bpfinefSr,^ter- nay recovery was, that 
a war was breaking out with the Na- 
bob j complaints croiided in upon me 
from- all 'partsi the officers of the go*^ 
vern'ment declaring, that their authori- 
ty ■ in every ’ place -was- trampled' upon by 
the Engliffi gomaftahsf- fo that they 
could no longer preferve the leafii order, 
in:-the. rnanagement bf thebufinefs com- 
, 1 • I .• mitted ■ 
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-knitted to/their T charge, hor/nc'oUeaothe 
-.revenues '.of .thej government ^i.iandirth'at 
■jjthe.:,iifual)vduties which- had been ypaid 
v.by.the , Englifh. merchants' on faltivcand 
> fonie otherarticles of.-private/tradejiwere 
^now withheld and refufed ^ van dy '.on the 
p.tlier fide, . the gentlemen of - the, fubor- 
dinate fadiories, ,■ and , the...Englifli -^gd- 
-maftahs, afferting they' had paid the ufu-_ 
■al duties, notwithftanding which many 
,.of their, .boats -were ; hopped-. That tlie 
nature of rjthefe., cornp|aints, whieh:i af- 
terwards .-produced^ ,fu(bh'7CGd'fequ.ences, 
may, be; the .better iunderhoodi fome pf 
,the moft. material jQiall he, here infer ted/ 

'^opy of 'a'- 'Letter from Serjeant * ^Bf e^d 
to the Governor. £)^re’/Backefguhge; 
‘May 25,- I’yda. ' , 

- ^’l^HE lituation of affairs,, at,- .this 
• . place, .obliges nie to apply-, to 
your Honor , for inffrudtiohs for my -fur^ 
ther proceedings, . . 

. . - 'Ml MY' 

' A ferjeant fent witli'fix feepdysj By the Nabbb^’s 
defire,'to affift the zemindar of Backergunge. 



112 -^/Narrative of the 

My inftrudlions wKich I brought here 
were, that in cafe any Europeans or their 
fervants committed any 'diforders, they 
were to be fent to .Calcutta, notwith- 
ftandirig any pretence, they fhall make 
for fo doing, . , 

Notwithstanding the rigor of 
thefe orders, I. have ever made it my 
bufinefs (when any thing trifling, hap- 
pened) to endeavor, by gentle means, to 
perfuade the gentlemen’s gomaftahs-here 
to adt in a peaceable manner j which, al- 
though repeated feyeral times, has had 
no effedt y . but, on the contrary, has oc- 
cafioned their writing complaints of hie 
to their refpedlive mafters, that I ob- 
flrudted them in their' bufinefs, and ill 
ufed them ; and in return, I have receiv- 
ed menacing letters from feveral gentle- 
men, threatening, if I interfere with 
their fervants, to ufe fuch "meafures as , 
i may repent j nor have the gentlemen 
only done this, their very gomaftahs 
have made it public here, that in- cafe I 
flop them in any proceeding, they will 
. , , . ' - - ufe 
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ufe the iaiine methods ; for the truth of 
which I have good proofs. 

Now, Sir, 7 am to inform you what 
I'Jiave obftruifted them m j this pltice 
•was of great trade formerly, but no\v 
brought to nothing by the followirtg 
pradbices. 

A GENTLEMAN fends a gomaftah 
here to buy or fell ; he immediately looks 
upon hirnfelf as fufficient to force every 
inhabitant, either ' to buy his goods, or 
fell him theirs j and on refufal (in' cafe 
of non-capacity) a flogging or conflne- 
ment immediately enfues. This is not 
fufiicient even when willing, but a fe- 
cond force is made ufe of, whieli is, to 
engrofs the different branches of trade 
to themfelves, and not to fuffer any per- 
fons to buy or fell the articles they trade 
in j and if the country people do it, then 
a repetition of their authority is put in 
pradbice ; and . again, what things they 
purchafe, they think the leafb they can- 
do is, to take them for a confiderable 
deal lefs thah another merchant, and of- 
tentimes refufe paying that ; and my in- 

VoL. II, I terfering 



tcr/qrin^ occafions an immediate com-i 
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' I iiE-SEj .and many other oppreffions 
more tJian can be related, which are daily 
iifed by the Benq-al PomaftaHs, is the 
rcalon that tins place is growing deft — 
tiite' of -inhabitants, every dav numbers 
leave the town, to icck a rclidence inore 
fa^e I and die', very markets, which be- 
fofc'aftbrded plenty, do hardly now, pro-, 
diice any thing bf '’ufe, their peons be- 
ing allovyed to force poor people rand 
if ^the, zemindar offers to prevent it,.. he 
is threatened to be.iifed in the fame man- 


ner- , ... , . 

Before, juftice was * given in the 
phblic 'cutcherree,' but how eveiy go- 
maft'ali' is 'Become' a judge, and eveiy 
one’s bbiife a ciitcherree ; they even pafs/ 
fehtehces oh the 'zemindars themfelves,' 
aiid draw money from them by pretended’ 
injuries,' 'fuch' as. a quarrel with fome o|:' 
theif peons, or their having, as they af-' 
ferf, ftole forhething, ‘which is' ihdre^ 
likely 'to’ Jiave' been taken by their own' 


- people.) 

®'Ejcercifc3,-'‘'‘- ^ - r 
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pc'ople i ‘ !)ut^ aiiowlng tliey were ' fobbed, 
I believe no gomaftali’s authority extends- 
io^'far,' as to take liis o wTatisfafliion on 
the government. • , r , , 

H A V i N G ' thus far , acquainted 79 ^**. 

•T’’ ’1“ '■''A 


intereifi:, that in cafe I am to .put ypiu: 

orders in execution, I may be bore harm- 
* ' ' ' ' ' ' ►' '»♦ 
lefs therein '5 and I beg leave to conclude, 

being wth all refpeft, 5 cc'. 

B^ranJlaiUn of a Ijeiter front ^ Mahdmed’ 
■ KaSzz' to the' Governor, Received the 
Beginning of Oftober 1762. 

■ I S Excellency the Nabob ^^-was. 

: pleafed to appoint nie 'colledlpr. 
of ,,thq perganahs, ,iii • the proymee . of 
Dacca biit feveral people of that place, 
have ingratiated themfelves.rn , the favor, 
of the gentlemen of Luckypoor and^ 
Dacca factories, , and greatly detrirnented . 
the affairs, , To this purport his Exce^f^ 
lency has wrote you, andjdiredted.me tpr 
; ' I 2 acquaint 

- , ® Colledlor-.of Dacca# 
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acquaint you with every -4hing 'relative 
to the gentlemen of the fadlory. .a . 

■ n/T’anninroRB I now '.3ay'*the whole 
.before .you,-: and fend ;by'Mirza. Myfu-r 
^deeh a>pcr.wannah from his. Excellency, 
wliich he will * prefen t to yoti.';. In the 
iirft'place,' a numbcr.of merchants have 
made intcreft with tlie people of the fac- 
tory, ‘ hoifl: Englifli colors on their boats, 
and carry away their goods under the pre- 
tence of their being EngliOi properly, by 
which means tlie Sh'ahbundcr and other 
;CuftOms are greatly detrimented.- Scr 
cortdly, tlie gomaftahs of Luckypoor and 
Dacca .fadorics oblige the merchants, 
&c*' to take tobacco, cotton,, iron, and 
fundry 'Other things,' at' a price. exceed- 
•ing. that; of the bazarj and .then : extort 
•the smoney from them by force \ befides 
‘whichi- they take diet., money for the 
rpeons, and) make tliem pay a.. fine. for 
.breaking • tlieir - agreement. ■ By ; thefe 
1 proceedings j v the.. aurungS' ' and other 
-places: are ruiried-; ^ Thirdly, the gomaf- 
tahs J of Euckypoor ; fadtory have, taken 
• the taalookdars taaloocs froni'.theitahfil- 
• . r . . da? 
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dan.By//orebifbryth“e’ir,owri iifcj raridfjwill 
iiof pay thePrentfl} 'A't/fheiinftigatidn ©f 
fonieiiyedple fthey-j roii mat'fef>ibfj;C(5m- 
plainiti fendlEurbpeans and. feeppy'simth 
p.> duftiick ' info' the rcbuntryj- rand; there 
cr’eate'difturbances.y -.'Trhey.dlatibn chb*- 
keys -at' difFererit' .places,- ci andi.-whafever 
they -find iti poor people’^ ihoufes ) they 
caufe to :be foldil-aiad itakb the fnoney. 
'By ; thefe,— difliirbances'-the- country, as 
ruined, and the -reiats: cannot ftay; in their 
'h'dufe's,‘;nor .pay ' the malguzarree. -.u-iln 
many places; tMr, Chevalier has byiforce 
•©■firabirflied tteW' markets,- .and.! new -fac- 
tdfiesV'ahd has niade falfe -feepoys'idn 
kfiS bwii part,’ and they leize whom they 
‘'\jvail‘f,'artd fine them. By his forcible pror 
-ceedings hiany hauts, gaiits,,. and per'- 
■gkiialis are ruined, and the-malguzar^ 
ree of the 'government^fiuffers greatlyV. J 
therefore hope you will - fend, ' for the 
fec'urity of thereiats, two -Europeans .or 
■feepoys with a dufiiuck, which’ may put 
an end - to ’ tliefe ' proceedings, and tend 
todhe beiiefit'of-fhe inhabitants. Bleafe 
dd‘ fendiletters- to:..the chiefs. iof Dacca 
>;..c J 3 and 



‘itelffl "gf7% gWfg® ifte 

®fi#APJ!A9t,'#8v94s5f?<d?S5‘“">ife 
aA98?(j%m ‘■SfRg^t, 

9Smg??^ ?Ri?i^p94Kfe‘=?W?Lg8‘#.? 

reyxjiues.'-^ Other matters Mir za. Myfa- 
^een. will, relate to,,ypu,.,yqu yvilLpleafe 
tp^confider them, ..and then the affairs of 
the government will, profper.”, ; . 




tjopy of a Letter jf gm Mr. ^ EUis^ ro the 
'Governor'' aiii Council. ' Dated Od. 7, 

' .... 




5 f Q prevent any hlame being, herer 
, , A, after, ^.thrown . upon ..usf. for 'the ■ ’ 
deficiency of our inveffment, •we . are 
,no\y; j jnform you, ,, that ^ at -Jehanabad, 
^th^;prineipah;cloA aurung,^ our.gpmaf- 
•tahs,, delplls,^, &c. -have been, .perempto- 
rily;, ordered ,m.,-dej[ift from -purchaffngi 
and quit the place. Upon, ;.theiri;-nonr 
compliance, they have been threatened 
and abufed in the moft vile and grofs 
terms j and the wafhermen employed in 
tvhitening our cloths have been actually 

beat, 

■ f Complaints againll the Nabob’s officers^ 



'T^ranjhdii^is "ijP Ben okx , , 

Be'at/‘^ahd^’^edns'’put' ovef 'tPpfe 

vent tKkr going'" oil * in"'^lieif^^bufikdlf / 
Raj^i ■^•■' N'obit'Ro’y’ '(t8 wiiBM'bTiffelifcf 

Kas twice complained'' Bf ^ tbtefe^ prSSee'd- 
ihgs)- declares', that ' the "perlBn w^Kcl'llius 
ihfults us, and iniphdes the' Comjmh^s 
bufihefs, is independent of him i 'fo'iha^t 
it would feem he is-rent^hy the 'Nabob 
merely for this'purpbTd. -'^''’''^^'-"'* ' 

If fuch infolence is fuffered to pafs 
unnoticed, we can have no hopes of com- 
jpleating our inveftmeht j. for ivho will 
ferve us, whilft they thereby fubjedl 
themfdves t6^fuch^feyere' and ignomini- 
ous treatment from the’couhtiy govern- 
ment ?' ‘ •- .• 


= For the carrying bn the Conipahy-s 
-bulinefs,' it isrcvident we mud: be' obliged 
to ‘repel force by force j - and’lhall do'fd,. 
■linlefs we receive your honbrsi'^cl' brdfef s. 
to the 'contrary.” - 

* Then Naib at Patna, . 
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Copy of the RefoliApn of jhe'BoardfMef 
Viuifittart, Amyatt, McGwire, Hay 
W atts) '-on" the foregoing Lcfferl 
■'''^lOdobcr’ iSj ly 62 . ^ 

""A GitEED,' we write imniediate- 
' ■’■^^ ‘ly the 'following anfwer, that' 

. we inclofc a letter from the Prefiderit to 
the Nabob, on tho fubjed- of their com-*^ 


plaints, and hope4fwilh.be eifeduai in 
removing 'all interruptions in' the Coin- ' 
jjjChy’s biifinefs biit at dl events, ‘ aS we’ 
IfaVOit fuffit'icntly in our 'powei* tO pro- • 
cure ffatisfadion-for' any injufy'that niay’' 
rnay be done tlielnterefts of .oiif employ-’ 
efs h tliey are ori-'no' account to make ule-' 
of fOrceV without oiif expfels'diredioris ; 
thitt they db^fiot -infe'rt tion ''in their letter, ' 
thatethey' have - made any ^application' 'to-' 
thb 'Nabob, ito put- a* Hop to the difficul-^ 
ties- they rep refentj- and- which certainly - 
they ’ otight ,:to have; done; when- they- 
were ‘4nforihed,' that the' perfon they'' 
cOinplaihed 'of, 'Was independent of' the ' 
Naibtef Patna*' ' ^t leaft it’flioiild have 


occurred -'to ’ the'nff’ that fucli application 


•0gf;C|(iO31 


was 
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was neceflary, before tliey fhould propofe 
to make ufe of\force.”'- '' " *' l‘v 

ExtraSl of- 'a'^ Letter, from tbe <GentJemen 
at Luckypoor, to the Govertioryand 
CounciJ, Dated Oftpber 14, .1762^ •; 

" TTrE .-iAuft beg leave, to obferve to 
. .. VY you,- 'that within vtbefe .few; 
days, every boat, which' we .have fentout? 
of the river, has , been iloppcd.at the dif-; 
ferent chokeys,. not\Vithftanding they,- 
have the chief’s duftuck. Our gomaftaha 
and people , ufed ill and confined, - ^^d ra- 
very exorbitant duty demanded ; and pur-, 
fervants in general- greatly infulted alf 
over thc^country. Upon our fending to^ 
fpme of thefe places to enquire the rea-^ 
fon of this extraordinary behavior an-;- 
fwer was given, that they had PrderS-.- 
ffom the Nabob to ftop and demand dun; 
ties from every Englilli boat that pafied,- ■ 
and on no; account tP let them:go;.freej i 
as the Englifli duftuck -was pfnPconfe- 
quenCe. in- the country, and for this pur-' 
pofe the force at every chokey is augri 
mented. This has . occafipned. -an- entire-; 

ftoppage 
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^6'uf 'trad€!y ^'greatlyl to’^ilie' dfe’^ 
t'riirfbnt'Of- private’ 'for tuiies^-; as' we' 
hSve %b^’iaf^e'i[juan'f itiefe' bf^gbods,"’ 
t'difteS-Wt * the "difFeVent ‘ CHdkeys; wliicii' 
\l^'banfibt get^^ rele&fedf urilefs wd'ftiK-’ 
mif''lLb''pay ihe'bxfraVagaht'SBuftbin they 
feqhire •' ahd'%'ere' we to* do that, buf 
VbalS'-'arb dialile' to he ftbp'ped^’ at the 
very next Chokey,--and' thfe'-fafne' duty 
again demahdedi:' Of ^thbfe bircuniftahces 
We] think -it neceirary- to advife' you, , and 
hope fpeedy 'meallireS ‘Will‘be' taken to 
procure -Us 'redrefs.-- 'We are* under’ daily 
a]5preHenhdns,-''that acuftofn willhe de- 
lUrarided bn bur cloth purchafes, ' which 
mtift-’ be bf great prejudice to bur Ho- 
tiorablc’ ‘Employersi” ■ ■ ' -■ ■ *' ■ 


10 


r; 0 - 


r i 


of a ^Letter, from fhezQhiefjmid 
^^ffouncil at, Chittagong,-. /dJ tbejfroveniqr. 
ji]anf CounciL DatefOdiohzxj-.^i^yjiytz.- 

laft night received^ a' letter 


9 f n f V i 1 f :fro'rri the Dacca getitlenien, ad- 


vihng ' • us j that ' tile extraordinary- info - 
lence. of uthe^^ natives ' in- every • part- of 
their diftrids, has given them the great- 

eft 



^jimfaBims nip._ Ben diA l, 

^-reafpn ; tp;;;apprehend jtrpubles>Tin.:j^hp; 
country -;r,candotnat'-thej natives.ofefimntpr 
confirm, 

clarations,; that their .trade is \ almofh piifc 
an .entire .fi:pp j .to; , . their. ^ fiag-, uff:d gwit^ 
cpntemptj and their .priyUeges ridiculed.;, 
tha,t this being their, prefenfe. fituation, 
they .re(jueft ,\ye wilLlet.thetn have.ano^' 
ther. company:ofvfeepoys,.ff6r the-, pro-? 
teftipn, ,of';Our ,r Honorable i Mailers tpro* 
perty^ ,at .their /a<ftory.-j , that the .,Gompa~ 
ny appointed ' there. -are ^ very - fickly,-^ and 
.many .men; unfit for adluabfervice-; fr.that 
the-ibqner ,vv:e 'fend them-^ithisi detaGh,- 
ment . the. better,, asj.alfo fomei.ammuni” 
tion; that the’Cpnipany.fhah again bere- 
turned, when their affairs jare putxupon 
a. better ^ footing. In confequence of 
thefe advices,' we have ’ ordered a'cdm^ 


pariy of feepoys, with fome ammunition, 
to ‘ . oceed'to "Dacca, with albexpedi- 
tion, whieli-^we hope will meet 'with 
your :approbatipn; At : the .-fame time, 
■we alfo received a letter : from.- the^gen- 


tlernen at Luckypoor>; T.equeflirig a-.fupr 

•- 1: - r -'u: -/id ':-ply 



iilpef t"MfomiSiijtidii>-*%Hi'c}^ wd^jha^'d'cR 

id'efdd<to'?fcTS'f^lit:;>' y-*-P‘ ;?)'!“• hu;. ‘ h;:.'l'i\r;,i 

yotiy that With- 
ifiithefe^fe# days'pafti''' W6’ Mye-f effetved 
a'd^vice frci'rn ddf’gbmaft'ali’s^^ in-'difFefefit 
paks'of ‘the‘'cbT(iri’ttyj ' tti'af * 9 'uf bufinbfs'is 
‘put' d' -ftbp; 'to,' ' '• by ‘ tW' N'a'bdb’s 
pepplej- ' arid' '"Puri ’'b'dat^' * riot ( fudfefed t6 
pifs' dbri >chokey§V'‘-lb;e'i^zeiriiridars ' de^ 
iflaridiHg' ■' Very- dOrifidfe'fable-dU'tte^ to Bp • 
•paid; fbeftiV • deGlanrtgV’tbiey- have'- orders 
ffom iCpffiniicAilleeiiGawn’fo'' t6'db> - arid 


Hillers ' wri' rife' . fotee- tn- ptevenf 'at,' * tbey 
will fee' 'bis' dii^blioris AridOy complied 
.\^ith» -■ Several of bur boats are rioW ly^- 
irigfcorifiried at^ difFererit chokeys.”'-' 

*'rit iifi'-'i'i f,ii i . .-j. ,. ‘'c 

E^traBypf-.a ^Letter fvpirt ith'e Chief ,'a 7 id 
Council Dacca, to the Governor, and 
^^^yComiciL- ■: Dated Pdlober S,'. 1762.- 



E tbink it out duty to inform 
■. you; :that the outrages com- 
mitted in tliefe •! parts' by the goverfir 
nierif s people, for this month pad, have 
arrived to fuch a' height, as to put armdft 
% total flop to our bufinefs. At every 
^ chokey 



- T7:afifaBwjs-^.7n.B:E.:i^'Qjiis, 

^:liokey our.' bbatS;are,ft6pped,i(the p.eojile 
■infulted, aud the flag ufpdnwithjtherufr 
liigfl:- ap.d molt .grofsid'cpntcjjipt.ji '\/Our 
advices from Silhet, give^us, tliel fam^^dn- 
telligence, further . adding, thati ^:>mU;r 
chulcas have been taken; from, ;many.iinr 
habitants, prohibiting them on no account 
to have any cpnnedtions ;with : the Engr 
lifli. As' this fpirit of infolence iricreafes 
to a, very furprizing degree,- and, we have 
daily the mortification, to hear; of repeat- 
jed-infults and violences, offered toiour 
;privileges, we are under an. , apprehen- 
flqn, that the Company’s - biiCnefs will 
in' a few days fliare the fame fate akall 
private^ has. ,..Tp prevent and, remedy 
thefe evils, we muft depend upon the 
ineafures yoii may take in cohfequdnce 
of this information. ' • r ' 

■A s appearances are ■ fo very uhpro- 
.miling, -we have wrote to the, gentle- 
men of Chittagong, for . a. reinforce- 
ment of accompany of feepoys, which 
fliall be again returned themj when 
affairs begin to clear up.’*, . r -f;. 

V- . ■■ •'!. E'^Wadi 

\ ■■■■ f "Written obligations. 



Tji6 A /N'A' R £ A- T I 


ijtsm ;Tr&nodqf-fn?-5.!:5 Jo sJatckfiiyo? 

ExlrdBVfrgk'iGonfiiltdtkn-of ‘ihe (i^th'bf 
n(^0cphQhaQfBr.efe7if~ -Mef^ ;=oV anfittk'rt^ 

GR'^ElDp '■we' write to Dacca' in 
to iliieif'letter of tiie 'B^^ 
niftaiffi' tlikt -we liiuft rieeds Iky^ from the; 
infdfmatioh of 'the ahoveq^* Jitters, there - 
is'^reaton to 'fe£t^ Meir gomaft^s ,ahd a^ 
gehtk-have made;ufe' of Veiy 'iihwarfant-|, 
ahle^pradtices -iii- their trade'i-‘ahd'|ierhap£ 
thfe'feveral' diip'utes'ahd iKterriiptioiis they- 
c'dihplaihJ bf,- have' 'heCncdwiS^' to -that 
cau'fe-’f ^but' as 'we -are always able ahd'wili-’ 
lifigj'wheil the hdceffity of circuinftaiiCes’ 
rnayf equire, to' procure tHeih tedirefs for ’ 
a'n'y inj uries'' they may fiiffer in their tfadej*' 
orothefwife : we diredtf that 'they forbeaf -• 
ih'aking life of force -Without 'ouf’ pe'f- ' 
mihibn arid orders i and therefore delife' 
they will return to Chittagorig immedi-’ 
ately, the company of feepbys ' which" 
they have wrote for from thence '5 and if 

a' • ••• 

,■ •' "'.i ' ■ ' * * 

Serjeant Brego’s, Mahomed Alice’s and others,'; 
tii'eh'fcad at the Board/' 



Any complaints of interruptions in their 
bufmefs are hereafteryrna'devby’'dieirCg6~4 
maftahsy let^Mr. Gai'tie'r fendsaf .p'efTon 
to lenquire -into’. theitru'tliVof tlie /affair, 
\vith, a letter to the proper, officer of the. 
government, .to, defire be wilhputa ftop 
to fuch obftrudtions-; , that inclofed, , are 
letters from the Governor torjeffarut' 
Cawn, the.Naib, and Mahomed, AUee, 

... ' . . I . Ji: !' ' ■ >' '> 

the colledlor of the revenues; which w.e 
hope will prevent any,' further,. Aiforders,"' 
at .leafi:, . until . the, Prpfident . can make: 
theneceflary regulations, in concert -with^ 
the Nabob ; that the above-mentioned, 
copies . of .le.tters we, have forwardedT^.tOi 
them for. thehHnformation -and ,, repiy,\ 
in cafe. there fliould- be, any. fa6ts in them; 
jnifreprefented ; and/vfe defire they ./will:', 
fend, on their parts, a particular ftate of; 
- their- complaints to the Prefident, who.: 
will take the proper meafures. to,. obtain' 
tlieni fatisfadtion and indemnification fon, 
all lofles and, damages that . they, muft- 
likewife take effedtual care, that none, 
of their gomafi:ahs- or., agents.- dp.^in-/ 

. ture ufe any kind of force, .or a.uthpi:ityriny 

carrying 



1-28 ^Narrative, of the 

■cafryirig .ori their tradej I6aft the dif- 
putes, .occalioned-. by fuch -pradiices, 
ihould in the end affeft the Company’s 
.biifinefs 5 neither mull 'their gomallahs 
be allowed to fet themfelves up as ma- 
fgiftrateairi the country, in -hearing dis- 
putes between the inhabitants, irhpoling 
fines, &c; • ' 

Agreed, we- likewise add to the 
^Luckypoor letter,' • the iev-eral inllruc- 
• tiohs' contained in the ah ore ’ letter to. 
'•Dacca, to regulate ‘’the’mSelves by, in 
cafe any difputes 'Ih'diild happen with 
them.” ' ' ‘ . "*• •:''■ ■■■ • 

Extras^ of Confultation of the No-< 

. vember, 1762. ( Erefent Mef: Amyatt, 
McGwire, Hay and Watts.) 

AGREE D, to write an anlwer to 
' jL\. Luckypoor, referring them to 
our ' letter of the 1 8th of Odloberi for 
'diredlidns how to regulate themfeRes 
with regard to the obllrudlions they coni- 
'plain of, till liich time as the Prelideht 
can arrive with the Nabob, and enquire 
into, and fettle thefe dilputes on a Solid 

plan 
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-plan for the future fafety :uid freedom 
of our trndc, dcfirintx them in the mean 
time to fend us nn account of the duties 
they have ufunlly paid, and tlic frc/lt 
cufloms which arc now demanded, for 
tlie Prefidcnfs guidance in fettling the 
matter. 

Agrkfd, to write to Chittngoiw, ad- 
vifing them, in nnfwer to the above let- 
ter, that ns tlie PrcJfidcnt is .gone on a 
viiit to the Nabob, and intends to enquire 
very particularly into, and fettle nil the 
difputes of die nature they complain of. 
Vfc dcfirc they will fend us a particular 
account of their complaints, wJiat was 
the amount of the former duties, and 
what frcfli cuRoms arc now demanded, 
for his (the Prcfidcnt’s) guidance in fo 
doing ; hut that, in the mean time, \\'c 
mufl forbid them niakino; life of force 
to redrefs tlicnifelvcs v/ithout our pofitiv'c 
direftions ; that regarding the difputes 
at Dacca, we liavc font tlic gentlemen 
there our orders and dxrcdlions, under 
the iSth of Odlobcr.” 


VoL. ir. ' 



K 
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sir; NoTl^iTHSl'>ii4DING-''tllblc’n^^^ to 
•x^liicH til'c'fe dilpiitcs' 'werb 'cHtried, and 
warmth dnd ill liimicir xV’Hicli' appear- 
"M 'On 'both' Tide's, 'I had yet one refource 
' BTt for ’ ah ' ' accommodation,' ’ which I 
' doubted hot wqiild fuccecd. T mean ah 
interview' with the Nabob, ' which I liad 
long intended,' and which he had often 
flrongly' preffed'. ' I was'' determined, 
therefore^ to take- this 'opportunity,' when 
a, change oif 'air wasOhecefTaryf my 
healfh,' to payhiim a'vifit kt ilVfongheer. 

' I 'Mttefed niyfelf this' ' would' prove ' an 
effedfual ihetlibd'of fe-efta'bl idling a cdii- 
hdence between us, putting ah end to , 
the difputes, which had arifen, and’pro- 
'■vidin'g 'a plan for the fecurity hf the prb- 
-vih'ces ag'ainft 'foreign enerhies. 

The' ,pb'irits‘ih difputc' 'ivere not any 
ihterefts* 'of the 'Company, hut the'ex- 
' ' tent of the privileges of our private trade, 
'.the duties to be paid on certain articles, 
and the overgrown authority of our a- 
gents and gomaftahs ; points which had 
been often difputed by the former Na- 
bob Taftier Allee Cawn, as has been al- 

' ready 
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.readyvinentioned., >That-I mielitliavje all 
fthe netelTaryinfoniiatlons, ^ordersi^^yp'^e 
fent, from, the Board to''LuckypQor, .and 
-Dacca, to.tranfmit^an account „of,., what 
duties- they ,had ufually^paidmjpqn their 
, private^ inland, trade ; ^on.-the, other hand, 
I, wrote to the officers of the ffovernment, 
that I.fhould.ifoon fee ^ the. Nabob, that 
all difficulties, would then be removed : 

. and in the, mean tirne, that they .fhould 
be yery careful not to obftrudt the bu~ 
finefs.of .any of the .Englifh gomafiahs, 

, but receive, luch duties as had ufually 
been paid,, . and give , their rowanas .or 
, .duftucks. .... 

, I ASKED;, leave. of the Board .to, take 
Mr. Haflings as ,my affiflant, and^ .in.ade 
the neceflary preparations for my j.q^pr- 
ney with, all expedition, as my fetting 
out on. a friendly vifit . to the Nabob, 
could not but halve one .immediate Gi.ood 
effeft, throughout the country,.by fh.e\v- 
.ing, that tliere v/as no foundation fqr 
. the. alarm of an intended rupture. 


K'z 

* PafTports. 


f ' 

The 






ber at Moorfhedabad, where I hk<i ma- 
ny converfations-with-the Naib, or depu- 

on,therfu]yeca: 
or tlie "diiputes which .had arifen.in.all 
parts of the country. He laid before 
md-^.hhultituHe of ''corriplaints, which 
caihe within 'His |)r6vmce,‘ and‘ I did 
what’^as in' hiy power 'to’ 'redrefs Tuch 
a^'^equifed it j'ibh 'my' part alfo; "I made 
IciiH-vidi td him the ffep'fefehtations which 
Kad^'bme- ffdm ' buf fddtbries agdinfl Ma- 
Hbrned' 'Allee, ' the" colleftof of Dacca, 
and’ the" ^adjacent 'diil'ridtSj' wHb' feemed 
to b'edhb^;moft'"foVwar(i of the. Nabob’s 
b'ffic'ers in' ehcouf aging the difputes.' Sy- 
-ed^MaKbihed'^ Cawn, profeifed' a' very 
b4.W^opiriibh of Mahomed Ailed, , and af- 
fu're'd''*^d/ he 'hahhrged tlie ' Nabob to 
i-efnbve liifer ’ A'll that I Taw ’ at IVloor- 
Ihedabad;' confirmed 'my hopes of an 
ealy-’chnciliation, and I wrote the Board 
the’ following letter, tianfmitting them, 
dftheTam'e'''time,'the Nabob’a'anfwer to 
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Tii'> idi I /:;.'Hvf;iO.’VuBpr 


Jr." Ellis’s complaints; of : , the .7th . > (p£ 
Cof)V of a Leier from the Go'ucrnor to 

i, ■. ii-.;'-''. I''-'/’ -i).'! I'-'i -Y? 

theCouneui 'D«7/^^/.Cofiimbuzar, EV- 

;■ ■ d, koj:! V ;;‘nrr;r;!L' -jrii lo 

vember g, 1762. , 

- , ' -.‘i- ; v'nr:jc:' a 

T Fi N D, that the interruptions which 
the gentlemen Chittagong, Dac- 
ca, and. Luckypopr, have met with.. for 
fomeweekspaft, are .owing to the baddif- 
pofition of; .Mahomed 'the perfgn 

laft .appointed, ,by!.tlie.. Nabob. to colle^ 


the rents of .that part; of the. countiy; 
Syed Mahomed . Cawn, ^ the deputy. Gp- 
vernor ,of ,Moqrfliedabad,'j exprefles; as 
much refentment . againft , th^lt , man,: ras 
\ye‘do ourfelves j and affures. me^./that 
he has reprefented him in fuch.;a, light 


to the Nabob, .that he , is perfuaded lie 
will be immediately, difmifled., from,. his 
office. This is a point I, ffiall ;,urgc,.,,to 
the Nabob, if it is not .done , before I 
arrive at Mongheer^ and further,] that 
he be puniffied for his, infolence,.|'and 
obliged to make fatisfadtion for ail Ioffes 
which may have been incurred by the de- 

iC 3 lays 
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.-•T5 
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Jays hehas'occalioned. In.tlie mean time, 

TT 'll -nr^.riujjn::-.' 

Lhave^tne honor to tranlmit^you four or^ 
dert'£om"'Syed''Mlihomed' CiwnV Ito 
the laid-, collector, '-warning: him of the 
bad. corifequences of Hi's ' pfefeht cbii-; 
du£t, and, charging him not to obil'rudt' 
■die tiulinels.of.our faAories I fend one 
likewife^ forwarded 

'to^.the ^ refpe<ftive faftories, •will, I hope, 
remove all obftruAions j and, oh the 

-'j;< C >C'.' !V 'll , ;■ •■ 

other hand, Syed, Mahomed Cawn de- 

‘ ''‘ifV '..I-. I-,',- 'r^. Q.fj-' ,• 

fires, that, our gentlemen will take all. 

.-JM. -'Ij 

pomble care to prevent their gomaitahs 
and agents from interfering in the bull- ' 
nefs of the government, or uiing force- 
in buying or felling. ' 

-ifI jH'AV'E not.yet , the Nabob’s -anfwer 
concerning the .difputes bet-ween the un- 
cle and nephew, for the zemindarree. of 
Baboopour. As foon as I receive it, I 
Ihall./forward it to .you, tha.t you may 
give tliCrneceffary dire<^ions to the chief, 
&G;^.at Luckypoor. 

The anfwer I have received from the 

■‘iJ.! ;u '.'t. f ‘ . 

.]^al?bb.tp Mr,_Ein^^^ complaint, I now 
inclofe with a tranflation. I think it 

“r/i ‘ c‘ , . 

■ . ' would 
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would be prpper .to. fend,a-copy to ,that., 
gentleman, widi direAibns ^ '^6' apply^ |o' 
the Naib at ]Ratna,^rif in future iic'ffioum' 
meet witli any intcrfuptiohy ah TiisVbulir^ 
nefs ; and if 'die'Naib'cddier fe^^^ 
has not authority to' remove '.tKcmV then 
to apply to the Nabob"- birhfelf,’ from 
whpm, if he does pot obtain ’ fucli re-', 
drefs . and , affiftance as the cafe rhay re- 
quire, then to rhake his reprefen tatioh 
to the Board, with copies of his letter^'td 
die government, and the anfwers receiv-' 
ed., , By this we fliall be faved the trou- 
ble of hearing complaints, except in cafes' 
where our interpdlition becomes really 
neceffary.” ’■ 

’l^ranjlatton of a Letter from the Nabob 
■ to'thh Gdiiernor. jD^^'^^Noveiiibeh'^^,- 

' 1762. ' - • ' -1- 

“ T Have received with great' plea^' 

•, di. fure your friendly letter. Ybhwrbt’ej'^ 
that “ you learn from Mri Ellis, die} 
chief of the fadlory at Patna, that cloths 
have bejen provided for. many, years' at the . 
aurung at jehanabad for the Comp'anyi 

; " '"hbW’ 



now: Perydo .RoyVthe aumil oEthatpIace^i 
6bRr:uds , the* weavers in;/pr6vidihg.- sthe' 
cldthsrjt and'! when' they iare nlade);diin-: 
ders :die: . wafhdrm''en rfr6m' dreffing- and 
'(yafliing; them, .rito.rthe great'; prejudice 
pfithe Gompany;S buhnefs ; ' and- you' de- 
fire,;, that; I will give fi:ri6t orders to Sie 
aumil, not to molefi: the Company’s go- 
maftahs, and to affifi: them on every oc- 
cafion;”'.- • : 

-‘;;,. SiR, wherever that gentleman has-an 
opportunity, he fails not to make com- 
plaints. of his bufiriefs.' As- he-has' found 
iny officers in no infi;ance,faUltyy*he has 
wrote to you the impertinences and com- 
plaints of thb' wafhermeh yoii’ well 
know,'' that ' the v/afhermen pay no du- 
ties, and that the aumils have'iio aiitho- 
.rlty, to interrupt them, or prevent their 
■vyafhing.and dreffing the cloths*. Was 
tHs . affair really true, he would irnme- 
diately hwe informed Raj ah., Nobit -Roy 
of. it, , and he - would, have immediately 
wrote to the aumil about it ; but as it is 
altogether without foundation, he chufes 
. to , inake .. a falfe complaint ;to^ you. Do 
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you' yourfelf'' cbnfider: -this/aifair.-''' Nef-i* 
verthelefsi’Ml’have :fent;-ftri6li * orders 
tlie Rajah, to write to the%uniii/ that^he' 
on no .account" obftruft'ithe ^ ■OUrfelicy^ol' 
tlie' ' Company’s bufiriefs jf'and th'ati’^'b'fi 
application from' the gomadrahs'of^' tKo 
faftor}% he afford ' them ‘due' kid and- af^ 
fiflance.” • : ’i r:--. .-o. ■ 

. * r- 

• • • ' . • - . . C':‘ 

The Board having received the ac- 
counts of duties on pri\'ate inland trade 
from Luckypoor, fent the fame to me 
for my guidance in fettling that poiht 
with the following letter. ' ' 

Copy of a Letter from the Council .to ihe 
Governor, Dated Calcutta, Novemr 
ber 15, 1762. , . ■ 

** '\liT ^ have received your letter of 
' V the 9 th ihftant, and are there- 

by glad to find, that the iiiterruptidHs 
of the trade, which have happenfed to- 
wards Dacca, Luckypoor 'and Chitta- 
gong, are only apparently owing to' the 
bad condubl, and ill dhpodtioii' of ‘the 
colleftor Mahomed Alice j we ifrakeffo 

doubt 
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doubt ' .'tlierefotei (but,, -reprefcntation 
ftorQfyoUfjto jthe.jNabob^,,^ ^ man’s 
bad behayior;/'will,b,e the.^eans of ob.?,, 
taining>^.ampji^e;XatIsfa£tion and^reftitu 
for;^ alLjlpffes -fuftamed, in that> quarter," 
Andras wepbear fthat, the,, trade in; the 
countries ^of„Purnea and- Rungpppr has 
likewife .met with ;great . interruptionSj; 
wemuft beg leave pardcularly;..to recom-. 
mend to your attention the, getting .thefe^ 
obftrudlions alfo.-.remo.yed, and obtain- 
ing .retaliation, forythp-lplTes of any indi- 
viduals; ,>yho may jinal^e, their, complaints 


to(you. ,, .. 

have for^yarded to Dacca the or- 
ders, to he jdelivered, to -Mahomed Alice 5 
andz-hayp^defired the gentlemen there. to, 
write to LucTeypoor. and Chittagong, .of 


the receipt and tenor of thefe orders j 
and afterwards, of the effedt they may 
have upon Mahomed Alice’s condudl. 

W E have under this date wrote to 
Patna, with a copy of the Nabob’s let- 
ter, and diredtions agreeable to what you 
advife ; but we muft beg leave to ob- 
ferve, that the terms in which the Na- 
V" ’’ - ' bob 
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bob' makes -mentioh' of Mr.‘ Ellis are inb 
decent, and ' Very improper, hnd* ought 
not to be ehcbliragctll’ Wb' liavC' too' 
good an' opinion of Mt-'' Ellis’s veVacit^/ 
to fuppofe that he would'advaiice'a fal-' 
fity to the Board; and we hope thtre-' 
fore, that you will endeavor to prevent 
fuch indecencies frbrri p'affirig in future, 
when we arc treating with ’ the’ Nabob' 
on public matters. 

Inclosed we tranfniit you an ex- 
tract from a Luckypoor letter, explain- 
ing the (liahbunder duties which they 
have always paid, and the nature of tlie 
fredi extortions' which arc now demand- 
ed, which we imagine may be of fer- 
vice to you, in finally fettling thefe mat- 
ters upon a folid plan. '• 


f , j 
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Ektrachqf a Letter from the (gentlemen 
' 'V;rTitic]<!ypo6r to the Board. Dated 
'Novcnibcf 6, 1762. 

“ E duties we have liltherto 

' 'A paid to the fliahhimdcr are as 


• = ' ’ . ' Ktip. A. P. 

"*^'OnTaU ' ' '9 14 per 100 inaunds 
On tobacco o 4 o per ninund. 


On' this fir/l article, we lielicvc we 
have paid rather tnorc tlian the Dacca 
fadlory; but hope you will get it fettled 
on an equal footing. With regard to the 
firefli cuftoms now demanded, tltc cho- 
keys • do not require any ftipiilatcd fum» 
bud fleece ' our goinaflahs and people of 
all they can .j and if bur boats are freed 

■ front 

■ * The pbrnc coll of fait, purcliafcd by the gen- 
tlemen, of. Luckypoor faflor)', was ufualJy about 
60 rupees /er 100 maunds ; fo that the duq- they 
paid, amounted to about i5/>er ctnt. on the prime 
cbfl:.' 

The prime cofi: of tobacco, purchafed by the 
gentlemen of Luckypoor factory, was ufually about 
two or two and a half rupees ter maund ; at which 
lad rate the duq' they paid amounted to lofcr cent. 
oh the prime cod. 
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from one chokey, they, are ^ fufe- .tOr,.be 
flopped at ^ the nextj, an^,pOT,,ftrvj,nts 
cb’nhhed and treated^^yery pUl., j JJ^h^rjin 
ftant we had ,advice of our hoats-being. 
ifoppbd’ at thefe places, we fent to them 
to' know the realon, and defire thein re-. 

V Vi l\JL 


leafe ; but anfwer was .ahyays given, 
that they had orders , from the'^iNahob 
for fo doing, and Aerefore.. could .-not 
releafe them.” 


,, .^I,D E s i;R E^ that. particular, notice may 
b.e , taken ,of the words, ; 
tranfmit. ,.ypu_ an exp'aS}y\:y&p. 1 {whkh\i wA'- 
imagine may -, bp of^^^frpmceyq ypu', mjinallf; 
Jettlingthefe matters, upom:fglid-,pla}hf,, h^e.rr-- 
caufe it will be found , in, the tfequeljfthati 
the. jBoard ^denied, they ever gave -pie * an- 
authority for fettling that point. 

. i left Moprlhedabad. the.'tath^of 'No- 


vember,'. and arrived at ■ Mdngheer^th'e- 
3pth,- "where the Nabob received ^We' 
with all the ufual marks of refpeo: and’ 


friendlhip., ^ Hardly, a day. paft,'.(;butrl 
went y/ith Mr. Haftings tp .vilit'the'Na-i; 
bob, or became to us. ' His’‘^^cphilahf J 


) 



* See page 139. 
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tbpickiwas'jHeall cti-eatmeiit‘lre’:thad';re:? , 
'Cei^e 3 Gfrpni')M^/;:Ellisi ;ana the ihjuftice 
done : fEirnohyr^nieriiarid :the! > Council,-.:: in 
iiobrefehting* rfu'ch nprbceedirigs. > iAs :X 
Enew Git i-^as rout i rof sTtiiy .-power toj- give 
jhirhr^any.Gfatis^dtion in that point, -I anr 
'.f^ered,:itlxa£ allthefe difputes.'were long 
rpaffed,' rand'-lie. fliould = think :no .-more ; of 
•them ;:;ahd:that now. he rand I were .-met ■ 
ctogether,-;. r.rfuch.,; regulations; ^ flip uld . be 
jnade/cas'.;WOuld5be:;jratisfadpry tp, hoth 

>* I i * 

^partiesj: .lin.d -preyentr^any-difputes in fpr 
Tture V rHe^was j -dways ; wgrnji^ upon this 
^argument 3, and. I found- that',he..and Mr. 

. Ellis ( could never .be, -friends 3,,ho^veyer, 
,l5-hpped,jithat; the occafions, of.dilpute, 
Vmight^b.q:.remov:ed, and their enmity lie 
.buried, withintheir own breafts. ’ , -■ 

3(-> yH E ;;ne:x:t cornplained , of .the, innoya- 
G^^pns; in -the- private trade,, as fa,lt,,.bee- 
; tle7nut,j tobacco, &c. and the infolent ' 
_authorit^y;;uiurped by our. gomaftahs, em- 
j;jilpyed;cari^dng it on in the diftant parts 
3pf, the-, country. He urged, that we 
>^Iiad no. right to ' this trade, from our hr- 
.f.ma^n,' that^dtipccafioned,incredible-ha- 
Tr.rih • ■ mage 



'^faiifaB!:ipns~m. e^n'c ki.. j- ^3 

ma^er and idifordfer/to 'liistj'governmenti 
and' this fo’r the advantage/; onlyi’-ofripar? 
ticulars's"' and s/ih ^ihort^infiftedit/thatowe 
iliould contihuo it ;nd ddnger,i fbut-conr 
'hne out private trade in. the faine man-^ 
^ler dt iWasi before ithe'^ government.' iof* 
Meer Jaffier.'' ;'Altliough'; I .was fofj.tli'e 
Tame opinion with; die iNabob;- as td'the 
"rights of the firniaun; that they could 
not 'be -conftrued to ^extehdTurther diah 
the 'trade dh ’•articles drhported ; by Thip- 
ping, and the riianufadtures and products 
df ' die' cduhtiy ■ for' exportation j yet-'-I 
was unwilling to -’give iip an advantage, 
which had been enjoyed by die Gorn'pk- 
hy’s fervants, ’in'a'grdatef briefs degree, 
•Tor'five or fix years ; -arid' therefo'rbitbld 
the Nabob, that as to the 'inland' trade, 
or the' trade from place to place in ' the 
country,' in the articles of. the prbdube'bf 
'the ’country, we meant only- to carry- it 
bii-'updn the fame footingwith' other mer- 
'chantsT that' we had always 'paid ‘more 
or lefs duties to the government on this 
“trade's but as- the rates were' not fixed 
and- * regulated, many difputes ' 'arGfe •-bn, 
k--'' that 
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that account; that we would inform our- 
felves of the rate of duties ,paid by the 
Moors and other merchants; and accord- 
ing to, that give a. general order, that 
duties fhould be'paid in all parts.. 

T o this the Nabob confented with 
great difficulty, ,and declared, that if af- 
ter this regulation any more difputes 
jffiould arife, and the duties agreed on 
ffiould not be jjaid, he ffiould have no 
remedy left, but the laying all trade en- 
tirely open,- and giving a general liber- 
ty to the merchants of the country, and 
ail other nations, to carry on their com- 
mence cuftom-free. 

It is needlefs to enumerate all the 
Nabob’s complaints of the inful ts ex- 
erciied againfl his government, not only 
by our fubordinate fadtories, but by e- , 
very private, merchant ; they were in- 
deed endlefs ; amongil them were two 
letters, which I thought iiecefTary to 
fend down to the Council, one from Mr. 
Cartier, the chief at Dacca, to the Na7 
bob’s colledor there; the other from 
Mef. Johnftone, Hay and Bolts, to the ■ 

fougedar 
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foiigcdar of Purnea. The following are 
copies of the letter I wrote to the Coun- 
cil on this fubjed the 15th of Deccin- 
ber; and of onewhich I wrote jointly with 
Mr. Haftings tlic fame day, to inform 
them of the regulations we propofed 
making with the Nabob. 


ExfrnB of a Letter from the Governor 
to the Cowicil. Dated at Monghecr, 
December 15. ' 


TNCLOSED I fend for your pe- 
rufil two Perfiah letters, delivered 


to me by the Nabob, witli their tran- 
llations. One from Mr. Cartier to Ma- 
homed Alice, the colledtor of the Dacca 
diftridts, which, if I underhand it right, 
(for the expreffions are rather obfeure) 
is-wrote in a very improper ftile, and 
tends to encourage and promote thofe e- 
vils, which we have taken fo much pains 
to remedy? I mean, a jealoufy and dif- 
truft between us and the Nabob ; I re- 


queft you will be pleafed to call on Mr. ' 
Cartier for an explanation of his mean- 
ing, and give him fuch a caution on 
VoL. II. L the 



tli'c' occtiCion, as " to yoli" fliall fecni' ne- 
cefiary. • - 

'T other ' 'from MeC ■ ' Jolinflone, 
liay 'and Bolts to' Slicer Alice Cawo, 
foiigedar of Purheaj endorfed by -Mr. 
Bolts in:Englifli, and written I imagine 
by ' him, in the name of the Partner- 
Jfliip. Whoever reads this letter, muft 
naturally conclude no other government 
fubfiflcd ainong/l tis,' iince it was left to 
Mr. Bolts to afTcrt the privileges 'of the 
lirmaun, and yindicate, iii the'hame of 
the Engliili, the freedom of the Com- 
pany’s duftuck. Such notions propa- 
gated in the country, muft needs be pre- 
judicial to the Company’s affairs^ by 
Weakening their gov^ernment and it is 
for this reafon, the Company have for- 
bid letters to be written to the country 
government, by any perion excepting 
the Prefident, or with his approbation. I 
never refufed to apply for redrefs for 
any grievance that the gentlemen' in the 
fervice, and all other inhabitants of the 
fettlement, have applied to me about i 
and in cafe of my illnefs or ablence, Mr. 


^tanfa^ions-^ G/AL. 14^ 

'■-j ‘ ^ . .p 

^myatt; j\^';as -ready .to -giye the,rn .tlie^pime 

affiftance. I muft. therefore recommend 

* - . *■ 

to, you, to,iinfli£b fuch^c^nfuj'.e.or giinifli- 
nient on Bpltsi;.'.as hraU f^^ 
neceffary for . preven ting, fiich irregulari- 
ties.in future- I could, /willi alfp, .that- 

. ' • • * -•' • - 1 - - 1 1 w t . * •- ' J ^ ^ 1 1. i 

it were made a rule for the chiefs ,o.fi the 
fubordinate fatSor^es, . and , all . otherS) 
when they letters , to the . country 

gpvernmentj to fign,them, that m cafe 
•pf their being produced afterwards, they 
may bp known to be authentic.^’ 

Tt’anjlation of a Letter fi^om ‘Mr, Caf- 
■ tier^o Mahomed Alle^l ■' ' ' ) 


■ O E Y ER AL ,chokeydars and cut-^ 
: .and cplledtors and- zemin- 

dars, ,and other officers in the town, and 
its dependencies, are guilty of violent 
proceedings towards the gomaftahs, and 
people pf the Englifh Company, and 
geptlenaen 5 rpb and plunder, and regard 
not the Engliffi flag and dufliuck.' The 
news of this lias reached my ears as 
the chiefffiippf the fadlory here belpngs 
; . , .L 2- . ; \ .to 

This and the following letter are referred tom 
the foregoing. 



A K;:r at 

v% of J 

the ;Cgmpany;s btifinefs^ 

J o^og^jgigt , ^ou with .^thefe ,pro^eedingS/'j 
Andjdefire youcwiilin anfw.er.inform.me, 
why fuch proceedings -have ; .happenpd; j 
yet I am perfuaded you 'are not the au- 
thdrdof them, 'and- much lefs the Na- 
bob,' As- ’you are ■Acquainted with' the 
fecrets of this affair,' I therefore -fend to 
y.op. for^ a, full and , proper, explanation of 
it,.j You, know ,what,,a. disturbance will 
^ajife, j bdt^yeen us^; , -gnd;-( by ' tlie , grace. ,of 
Gpd,.you have ,;fe,en, , ^and,will! fee, what 
.pur ftrength^and power has, ihewn itfelf, 
.and will fliew itfelf. .Yoiir prudence, and 
. tlie . care and prefervation .of. your greatr 
fUefs, wpuld didlate to you to turn put the 
.^iilurjjers;, , but, by. turning them.oug the 
predit, and power .of the high y name will 
' be leffened. , I hope you will write me the 
particulars of all thefe pppreffions,',;that 
I ,niay be acquainted with the whole pro- 
f, j 1 . . ceedings, 

*.,TIiis is rendered literally from the original 
Perfian ; but in both, thefenfe is obfcure. It feenis 
to mean the Nabob, and to be an ironical allufion 
- io'tHe titie-confefred oh him by the King, v/hich is 
^ 'Alice, ox High in Rank , 
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cee'dlHgs^’ rind' mdy likewlfe ’Iciiow 
tlier ybii dre aTricnd * or not!' As^, circuiii- 
ftan'ces ' ai'e reprefehtcd 'errbneduiQy''T3y 
vackecls, i have therefore committed 


them' to writing.” 


Vf] 


“itraiijlation of a Letter from- M(f. Johri-^ 
ftone. Hay and Bolts to ‘ Meer Sheet 
Alice Cawn, Fougedar of Pborneea.:'; 


/^UR gomaftah' Ramchurn-dofsi 
being gone into thofe parts, 
meets with obflrublions from you,- in 
whatever biifinefs hc undertakes ; ’more- 
over, you have publiflied' a prohibition fb 
this effedl ; that whoever fliall have 'any 
dealing with the Englidi,- you will feize 
his houfe, and lay a fine upon him. ' In 
this manner you have prohibited the peo- 
ple under your jurifdiblion. We were 
furprized at hearing of the affair, be- 
caufe that the royal firmaun, which^tlie 
■Englifli nation is poflefied of, is violat- 
ed by this proceeding j but the Englifii 
will by no means fuffer, with patience, 
their firmaun to be broke thrbugh ; we 
therefore expedt, that upon, the receipt 

h 3- ":.0f 
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Iff ydlir notffl)ili^' 'ife’, ‘wfe will 'c^t- 
tHiiily wHtfe ‘t6''tIici:Nabob','' •iii the' h'aWe 
of the'' Eh'girflii' ' and Tend' fdr-fucii' afi 'oi*'- 
dbf 'frbni ff im;' that you fliall f eflore ful- 
ly ‘aiid entirely wli^tevei' lofs the'Eriglilll 
h'avd ffuftiiined;' or'‘'ihall fuftain by this 
oblfrudibn ' i 'hn'd'''th'at you fhalT repent 
ffaving thus int&'iipted'oiir b'iihnOfs, hi 
dbfpite’bf the' royarfirm'aun. ' 'Afteiif read- 
ing this letter'ive'are-perfuaded you will 
doiift from ihterfuptihgdt/ will iadt'agree- 
•ahly td'the rule's of friendfliipj 'and fo 
that your amity may appeaf; and wiilby 

•no 'means 'Hop the Gbmpa:ny’s duftuck.” 
ih; //!■. n ’ ■ . ■ . ‘ ; 

uCopyj -of,, a , Letter, from , tJje Governor- end 
rf<{il/;r,i )Hailings to the-, CoimciL : Dated 
')■} I et.'Mongbeery December, !^, ,1762; 

-~^'W-TE' have had' rhany,’ conferences 
ni /vVi¥' with the Nabob On the fiib- 


jebt'of' the' late complaints j which ap- 
p’eat' • to have been chiefly occafioned by 
'the pHvate inland trade, or the trade 
ifrbiB'place' td'placedn the country. He 

. '-Li'xr! ' enlarged 
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enlarged much on the iicci\iiourncf<; aiul 
opnrcuions cxcrcilcd by our goinailalv;, 
crj)cci:dlv on thole diAant parts of the 
province, vrhcrc his government is- Icfs 
cAaldiihcd, nnd loo remote for our en- 
quiries into their behavior, hie argucil, 
tltnt the trade of tliofc parts conhAcd 
chiefly in articles produced and ibid in 
thccounirv, from which former Nabobs 
had always rcAraincd all luiropcans, and 
to whicli he did not conceive, that we 
could claim nnv riglu. from our firmaun. 

Wr. agree with thcNnhohin ojnn.ion, 
that the true intent and natural tneaning 
of the firmaun granted to the Company, 
was to give to them and their fervants a 
free trade, clear of all cuftoms, in rdl 
articles of commerce, to he imported or 
exported by fliipping. I'rom fucii com- 
merce, a mutual advantage is derived to 
our country and to this ; but the trade 
from place to place in the. countrv, in 
fak, beetle-nut, tobacco, and other cojn- 
moditics produced here, bringing no ge- 
neral benefit to the country, but to j>ar- 
ticulars only, who have the fame in their 
L 4 hands j 
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i?aJiHsi'we>do. Hbtthirikidielfifhi'aun' ban 
beJunderftbodtto -'include 'themp^ivlthin 
the' pnvilege’’ t)6therduftuckptt>r to-grant 
iiByaH-igbvto^tvkdd therein,: oh^^any'other 
footin'gitlianitlie natives themfelves.j that 
is>».-ipaying‘the-4ufual cuftoms^ to die go-’ 
verjiment;:ffor-if?.we had a right to trade 
therein Guftomi-free,';and the natives muft 


pay 'cufLomsi: it ' follows, that no one 
bat otitfelves ' 'could carrf - on- any- 'trader 
which" we' 'cannot 'fuppofe itKe ' firmaun 


intended*'; 

'la l/.H;;- ;■ ivr 



; >7 


It 


! J?^:^The’.'Compan}v'ili their anfwer .'to the com- 
plaintS;of:the .Dutch, page .36, .feem plainly to, de- 
clare that 

* i 1 1 y i < 

follow : 

^^'■>rhg 

purchafe 

plitin pfiai 'injurious to them, and . as inconfiftent 
\yit|y that- free., trade, ,to which they claim; .a.right 
under the Mogul’s hrmauns. 

In fupport of this meafure, we might obfen'-e, 
that'lllofe firma'uns, general as they are, are hot 't'o 
hfe^tonftrued as univerfal, but to be underftood with 
'thi^'limitation, that they do not operate to the pre- 
judice of any fubfiftihg right or ufage ; much lefs of 
filch ’rights-aS could not be abolilhed, without a 
c^hderablb ’diiri'inution of the public revenues. 

' ■ ' • WliateVer 


L this, js their opinion, ^ .their w;ords,are as 

I 'acceptance of this grant (tor the foie 
of ■fait-p’c'tfe) by our ferVahts, “ they com- 
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cfs rT..iS(fa<5t, litlidt.: the (Nabobs of^.thefe 
provinceSjidid formerly; rcilraih (the ■Eu'4 
ropeans from’ carr}dng:oht_tbis itrade up^ 
on- any, footing, and- by. farming outctlie 
feveral articles - to particular imbrchantsi 
drew to tliemfelves aconiiderable revenue.- 
-After . the defeat an4 death. of Sera- 
jah Dowla, and the eftablijQmient of -Jaf- 
her Alice Cawn in’. . the $ubahfliip, by 
the -affiflance of the Englifh, we began 
to take a diare of this trade, which fhare 
has been from day to day increafing., .It 
has, however, always bedn a fubjeft of 
difpute with the countr^ government, 
our right never having , been- admitted 
by them, nor regularly claimed and efta4 
bliflied by us and ,t/ie government's 
duties have generally been paid. , 1 t , - 
But not contented with this,’ 'the 
•Englifli gomaftahs, in different- iiaitSi 

, '. ' ' ' have 

• _ • ’ ' ' .* , 1 I 

Whatever article of trade, therefore, has bepn orr 
dinarily monopolized and granted in .farm, it, might 
be contended, may ftill be fo enjoyed,, and, granted 
without infringement of thofc.firmauns. ;.,the delign 
of which was, to admit European traders i to.' tht: 
fame freedom of .trading with the Mogul’s: own"fub- 
jedls,. and furely not a better.” 
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■ liatelateljobeguii to infift.upOn this trade 
ds:a ^irmaun^p^ivi]egep equally, with the 
foreign itrade, . ^and refufe'to pay;any,Guf- 
tarnsj'.vo'Tlicr governinent’sri people;) on 
, theh- 'partV -.demarid.-.the; Guftoms;. :and 
U]^oh<refufal-.'fto]5' the goods^j and • thisj 
conteft lias been theoccafion of many of 
theKComplaints. received - by us and the 
'Nabob. 7 ■ 

;.];;A'S/'On the dnesharid, we do not fee 
:anyi reafon ; why; ithe Englifh , gentlemen, 
^nd other inhabitants o£: Calcutta, and , 
the fubordinatefadlories, fhould carry on 
thc' inland tradci- with . the Company’s 
duftuckj- or. in any other refpedt, more 
'advantageouily than the country- mer- 
chants ; ;fo/ on the other hand,, we think 
it would-be a great hardihipi'fif we,' and 
'air belonging to: us, .‘ were: not admitted 
"U^on an equality with the -merchants and 
inhabitants of other parts.' of Bengal, and 
ofiiftered to trade, on equal terms, in. all 
* tom'moditiesj-and in all' places, provided 
‘ orif agents ■ and gomaftahs do not fet 
^themfelves up 'for. magiftrates in the 
country, and carry oA their buiinefs by 

IT- i . .force 
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force and oppreffibn. - Prailice’s^'of this' 
fort,' 'in’ many- of the Engiidi agents and 
gomaftahsi and an abufe.oh the jpaft 
of thb Nabob’s ioflictrs of the^power put 
into their hands, for the reftraint of fuclt 
practices, have been the ' caufes of the 
many complaints lately teceivedi. 

In thefe fentinients, the regulations 
we have propofed to the Nabob for fix- 
ing the manner of carrying on this trade 
in future, and preventing any difputes 
between his ojficers, and our agents and 
'goniaftahs, arc as follow. • : 

■ First, That; for all trade imported 
or to be exported by fliipping, the Com*- 
pany’s duftuck ihall be grantedi. and' it 
fliall pafs unmolefled, and free . of 'Cuf- 
toms as ufual* Li-'' jr 

• Second, For ail trade frorii one place 
an the country to another^ in commodi- 
-ties produced in the comitry, as fait, bee- 
tle-nut, tobacco, &c. the Company’s 
duftuck fliall not be granted.; butit fliall 
■go with the duftuck of the buxbun- 
der, fliahbunder,. or other office of -the 
■countiy governments . ; r , ■;o:- 

Third, 
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out. the faid duftuck, and befdFd 'the 'dif-i 
BF;thk^;^d^^;'4h4^'dtitie^ ■ Mil- be 
]3ki d ' kccb'rdili^^’to' the’ ' rates, - Which fliall 
bb'^pSftidulariyfe'ttled and annexed to this 

'‘ ■‘ Four'th, That the faid duties, fo to 


hd' ’|)Md before e'xpoftatioh,' be the 
whole that are to ' be’ paid ; fo that ' after 
the difpatch' of ' the goods, nothing fliall 
be paid at any chokeyS ih'the road, nor 
at- the place' of fale. ' ' '■ '' 

:.■( I Fifth, That all goodsj being furriifli- 
ed either 'with the Company’s duftuck, 
or ’ that ’ of the ' government, ' {hall meet 
with ' ho ' obftrudtion ' ' or ' delay. ’ The 
guards'and' ' ch'okeys ‘ oh the road -fhall 
have’ hbthihg more to do, thaii'to demarid 
a'^fighf'bf 'the duftucK, unlefs they {hall 
obferve the' boats to be -laden with a larger 
-qilahtify of goods, than are ‘meritioried 
in -the duftuck ; in which cafe, they are 
fo'-'givie’-'imrriediate notice to' the neareft 
Ehglifh'’ fadtory, as well as to the near- 
.eft'^officer Jdf - ’the goyernrnent, that or- 
ders m^y bd feht'-to'have a ftrid ekami- 

■ ’nation ; 
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nation but^they. are not ,to detain, tlpni 

in.theiroadr;^,/ \{.fA -Mi \uc 


. .Sixth, If.any; pne.-j(houl(l;attemplj.,to 
pafs goods without: a .duAuck,,.,,eithej: 
from the government; nr, the, iCompany^ 
or fliall clandeftinely procure a Compa- 
ny’s duftuck to pafs fait, tobacco, or 
other produce of, the countr.y,;.froin place 
to place, for inland trade, . fuch goods 
lhall be feized and confifcated. ...The 
guards and chokeys in the road are to 
flop them, and to give notice to 1 the 
near eft Englifli fadtory, as well, as the 
neareft officer of. the government.-: iv» 

- Seventh, If any perfon, not -having 
a duftuck, ffiall attempt to, pafs boats, or 
goods clandeftineiy, under the. coyer, oft 
and in company with, other boats,,, or 
goods, having, a duftuck, fuch^,bo,a^,n,i; 
goods fo attempted to be pafled- .clan- 
deftineiy, ffiall be feized, and confifcated.-. 
Eighth, The gomaftahs. ,in ny.ery 
place fliall carry on their trade freely, and 
as merchants; and fliall, on npiaccoung 
ufe force in buying or felling. , If , any 
frifputes arife , in, the.courfe of their bur 

finefs, 
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finefs,',; they- fhall jnGtmttempf fto'i redrefs 

thbmfelves, /.but i 'Mlliinakfe ;tlieir;tcom^ 

plaints to .the fougedariiODother officer of 
tlie'ugov.erriment, K-and ; have (the matter 
tried.'. ('befdre /him; /h- 111; like:/ manner, if 
any hierch'ant;o'r inhabitant iliall be ag-, 
grieved i by; anyirEnglifli ,gomaftah, . he 
fliall make-:hiSi.compJaintS;to the fouge- 
dar,, 6 r other officers of the.goycrnmentj 
and the gbmaftah.being duly fummoned, 
fliall iappear. before him.Jto anfwer ito the 
charge, and haye the matter^determined; 

To deter rthe-fougedars, .and 
other ..officers ; of the; government, from 
being -guilty of /any partiality, , they ffiall 
be enjoined , to itranfmit ,,to the; Nabob 
copies;. • of , their, (proceedings, upon • all 
trials .where Engliffi agen ts or gomaftahs 
arei concerned ji and / like wife, .to ’give a 
copy to: the agent or gomaEah, who, , if 
he;. thinks himfelf aggrieved, ; may lend 
the’ fame; tO; his. principal j and he may 
make his complaint to the Prefident,who, 
if .-..the\.cafe /requires it, , .will apply to - 
the-'.Nabob for redrefs -i and when., any 
fougbdar,. or other : officer .of the goyern,- 
.-'ipe.-ir- ' ment. 
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iiieht,''(hall''prove'.guilty;.'of' fuch partial 
lity. the Nabobrfliall 'puniila hiniinitlib 
exemplary 'man'ncri''''^ ; *** PHji'.lq 

■ i'WE think it would be ^unreafonable 
to dcfire to carry oh the inland trade up- 
on any other footingi: than that of the 
merchants of the couiitiy i and that the 
attempting to- carry it on free of 'cuf- 
tdhis, and with the Company’s duftuck, 
would bring upon us univerfal jealoufy 
aiid ill-will, ■ and, in the end, prejudice 
'the Company’s affairs, as -well as oiir 
own. In the courfe of our conferences 
upon this' fubjedt, the Nabob obferved,* 
that if the Englifli goluaftahs were per- 
mitted to trade in all parts, and in all 
commodities cuftom-free, as : many' ; of 
them now pretend, they mufl of courfe 
draw all the trade into their own hands; 
and his cuftoms would be of fo' little 
Value to him, that it would be much 
more for his interefl to lay trade entire- 
ly open, and colledt no cufloms from any 
perfon whatever, upon any kind of mer- 
chandize, which would draw a number 
of merchants into his country, and^en-^ 

' creafe 
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.pute between the Company’s people and 
the government’s- 

W E have fent Mr. Helas the Nabob’s 
orders for the free purchafe of the tim- 
bers wanted for the new fort ; and the 
•Nabob has expreffed to, Sheer Allee, the 
fougedar of that diftrid, his highefl; dif- 
pleafurc at the obftrudions he before laid 
in his way, and the ill treatment which 
the Engliili gomaftahs in general com- 
plained of from him. 

Inclosed we fend the Nabob’s or- 
ders to Mahomed Alice, the colledor of 
tlic Dacca diftrids, enjoining him to re- 
leafe all boats that maybe flopped byiiim, 
or any perfon under his jurifdidion, to 
demand for cuftoms nothing more than 
has hitherto been paid upon the inland 
trade of thofe parts, and to refund all 
that may have been extorted beyond 
that.' Likewife another order to tlie 
fame peribn, requiring him to trahfmit 
a more circumftantial account of the dif- 
pute between the uncle and nephew a- 
bout the zemindarree of Baboopoor, and 
how it happened, that three or four of 

VoL. II. M ' our 
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loui-^feepoys )‘ivvSre ;killbd • tli'ere: . :But \ as 
bothlin; t]iis:aff^r,:janE ‘tliat ':df cSnaage^ 
'\pb6rv;-depeRdenf 'on Poorne'ea^'.whdre one 
.of)iTy[ncGray’s' gomaftahs ;w.as' killed,' 'a 
ieVeFe- example, feems' liighly. neceffary j 
Hv.e have agreed with'the Nabob j to Tend 
a’ pbrfomonj our part* along with one of 
diis'^;'to enquire, "Upon the fpot, and bring 
a^full and impartial! account of each- of 
thefc; evbnts ; and the , Nabob ' has pro- 
mifed to'pu'nifli his people with the ut- 
m'dft! fe verity, if; they prove to he' as 
^guilty:as they:; now: appear." 'Mr; Haf- 
tings' will! go ! to Taagepoor to finifh thaT 
eii'quiry •- and We ' • defire you- will ' diredt 
Mr. Billers,:' to 'produce the’ ‘'necefiary 
proofs : 'to'-, the perfon, who niay be 'ap- . 
pointed' by the 'Nabob to enquire' 'con- 
Wrhing the. other aifair.” "■ ■ ■ . • 

, .,A;s .1 thought ! was doing agreat-fer- 
vice, to the Englifii merchants, by, efta- 
bljfliing a right to a trade which had al- 
ways before been difpute'd •, and as the 
other : regulations before propofed ap- 
peared to me entirely juft and ncceflary, 

, . I made 
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1 made no .-.fcruple to :aflurc the: Nabob 
they, ffioilld takeplace, cifpbcialiy aslcfcon- 
ceived.myfelf to be fully- authorized eby 
-the Board to adt for them ofi thisocdaffidii. 
I informed inyfclf, as well ias/poffibl8, 
of the duties ufually paid . upon faiths and 
other articles of inland ; trade ^ rfind- in 
conrcquence of thefe enquiries, I agreed 
"path tlie Nabob, that the: rate of duties 
fhould be nine per cent, on the. prime 
cod, at the places where the goods'' are 
provided. I found this to ,be belovt 
the rate already paid at Luckypoor ; 'and 
I knew, that, the profits on that branch 
of trade would bear fuch a'charge with- 
out the lead caufe of complaint; . The 
Nabob having fet afoot an expedition a- 
gaind Beteea and Napaul, , which he in- 
tended to command in perfon, waited 
only my taking leave of him to fet out. 
In order therefore to bring our bufinefs 
to a conclufion, he dimmed up all his 
complaints and propofals in a letter, 
dated the 26th of December ; and I im- 
mediately wrote him an arifwer, afiiiriiig 
' M 2 -'hint. 

As is manifeftly proved, page 140 of this Vol. 
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the.regulationsnWe hadia^jree'd 
oi3Hflio;iiidE:.;b,e ‘J^ftabliflied^ji Jiitoldrhifrij. 
thgt(Uppn.)m)r! arrival rat .GalcUtta^prders 
frppi the [Board; fhquld^herfent inr.epnfer 
qugnce ;;tqj-,^all, [Oiip;,fubordinate faftPrieSi 
^t,the, fame, time, ildelhedithat he ^vquld 
give me orders ; to, lallrhis pfhcers,- direc- 
ti.ng them ^[adt iiniConformity to thefe 
regukrion S; 5 .Ayhich;prder.s , flipuld jb^for- 
.^iarded, along, -i^ithjpurs, from [Calcutta. r 
,-j [The following, ^are. exaft tranllatipns 
of , ,the., hlabob’s, ,'lettei:, c. an d my , anfvyer, 
.cpntaining .the, prppofed, [regulations , -J'^ 


^^ranilation of a 'laciter fromJhe Nabob 
to the Gon^ernor-. . 

vS'crw/' rv;-'. * -ip 


of-. Bengal... and .Bahar,- .niuch opprelfed 
^y^ Ae Epglilii .Cpmpany’s|gpmaftahs,a.ncl 
Jpryants, Irlliall trpuble.,ypup-tp , wri.te 
.:,tot, the., chiefs. of.-Coflimbuzar,}, Dacca, 
.Jy,pckypppr,..., 'Malda, -Patna,, .&c. npt 
give-'diiftuck's, .. or permit any ,pne ,to 
.iipift . -Englilh, -colors, , hefides what are 
,gi:apted,.|fpr ^ the Company’s diip-mei;- 

... chandize ; 




V 
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eliatxdiz'ec; t sth'atnoh'f’Wh'ateVer 
thig^cMhtry they 'ptffc-lfdfe ¥hd^^ielli^&&^: 
flialli'^'pay-f duties ‘ fot- tte'^’fdtiie-''d§!^bth^f 
mufth'afi ts'j ■ 5 ahd' 'receive ' a'’ dUKucic^ ffoH^ 
the' fifcah ■' arid! may 'pafs ' and' re'^afs] ^oHP 
ly giving axopy 'of ■their duftuck' at-’eveVy 
gaut j that they'jfli6iild'’ufe''-ri5 fbrce’ih 
the purchafeand'fale ’df goods ; 'nor tahe 
pbffeffion 'ofthe houfes and golas Belong- 
ing to'- the reiats' and merchants."' -The 
mulTulmeri merchants pay a duty of nine 
per cent, at the gauts, and place of pui- 
chafe,'- '&c. ' you' will' 'alfd'- appoint* 'the 
fame duty. Let not any one irnpede the 
dellols and weavers of Ae lircar at the 
aurungs of Dacca, Radanagur, Kirpay; 

Nuddea, " Moorfliedabad, Malda, Cau- 

1 

lygaum, &c. where the fircar may freely 
purchafcj nor injure or opprefs'the in- 
habitants of the Perganalis; hor pfoteSl 
the reiats, merchants, renters, and fef- 


vahts of the government; hor prejudice: 
the revenues. As the Company’s-’ go- 
maftah’s make fait at Suhdcep, &c.' “I de- 
fire you will write to them,' riofto make 
any more there, but, iike "other 'iner- 
M 3 chants. 
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cthfiUy t6'.'''purclia.Te 
liiiigliees ’a't th'e 'Aiai-lcet price'. 

(JlrVdt^^^He geritfei^eri^ ' goniai^aK's, mut- 
tSfeHd'e’e^^ and ^iti.diinfliees^ an'd iitlier '6'di'4 
6eHd^ Co'mpanyytd relinqUiOi 

tlici'f YdfrriS', taalddlisi' gunge s aiid gdlas, 
add not' take any in future ; to afford lio 
protection to any one, "upon ' jd roof to re- 
ceive back the' money that' they paid for 
tHbir piirchafe^'j not borrow frorn, of 
lend to the muttafdddees>‘ aumils, ze^ 
niihdarSj of other 'dependents of the :go- 
'ffCrnment f nof t'6' coin any money at 
the 'Mborfliedabad,' Dacca, or Patria 
mints, as- it occafions a lofs to the fircar, 
btit to coin’ their money at Calcutta.' Iii 
the'-pergahahs 'of Cuddyrb'afry and Ca- 
Ido-baubdo-para, and niy other jaglieer 
lahds'/'uhdef'the j'urifdiCtion of 'Anain, 
the' revenues fdrmerly amounted to forty 
th'oufahd rupees, arifing from the trade 
df fait, large’ timbers, and feveral' other 
arti'cleL 'The go vernrnent’s' people ufed 
to’ carry on the commerce therej' and no 
ptlier m'erchianfs were permitted to traf- 
fick with the mou'ht.aineersi T woyea'rs 

ago 
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ago .Me, Clievalicr weiiL there, andj.he 
has put.iin entire ilop to tlic trade ojT.tl^ic 
drear, and liimfclf . trafneks \vitli.',thp 
mountaineers, from .whence, a lofsjarifcs 
to my revenues ; and hc.forcibly deizes 
the taalookdars and reiats of the afqrefaid 
perganahs, to make them draw tinir 
bers, by which means tlicy are brought 
to the lafl; diftrefs. In the perganahfof 
Gopalpoor and Dukkunbar-poor, and 
other diftridts, where fait is made, the 
people of tlic Company’s , fadtory work 
the fait pans ; and they, take polTedion 
of all the fait which tlie molunghcespf 
other perganahs have made, by which 
means I fulfer a very great lofs. More-: 
over, they oblige the reiats to ^receive 
money from them for purchadng.ricey 
and by force and violence, they take rnpr.e 
than the market price affords, j -and. the 
reiats are running away on accounj;.. of 
thefe oppredions. For, many .years it 
has been cuflomary for the. Caflimccr 
merchants to advance money at Sundeiv. 
bund, and provide molunghees to work 
the fait pans there; they paid the. rents; 

M 4 for 
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for. the. fait ipans, at * the' feverah/perga- 
nahs j. and .the. duties on thc'Tal't, which;, 
were, paid 'at Burry- faul- chokey, belong-- 
ing to the Shahbimdcr, amounted to neat 
thirty thoufand tupces at prefent, -the 
people of tile fadlory have- dirpodeffed 
the Cadiniccr merchants, and have ap- 
propriated all the : fait . to themfelves,. 
Plctvfe to write to the gomaftahs of the 
aforefaid places, to defiiilfrom exercifing 
any authority there.” ...i . -i 


'Xranjlation of the Governor's Anpivcr to 
the above Letter, 


f(‘. T HAY E been honored with the reo 
, ceipti of your; Excellency’s letter, 
iind undcrjland'thc feveral contcntSi .A- 
grccably )to your dehre, I will write -, to 
the; chiefs; of .the fadlories,, to grant.' a 
Gpmpany^s duftiick.upon the purchafe 
and file of all flipping goods ^ and that 
.they will deal like other merchants, infuch 
.roods as are-bought and fold in different 
jparts of the country for the.inland- trade. 
rThat they muft.. not give a.Gompany’s 
f du.ftuck j) rbut i mufl pay a; ■_ duty; of . nine 


per 
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per;; cent, .upon;; the. purchafe* of!' tlib 
gbodsf . in lieu ■ of r all 1 1 demands ' at ■' the 
chokeys,.v&c.;'’ into the<'buxhurider''6’r 
jQiahbundcr,' . and take: -a' • ^ ufluck • frdfh 
thence, and not be.' guilty of any ; Vib-’ 
lence or, extortion. I hope that yolij' oh 
your part, will give orders to the fou- 
gedars, and other officers of the'fifcsf^ 
that the}’- are not to give any interrup- 
tion to the purchafe and fale of ffiippmg 
goods, with which there wdll be a Com- 
pany’s dufluck nor to make the lead: 
'deiiiand upon them j and that the}’- mufl 
by no means interrupt the purchafe and 
fale of the inland trade,' but mufl grant 
a dufluck for the goods, after having 
taken the jflipulated duty^ upon the pur- 
chafe-price, ■ agreeably ■ to youf''com-r 
mands j and that the drogas of the cho- 
keys mufl only take a copy of - thesduf- 
tuck, and make no demahdsi. ' ' ' 

I H A V E already wrote to all the’ chief’s 
of the fadlories, not to opprefs the'reiats 
and inhabitants of the perganahs,:”nor 
protedt your dependents,= nor make ’any 
diftui'bance in the affairs of ’the lircarii'I 

will 
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\YiJl,no^v,ngaip ^Yr^te partipukrly.to.ithe- 
chicfs j and frcfli orders fhall lilfcwife ,be 
fcnt ;to:.thC;,fcycral ;gomaflahs , to defift 
, ffppi fuch proceedings, to, look upon the 
officer of the fircar as the proper magif- 
tratc j and in cafe-of any difturbances or 
dilutes, to appear before him, and 
there fettle them. You will give orders 
to you fougedars and officers, that they 
mull behave to the gomaftahs with truth 
and uprightnefs, and ad without par- 
tiality 3 and if any one makes a com- 
plaint againil a gomaftali, tliat they muft 
fend for the gomaflah and decide the 
dilpute 3 and in cafe of a gomaftah’s 
making any complaint, that they muft 
take that likewife into confideration and 
decide it. 

I HAVE wrote to the chiefs of Chit- 
tagong, and Luckypoqr, that they muft 
not work the falt-pans themfelves, nor 
interrupt the merchants arid renters of 
' falt-pans, who pay the government’s 
rents 3 ,but purchafe from them what- 
evd they, want to purchafe 3 I accord- 
ingly 
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JEgly fend j'bti inclofcd two letters -Ifb'r 
the faid' chiefs? ' ' --‘nH:.. 


Oil Dims ill all be fen t to the' chiefs aiVd 
gomaflahs of the fadtorics/hot tb'renf hor 
purchafe any lands, nor to lend to,‘ libf 
borrow moiiey from the 'zemindars aiid 
officers of the fircari and that they muft 
give up whatever taalooks they may have 
heretofore purchafed. You will bepleaf- 
ed to give orders, that the purchafe-mo- 
ney be returned ; but I have received 
complaints from fcveral places, that the 
officers of the fircar infill: upon tlie 
former colledions, and beat, and bind, 
and imprifon the people •, fuch proceed- 
ings are contrary to jullice. You will 
therefore give them orders to return the 
purchafe-money, and by no means to 
demand the pall accounts. 

The chiefs and gomaftahs of the fic- 
tones lliall be llridtly diredted not to ob- 

llrudt the del oils and weavers of the 

• , 1,1 

fircar. 

If it is not agreeable to you, that tlie^ 
money and bullion of the Englilh gen- 
tlemen and gomallahs lliould be coined 

in 
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fJjff9sl!PJ’.v,l9#D‘s ill? firacaypuiTwm 

ff'SjiBFte 4>?g??.!thpre,-;,npj to 

rgc^iy Cj- from them !:an,y, money r or, buUion 

•in^i^acqudnted this,:, will .demand 
as^muchjbatta.as (they pleafcj ■by,w;hic}i 
means the Cornpany’s bufinefs will be 
flopped. I hope, therefore,; . that you 
will write to, the l^aibs of Moormeda- 
bad, Patna, and Dacca, that.the ,mo.- 
iie^,of the Englilh Company, and gen- 
tlemen,, mull pay batta, according. to 
the;rate.of the Bazar ; and that theymuft 
punifli the fhrolfs’, in cafe of their de- 


maridirig more; 

T 'h e‘ gpmaftahs at Gwalparah . fhall 
p.ej^iftly qharged to carry on their com- 
mercialrhufinefs as -formerly, and not to 
trade>themfelves- with the' mpuntaineers, 
huf to make’all their purch'afes and fales 
through fhe hands of the droga of the 
fircar.; Ypu. will pleafe' to enjoin the 


drOga," to,- deal with the Englifli gomaf- 
tah'4 ip‘ 'theYame manner as with other 
ih'e'rcliaii'ts,” ' ' 

; .;;The 





V'nTH E'i’forego'mg i's' tliH^rettfeV] w]ii(5K 

we'fflair finS^'iS ?h‘e 

S" thbufarid^'Hiffefent Y69mSV^ tS^inSk'^'^it: 
appear ddiousi^'lh'tfdduceB^ 'oS ^airBBBSj;- 
fidhs>''' with'- Imalevd^ rernarSs^" ahB 
loudly inveighed' agaihft,^hy ^ffid'relh^ol’ 
the Council. I leave ‘it wiihdiit' further 
notice, till 'my return to Calcutta,Hv1feh 
enough will BeTaid of ft. f '' 

' The day after the 'delivery ‘ of 'this 
letter to the Nabob',' I took my leave of 
: -'him; 


‘ * T v/o of the articles mentioned in th is 1 ettef , viz. 
tlie reftridtion of the trade to 'Rangamettee, and' the 
prohibitipn to the Chittagong-and L'uck^'poofjfaftof 
ries, againft making fait upon the grounds, rented.-by 
the country merchants from the gqvernmeht,-are 
not mentioned in the letter to theBdard,' of the 15th 
of December, where Mr. Haftings' and I'acquaint- 
ed them with the regulations we 'propdfed;' ' jRhe 
reafonwas, that the Nabob had notithen .enter.ed 


into thofe particulars j but as he complained of thefe 
innovations afterwards in his letter, I could not de- 
ny him the juftice he afked. It will he found here- 
after, that the neceflity of ' thefe- feftraints li'as 
been fully ackno\vlcdged, by extending ;them ftill 
farther ; and that I gave up- nothing to, Meer Cof- 
fim out of perfonal regard, fince I was equally rea- 
dy to admit Meer Jaffier’s rights, when he was re- 
eftabliflied in the government. ' 
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Iiim,varid(!proGccded to P.atha, ivvhere l 
aitived the rft of January^ .and met with 
Mr. EllisiU'. I tfound' that; his :,animofity 
agairift f the)' Nabob had taken .root too 
decp'to.be moved, andd was confirmed 
in.,! the opinion,, that ,a reconciliation 
was not pofliblc;.. 

I . s T A Y E D only four days at Patna, 
in which time the Nabob's 'deputy laid 
before me his complaints and requefl- 
ed,-. that fuch orders; might-, he given 
thereupon, as' to prevent any difputes 
happening in future. I conferred with 
Mr.;Ellis. upon; all thofe points, heard 
his objedlions, and gave him riiy opinion 
fully. . What - we, chiefly differed, upon, 
were. the. Burbunna gate of the city,, and 
the .gunge. ' . , 

.'.(T'HiE. Burbunna gate.wasafmallwick- ' 
' et,r,in ,the north- weft quarter ;of . the ci- 

ty. of Patna, which lay mo.ft .convenient 
for our .factory fervants to pafs inland 
out.- .The. Nabob infifted upon ftiutting 

up, this,wicket, for the better preferving 
good,, order; in the city ^ and Mr. Ellis , 
declared, it fliould not be done, becaufe 
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it \rculd be inconvenient to our fervants^ 
to go fiv'^e or fix' hundred -yards round-to 
the common U'efi:-gatc of the city. • i I 
v'as with Mr- Ellis on thefpot, it feem- 
cd to me to be of no great confcqucnce 
on either fide, and the Nabob's^ righf 
was indifputabic. I told Mr. Ellis that 
tills was my opinion, and he acqui- 
efeed. If he had been fo candid, as to 
tell me then, that he thouglit it a mat- 
ter of fo mucli importance, that it ought 
to be referred to the Beard, I would 
have endeavored to make the Nabob 
acquiefee, for fear of its becoming a 
party anair. 

The gunge was a large mart or mar- 
ket place, for importing grain for v/holc- 
falc. In this coiintr}', as in all others 
it is the ri^ht onlv of the p-overnment, 
to cftablifii fuch inru'ts where cuhonis 


arc coilectcd, protections rranted, and 
Other acts cf fovcrcignty cncidfcd. 

Tine eunce, near tlic Tindilili fee- 
tory at Patna, we- let up williont any 
' grant, or order, either froni Lni 

Con-.ynr;:- 

h r.rtr.'; ef 0";.*,***^ 0-*'-'"' 
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Company, or the Nabob 5 an authority 
Jfuch as no private perfon can be allow- 
ed; and it proved a continual fource 
of difputes with the country govern- 
ment, for the advantage of particulars. 
On this fubjedt Mr. Ellis jieemed to be 
convinced, promifed that he would fuf- 
fer no more grain to be imported there ; 
that he would rernove what was in it as 
fall as he conveniently could, and abo- 
lifli the gunge. . 

The following is a copy of the an- 
fwer I wrote to the Patna deputy’s re- 
prefentations, after having fully difeufled 
every article with Mr. Ellis ; and I fent 
that gentleman a copy of it. 

^Tranfation of the Govei'nors Letter to 
Rajah Nobit Roy. , Dated January 4, 
1763. 

T Have read the feveral reguefts 
A which you wrote under fepai-ate 
heads. Agreeably to your defire, I have 
direfted Mr. Ellis, the chief at Patna, 
to, abolifli .colonel. Gunge, and accord- 
ingly orders have,', from this day, been 

given 
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given to the merchants, not to bring 
tiieir goods there any more ; yet, as it 
is neceflary, that fome grain fliould be 
laid up in llore for the Company, to be 
ufed in a time, of fcarcity, I have there- 
fore direded Mr. Ellis to build .fdme 
golas in fuch places as you lhall think 
proper to appoint, and to purchafe from 
the merchants of the gunge, and keep 
in the faid golas about twenty thoufand 
maunds of grain on the Company’s ac- 
count. After which, the merchants fliall 
be at liberty to difpofe of what they may 
have remaining, according to their own 
inclinations, or to keep it in the gunges 
of the lircar moreover, if they are in- 
clined to ferve the Company as hereto- 
it is v/ell ; and if they are deiirous 
of- fettling in any of tlie fircar’s gunges, 
they have liberty fo to do. When you 
have fixed upon a place for eroding the 
golas, you will fend your fervant with 
^ note to Mr. Ellis, and you Vvdll allow 
what time may be neceflary for remov- 
ing the grain from the old golas to the 
VoL. II. N . ’ new 



new ones, that no unveafonable lofs may, 
fall upon die merchants. ' ’ ; ' ’ 

With regard to wliat yoii write a- ’ 
bout not holding any taalooks, and not 
lending to, nor borrowing from the offi- 
cers and zemindars, orders have already 
been given to this purport, and I under- 
hand, that no body has done fneh things j ' 
however, I have now repeated thofe or- 
ders. ' - 

.You fay, that numbers of merchants ' 
carry away their goods for fale, under the 
protedlion of the fa<5tbr}% aild that I 
jfliould enquire into this matter. It .has 
of old been cuftomary, that a duhuck 
tliould be granted, with whatever cloth,' 
&c. is purchafed by the merchants, from 
tlie Englifli' Company and gentlemen, 
and that they ffiould accordingly carry 
away the good.s, and fell them wherever' ' 
they pleafe ; this is no new cuftoni, "and' ''' 
this is the only protection afforded them. 

y o u complain, that the merchants 
carry away goods, the produce of this 
country, from the faCtory into the pro- ' 
vinces, with regard to fuch goods as are '' 

bought 
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bought and fold in the country. The Na- 
bob and I have agreed, that a certain du- 
ty fliall be paidibr them at once, accord- 
ing to the purchafe price j when this 
regulation fiiall every where take place, 
no duties will be demanded- upon the 
road. 

I UNDERSTAND wlvAt you wi'ite about, 
fliiitting up the Berbunna wicket of the 
fort, and concerning the entrenchment 
by the river-fide j and I have feen botli 
the places in queilion. The entrench- 
ment by the river-fide is very proper ; as 
to the flnitting the wicket, though there 
does not appear to be any great neceflity 
for it, and the going round about will 
be an inconvenience to the people of the 
faftory, neverthelefs, as it is the Na- 
bob’s order, do it whenever you pleafe, 
nobody will obftrudt you. 

You fay, that Zein-Al-aubudcen, the 
aumil of Bahar, writes, that a gomailah 
of the factory took an obligation from 
one Deyuchund, a merchant, that no- 
body fliould buy opium befidcs the E'ng- 
lifla fadtory. I aiked the aumil in your 
N 2 prefence, 
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prefence,'; and: in that of , feyeral mer- 
chants, whether he;had;a copy of the 
obligation or ■ not. He anfw'ered, that 
•j/;>D,eyuchund, complained to him,, that 
Beenymadoo, an Englilh gomaftah, had 
taken an obligation from him,- and had 
forbid him trading in opium,' and; that 
therefore it could not be exp.efted he 
fiould pay the ufual duties f ’ and that he 
fhewed him a copy of : the,- obligation, 
but did not leave it with him.; Now it is 
-uncertain, whether this.ftory be.true, or 
whether -the merchant was prornpted by 
'his own intereft, to impofe upon. the au- 
mih that he might avoid paying- the du- 
ties; it is therefore proper you flrpuld 
fend for tire merchant, and enquire into 
the affair, in prefence of Mr. Ellis, .whom 
I have diredled to inflidl a proper punifli- 
inent upon the gomaftah, in; , cafe , the 
complaint -be proved;, and in cafe.it ap- 
pears to be falfe, you, .on your, ^ part, 
Ihould inflid a proper punifliment upon 
.the merchant.- . - • > 

: With .regard to thefircar’s fait, that 
is in the hands of= Meer Mahomed A- 

fhruff. 
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fliruff, it appears, from the account he 
fliewed me, that he has, in different 
places, difpofed of 23,596 maunds, and 
that he has now remaining upon his hands 
27,333 maunds % I enquired of him, in 
your prefence, what was the rcafon of 
liis* having difpofed of fo fmall a quan- 
tity only, in fuch a length of time. He 
replied, that “ in many places there 
was fait belonging to the Englifli gentle- 
inen j and it was not in his power to flop 
the falc of their merchandize, in order 
to difpbfe of the fircar’s ; and that, not- 
withflanding the obligation entered into 
by the merchants of the city, the officers 
of feveral of the neighboring places, did 
not put a flop to the bufinefs of other 
merchants, fo that it was impoffible he 
ffiould fell the government’s fait, at an 
advanced price, whilft they fold theirs 
at the former price.” As the bufinefs 
of the merchants of the city has been 
flopped for three or four months, by 
which they have fuffered greatly, and as 
they will be entirely ruined, if their bu- 
finefs continues to be fo flopped, I would 

N 3 therefore 
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therefore advife you to take back what 
fait of the hrear’s remains unfold, and 
to difpofc of it at the market price ; for 
the Nabob will by no means approve of 
injuring the merchants. 

You Ihould examine Meer AflirufF’g 
account, whether he has fold agreeably 
tliereto, or more than is therein fpeci- 
licd j in cafe he has fold more, it is rca- 
fonable that you fhould lake from him 
whatever money he has received for it ; 
but if his account be juft, he is not in 
fault, receive the money from him ac- 
cordingly, and make no further demands. 
I fliall acquaint the Nabob with all thefe 
, particulars, and he will inform you of 
his pleafure. 

You defire Mr. Ellis may be dire<ft- 
ed not to lend any money or bullion to 
the mints to be coined. This affair is 
within the limits of your own authori- 
ty. Give orders to the droga of the 
mint, not to receive any money or bul- 
lion, that may be brought by the fervants 
of the faiftory to be coined } . and write 
to Mr. Ellis, that if lie chufes it, you 
' . ' ’ • ' will 
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wHl coin money for him on the fame 
ferttis as for other merchants, or ,elfe 
that he may exchange it at the Bazar 
pl'ice. .. , , 

I UNDERSTAND, what you write con- 
cerning the revenues of Birrurripoor vil- 
lage, and the Nezzeiraniia for the falt-per 
tre. Some thoufaiid rupees were at dif- 
ferent tinies. paid by the Company to 
Raja Ramnarain’s army j of which t faw 
the particulars in the Company’s books, 
'and 1 have direded Mi*. Ellis to make 
out the account j and after having de- 
duded Rajah Ramnarain’s debt, to pay 
the balance into the hrcar’s treafury. 

It is proper that you fliould look 
upoil me as one interefted in your wel- 
fare, and let me have the pleafure of 
hearing from you.” 

} ' < • I 

' » . » 1 • I 

' , I THiNic it will be generally admitted,' 

t)id all thefe regulations made and pro- 
pofed, both at Mongheer and Patna, 
were entirely agreeable to judice and 
equity, and well calculated for the be- 
nefit' both of the Nabob’s government,' 
N 4 and 
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aiid the Company’s, and to prevent dif- 
putes between them. I did not doubt 
of this appearing in the fame'light to the 
gentlemen of the Council in Calcutta, 
and alTured myfelf, that they would have 
fo much regard for their public utility, 
as to have joined with, me heartily in 
eftablifliing them, even if they fliould 
be found in any part to interfere in fome 
meafure with their private advantages ; 
but I foon found the contrary ^ and- that 
the heads of the party had taken this op- 
portunity of encreafing their ftrehgth, 
by reprefenting to the reft of the Coun- 
cil,’ that I had an intention of cutting 
off the moft' profitable branches of their 
trade. We ftiall foon fee the violent 
cffedi which tlie propagation 'of this 
dodtrine produced. 

I Teft Patna the 5th of January, 
and called for one day at Mongheer, 
%diere l faw the Nabob, ready to pro- , 
ceed on the expedition to Beteea and Na- 
paul, his army having already, croffed 
the river. It may not be improper to 
take notice of the ftate of the Nabob s 

forces 
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forces at tliis time, and the fervice on 
which they were going. 

. A T his acceffion to the Subahfliip his 
army, which flood upon the books of 
the government at the rate of upwads 
of ninety thoufand men, was compofed 
of the fame forces, which had fuccef- 
fively ferved the Nabobs Aliverdi Ca^yn, 
Serajah Dowla, and Jaffier Alle Cawn, 
andfome of the principal jemmatdars had 
been in the fervice even beyond the time 
of SerfrazCawnj little dependence could 
be placed on fuch troops, and the fer- 
vants of fo many mailers ; for this rea- 
fon, ,as foon as the Nabob had got pof- 
feffion of the province of Patna, he dif- 
banded the greatefl part of his army, 
intending to raife new troops upon a dif- 
ferent eftablifliment. In this work he 
had advanced fo flowly, that when I was 
at Mongheer, his new raifed cavalry did 
not amount to two thoufand men ; and 
his whole force confijfled of about fix- 
:teen thoufand horle, and three battalions 
of feepoys-, befides an inconfiderable 
number of peons, who were; kept ,ra- 

ther 
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th'er fcrfhew than 'life.'' 'With'tHis foVee 
he planned and attempted the rediidtioh 
of the kingdom of Napaul, and croifed 
the gteA't merinperfoni with his atrtiy, 
leaving his family and treafure afMong- 
Heer. 

I HAVE been particiikt iipoil this fuh- 
jedt, becaufe it has be'en often afferted, 
that- he had at this tithe entertained the 
defigh of breaking with the Engliili. 
Had this really been the cafe, of cpui'd 
he even have fufpefted, ' that he had gi- 
ven a plea to his enemies amohgd: the 
Engliili to make war againft him 'i can 
it be imagined, that he Would have en- 
gaged at fuch a time in a foreign wars 
and by Croiling the great fiVer, which a 
fingle battalion of oiir feepoys from' Patha 
might have prevented hini frohi repaf- 
fing, left his family and treafure at Mong- 
heer, and the whole province expbfed tb 
our arms ? In effeft, nothing was rhofe 
oppofite to his intereft, or even his dif- 
pofition, little reafon as he had to be fa- 
tisfied , at our behaviour to him. , His 
great objed from the beginningj and 

which 
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which his natural talents were heft fuit- 
cd to, was the increafe and improvement 
of his revenues j but for war he was to- 
tally unfit, from his excefiive and known 
timidity ^ and I believe I may with fafe- 
ty aferibe to this caufe, his paflivenefs 
and forbearance in the many provoca- 
tions which were given him. He' knew 
too well the weight of the Englifii 
power, to 'wifii to expofe his life and go- 
vernment to.fo unequal a rifque. 

W E left Mongheer the 9th of Janu- 
ary, and the 14th arrived at Coffimbuzar. 
In the way I received an anfwer from 
the Council of the 27th of Decem- 
ber, to the joint letter addrefied them 
the 15th of that month, by Mr. Haf- 
tings and me, which had been forward- 
ed to Patna and returned. With refped: 
to the propofal mentioned in that iettcr> 
of leaving Mr. Haftings with the ISTa- 
bob, it could have been to no purpole, 

as 

^ This letter arriving at Mongheer after mj* de- 
parture, followed me to Patna ; where italfo arriving 
after I had fet out from that place, Mr. ElHs dii- 
patched it back to-inc, and it reached me a little be- 
low Mongheer, after I had parted from the Nabob. 
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ag the Nabob was thenfettihg out upon ‘a 
diilaht expedition andindeed; 1 hoped 
if would at any fate prove unneceflary j 
hot in the lead; doubting, from the juft- 
nefs and ufefulnefs of the regulations 
which I had made, that the Board on 
my arrival in Calcutta would readily con- 
firm them. The following are copies 
of the letter from the Council, and of 
my anfwer from Coffimbuzar. 

The Board’s Letter to the Governor aiid 
Mr. Haftings. Dated December 27, 
1762. 

“ 7 E have received your letter of 

W the 15th inftant. We have 
paid due regard to the fubftance thereof ; 
blit as the articles now drawn up, or that 
may be concluded on, muft in all pro- 
bability prove the ftandard and limitation 
of bur inland trade for all future years, 
it is proper that it fhould be maturely 
confidered, and determined on by a full 
Board. We have therefore ordered the 
lettbr to lye on the table, until the Pre- 
fideht's return to Calcutta; when we fliall 
■ ■ ‘ , come 
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come to a final rcfohition on the fub- 
jed ; and would on that account recom- 
mend his leaving -Mr. Hafiings \vith the 
Nabob, to ratify fuch articles as may be 
then a!2;rced on. 

O • 

An d v/c think further, that the opi- 
nions of as many of the members of 
the Board fliould be taken on this mat- 
ter, as can be conveniently collcdcd. 
We beg leave to advife the Prefident's 
talking with Mr. Ellis for tliat purpofe. 

W E finill write to Luckypoor, agree- 
able to what you recommend, regard- 
ing the zemindarree of Bauboopoor ; and 
alfo forward to Dacca the orders on Ma- 
homed Alice. We mnfi: however i-e- 
mark, that we were in hopes, from the 
manner the Prcfidcnt cxprelfcd himfelf 
in a former letter, that Mahomed Alice 
would have been difmificd from his em- 
ploy with difgracc, and obliged to make 
rclfitution for the damages fufiained by 
the delays he had occafioned. And we 
mufi; needs fiiy, that we think thefe are 
points which ought ftill to be infifted on; 
as we cannot efteem his being ordered to 

refund 
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refund tlie extorted duties' any fatisfac- . 
tidn ; ’ becaufe we cannot fee any right 
or authority he (Mahomed Alice) had . 
to cxadl thefe additional duties, or caufe 
the interruptions he did, until a treaty 
of the nature now propofed had been 
concluded.” 

ExtraB of a Letter from the Governor 
to the Board. Dated Coffimbuzar, ■ 
■January 15, 1763. ' ■ 

reijpedl to Mahomed Al- 
V V lee, the collcftor at Dacca, I 
could not refufe. a propofition fo reafpn- 
able, as what the Nabob made ; that is 

> . . 1 ^ 

that ’ he ihould have an opportunity of 
anfwering for himfelf. Inelofed I fend 
you copies of his addrefies to the Na- 
bob, oil tlie fubjedt of the complaints 
againfl; him. ' ' , / 

Mirza Aleee Rezza is appointed ' 
ameen to go and enquire upon- the ‘ fpot ; 
and orders iliould be fent to the chiefs of 
Dacca, Chittagong, and Liickypoor, to - ' ' 
produce what proofs .they can 'of the ' 
fadts complained of, to the faid ameen. 

I’ CAN 
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I CAN venture to affureyou, the; Na- 
bob will not be backward in punifliing, 
Malibmed Allee, if he proves guilty. 
Torrut Sing, the amuldar of Xauge- 
poor, being convibled of killing Mr.; 
Gray’s gomaftah, has received fentence, 
to be hanged at the place where the vio^- 
ience was committed ; and Sheer Allec, 
for endeavoring to fereen him, and his 
ill behavior tp our gomaftahs in- general, 
will be difmiffed from his government 
of Poorneea. . - 

I OBSERVE, what you mention con- 
cerning the inland trade, in yo.ur letter 
to Mr. Haftings and me jointly,* the 
Company’s duftuck never having been 
granted hor thofe articles of trade by any 
former governors j neither diall I think 
myfelf empowered to grant them, with- 
outthe orders of our Honorable Mafters ; 
and therefore to prevent our being liable 
to have our goods flopped for duties, at 
many different places, as is the cafe with 
the country merchants, I wifhed to have 
thofe duties made up in die mofl reafbn- 
able manner into one fum, to be paid at 

one 



one place before the difpatch of the 
goods. After getting what information 
we could, I agreed with the Nabob that 
theyfhould be rated at 9 per cent, upon 
tlie purchafe-price ; which being paid 
before the difpatch of the goods, and 
the duftuck of the. country government 
taken, they fliould be liable to no other 
demands throughout the three provinces. 
You will obferve, that this is lefs than 
the Luckypoor gentlemen, in their let- 
ter of the 6th of November laft, men- 
tion, they haye always paid upon fait 
and tobacco, which are the principal 
objedls-of this trade. In my way down* 
I took an account from the agents of 
fome Patna and Hoogly merchants, of 
what they had paid, and were liable to 
pay for the fait under their charge, by 
which you will perceive, that the lir- 
carree duties only, without reckoning the 
duftore taken, at the feveral chokeys, 
amounts, by the lowed: of the feveral 
informations, to more than 25 rupees 
per 100 maunds. I have fent a copy of 
this account to the Nabob, and recom- 
mended. 
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mended to him to free the merchants 
in TCHcral from fuch a variety of dc- 
mands, by receivin'*; from tlicm in like 
manner a reafonablc rate of cufloms 
in one place only. 

I VES'LEKDAV fciit for the principal 
jfliroffs of the city, and enquired of 
them, wliy tlicy refufed to excliangc the 
Calcutta ficcas ; and as they arc llruck 
v.-irii the name of Moor/licdabad, hov/ 
they could diHinguith them from thofc 
v.’hich arc druck in the iMoordicdabad 
mint ? They replied, that tlic damp 
wa? not fo well made at Calcutta, and 
that tb.e rupee-, for tlic mod part, are 
tco bread and tidn, by v.-])ich they could 
diftinruidi th'Ain I defred .Mr. Eatihn 

O 

to fciJG ter inmc, and. upon e.varr.inatiar, 
fc'U.nd the Cibfervation of hi 

very true ; however, they acreed rr r:- 
ceivc them, and prorrikd to do :h in :i- 

4. V ; C. , w , ' V. : k; ^ ^ * *:r 
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pees equal in every refpeft to thofe of 
Moor/liedabad, and if poffible fo alike, 
that they may not be diftinguiflied one 
from another. 

Having received from Mr. Amyatt 
the news of the French cruizers in Bal- 
lafore road, I fliall fet out from hence 
to-morrow morning, with relays, of 
bearers, to Mirzapoor, from whence I 
ihall proceed in a light boat to Calcutta, 
fo tliat I fliall probably arrive as foon as 
this letter. 

I LEFT major Adams at Patna, and he 
intends to return by the Pachaet road.” 

The day after the difpatch of this’ 
letter I fet out from Coffimbuzar, up- 
on the news of the French fliips being 
in Ballafore road, and arrived in Calcut- 
ta the 1 8th. 
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SECTION XL 

The general AlTernbly of the Council, 
and their. Proceedings. 

'The ‘Regulations circulated by the Nabob. — 
Copy fent to the Boa 7 ‘d by the Chief of 
Dacca . — The Members of theCouncilcalL 
eddoivn fromthe fubordinateFadlo 7 -ies.—^ 
hotter from Mr. Cartier to the Board, 
on the Subjedl of his Letter to the Col- 

ledior ^ Dacca. Letter from Mef 

Johnflone, Hay ^WBolta to the Board, 
on the SubjeSf of theirs, to the Fouge- 
dar of Poorneca. — Letter, from the 
Chief ajid Council ^Dacca to the Boai'dt 
w/V/6 Perhan Copy of Mr. VanfittartV 
Letter of Regulations . — GulftonV 
Tranfationof it. — T/’t’Nabob’r Orders 
to his ColleSlor at Dacca . — Minutes of 
Council upon thefe. — Mr. Vanfittart'j 
Minute hi Council, on the Subjebl of the 
above Froceedings. — Violence of the Na- 
hoMsOjfcers. — FxaggeratedComplaints 
againfi them. — Orders from the Board 
to 'Luckypoor and Dacca. — Mr. A- 
O 2 inyattV 
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'^y2Xt's Minute in Ajyhv^r'W'Mr. Van- 
. iitt^Yt's.~r~FirJi Meeting of.,~,the ge 7 ieral 
Council.-^ — -Motion for .. 'calling Major- 
Carnac to the Boai~d.-—^he-Motion car- 
.7-ied. — Mr. hvcr^-M! sr Minute at the 
■ Opening of the general Council. — Re- 
s marks on it. — Difjculty of aSiing 'be- 
^ tween, the Nabob and the Council . — 
Mr. VanfittattV Minute in Council . — 
.Frefo Cofnplaintsfrom Patna Dac- 
ca FaSiories. — Refolutions of the Board 

- thereupon^ .empowering the .Fadlories to 
■make JJfe of Force.— Mr. VanfittartV 
Better to the Nabob, acquainting., him 
-with it.— Major C^xxmd.s Lietter to the 
' Board, defring to . be reinfated in- the 

tCom7nand of the Froops. at- Patna. — 

- Letter -from the Chief and Cou7icil-. at 
Patna to the Board, .co77cerni7ig/the 
.Gimge.’ — Plan for condudling. theaPro- 
ceedings of the general. Cou7icil.-, — De- 
bate concerning the Eurbunna- Gate, and 
the Gtmge. — Letter. to the Nabob,,.4’i?/z- 
taming the Rejolutions of the . Majority 
for ope 7 iing the Eurbunna Gate.-r-Phe 

Gunge ordered to. be aboHped. — ^ufions 

to 
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■ io he debated, rcVatlve to the Regula- 
tions and the private Trade. — Co 7 nplnint 
from Luckypoor again]} the Nabobs 
Officers i Orders to feize the Offi- 

cers. — Debates upon the bcforc-iue]!- 
tioned ^iejlions. — Re/o/ntions of the 
Board. — ^tefion propofed, v)hat Arti- 
cles of Trade ffiould pay Duties to the 
-Nabob, <7;/^ zohat Dufies^ — Debate 
upon it, and the Conchffion. — Remarks 
on it. — Mr. Haftings’j' additmial Ml- 
' miic in Council. — Better f -cm the Na- 

• ' bob to his Collcdl or at D^cc^, concern- 

ing the Stoppage of fome Goods beJong- 
in'g to Mr. Vanfittart. — Letter from 
Mr. Vanfittart to the Nabob on that 
, • SubjeSi. — ^Further Complaints againf the 
' Nabob’ j Officers. — Fougedar of Ran- 

• ganiattee ordered to be feized. — P Ian for 
deciding Difputes betiveen our Agents 

■ and the 'Nabob’j Officers — Remarks 
■; upon it. — The Nabob refw'us from his 
Expedition. — Much alarmed by ' the ge- 
neral AffhnbJy of the Coiincil.-— Three 
' Letters from him to the Govetmor . — 
Letter from the Governor in A 7 f’wer . — 
Mr. Johnftone’j- Motion. — Debate up- 
O 3 on 
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on hi and the Refolutiond of the Board,. 
’—‘Mef Amyatt a?id Hay appointed- to 
v go on a Deputation to the Nabob.— 

. Great' Diflurbances between ^ii^Nabbb’i 
. . Officers and our Fadiories at Patna arid 
. Dacca, — A Detachment from Patna 
. feizes the Nabob’ j Officer at Mow, who 
is kept Prifoncr in the FaSiory, — Fart 
of that Detachment attacked and car- 
ried- before the Nabob, whoreleafesfhem, 
-—Sever'al Letters from the Chief and 
Council at- Patna to the Board, and 
from the Nabob to the Governor upon 
. their Grievances. — -.Letter to the Na- - 
: bob, containing the Refolutions\ of the 
Board upon the foregoing.-^Lhe Nabob ■ 
publijhcs' a general Exemption of Duties i. 
-—Debate upon that SuhjeBi. 'wiih ■ the'' 
. -.Refolution of the Board to'hifijl on the' 
‘Hs^ededs annidling that ABd-^ Mef - 
. Johnftone and Hay dccufe MrlN2sL\t-^ - 
tart of having made a private Agree- '■ 
• ment with' the Lddboh for -'the Benefit wf' 

. Ms own-Lrade .' — .^^r;--Varifittart’i’^«-” 
fivers. — Two .Letters - fromyhe Nabob,' 
containing 'a-%varm'Re)nonfir'ance-againfi ■ 

- ■ the 



'TranfaSlions in Bengal. 19^ 

the Frocccdiugs of the Board. — Letter 
from the Chief and Council at Patna, 
‘loifh an Account of a Fi'ay het^joeen 
fome of their Seepoysy and the Nabob’s 
Forces at Gyah. — Fhe Board offended 

at the Nabob’ j Letters. Debate m 

Confequenccy nvheiber Mef. Amyatt and 
Hay foiild proceed on their Deputation. 
•—Agrcedy they Jhould fet oufy and nvait 
the Nabob’j- Anfoer at Coffimbuzar. 

TT had been agreed between the 
Nabob and me, that after -my ar- 
rival at Calcutta, the regulations diould 
be fent from the Council to the different 
factories, with his orders to his officers, 
which he gave me for that purpofe ^ 
but inftead of this, I had hardly left him, 
when he difpatched copies of my letter 
to, his officers in all parts of the coun- 
try, with general orders for their ob- 
fcrvanccj' and a diredlion, tliat.all Eng- 
liffi gomaftahs, who refufed to comply 
with themi ffiould be turned out of the 
country. Copies of thefe being deliver- 
ed, by the. Nabob’s officer, at -Daccaj to 
O 4 the 
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the chief of our fadtory,' were by him 
immediately forwarded to the Board, 
with a letter filled with the moft aggra- 
vated reprefentations of the lofs, which 
•would accrue from them to the private 
commerce, and of the encroachments 
upon what they called our privileges. 
My letter, which contained the regu- 
lations, was put into the hahds of • Mr.' 
Gulfton ^ to be tranllated,andwas byhinl 
rendered into Englifli, with a pedantick 
fmgularity of ftile, and an affedled pre- 
cifion and pofitlvenefs, efpecially in fuch 
palTages, as were called by the Board an 
attack upon their rights. • Thefe aggra- 
vations ferved but too effedually to add 
ifuel to minds, already diipofed to catch 
fire from the flighteft occafion ; 'and left 
.anything ftiould be wanting^ to' carry 
the defigns of the party to the moft vio- 
lent extremes. Major Carnac, who had 
no concern, or any right to interfere in 
fuch matters, was called, upon to join 
his opinion to. that, v/hich the -Board 
thought .proper to pafs upon^thofe'regu- 
' V- I -j /. lations^ 

i. , ; - * At that time Perfian tranflator. 
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lations ; and I will take upon me to 
mention him as the author and diredlor 
of the refolution, to call down all : the 
members of the Board, from the fub- 
ordinate fadtories to the Prefidency, to’ 
give a fandion to the meafures which 
he had long had in view, and which 
were now to be carried into execution. 

And although it is certain, that die 
unheard of privileges, this aflembly came 
prepared to infill on, miift necelTarily 
produce a rupture with the Nabob, yet 
the Nabob, by his own folly, made the 
danger more hidden and unavoidable. 
He could :ri6 way have given his enemies 
a greater advantage, dian by difpatching 
as he did', copies of my letter, to all 
parts of the' country, and enjoining his 
aumils to enforce the immediate ob- 
fcrvancc of the regulations therein pro- 
pofed, without waiting until diredioris 
in confequence were fent from- Calcutta 
:'to our fadboriCs jointly, with the orders 
to his officers^ which he delivered me 
for that purpofe. It is 'plain, by my’let- 
ter to: the Nobit Roy (p. 176) that I 

■■■" ■ did 
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did ; not intend the- regulations; iliould 
take place till general orders were fent 
every where; and the Nabob himfelf 
well knew, that my orders could not 
take, .place, till joined with thofe of the 
Board, which he had therefore delired 
me torobtain. Of courfe I expefted the 
Nabob would wait, till I could iwrite 
him from Calcutta of the refoliitions of 
the. Council ; if he had, he would have 
found, , that they oppofed every part of, 
thciregulations, and he would have had 
time to determine, whether he would 
fubmit to their demands or not. Inr 
ftead of that, his officers proceeding*, 
immediately to make ufe of force, o- 
bliged me to join with the reft of; the 
Board in , reftraining them ; and thus,* ■' 
one aft of hoflility following ; another; .' 
gave the difcontented on each lide a 
continual' opportunity of widening the 
breach, , and at length .renderingdt irrer^ : 
parable. * ■■ 

. iMk. Cartier’s .^ letter to the Nabob’s • 
colleftor at Dacca,- and r^-that .of Mef. 

John- 
t Page 149. 


^ Page 147. 
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Jolinftonc, Hay and Bolts, to the foiige- 
dar of Poorncca, have been already taken 
notice of in this narrative, with my rea- 
fons for laying them before the Coun- 
cil, that they might prevent the ill con-' 
fcqucnccs which fuch a licentioufnefs 
muft produce to our own government, 
and our connexions with the Nabob, if 
every private perfon took upon himfelf 
to threaten the Nabob’s officers with the 
effeXs of the Englifli power, and pre- 
feribe rules for their conduX. Mef. 
Johnftonc and Hay (who \yere members 
of the Board) pretending, that their cha- 
raXers were defigncdly aimed at by the 
charge againft them, replied to it, with 
the bittereft inveXives and recrimina- 
tions upon rayfelf. Mr. Cartier in lefs 
violent terms juflified his own behavi- 
or, by producing the Engliffi draught of 
the letter he intended to write, and which 
was a decent reprefentation of his com- 
plaints i but his moonffiee wrote the ' '• 
Perfian original in the terms in which 
it here appears (p. 147.) • 


In 
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- In ■ the conclufion'v'the 'Board-VIndi^ 
cated.'the behavior of thofe gentlemen,' 
and approved of the cenfures 'which they' 
had taken upon them to call upon' niy-i-. 
felf i and this affair became a frelh ag-. 
gfavation of the party rage againfl:''me.v 
, 'It was not till after my. arrival- 'iii' 
Calcutta, that I fulpedted any objedlioris 
co'uld^ be, made to the regulations- which 
I had. 'fettled with the Nabob. ' Widi 
this' I -was hrll acquainted by Mri A-’ 
myattj' .who told me, orders had been' 
fent for the members of the Board to' 
come down from the fubordinate fettle- 
niehtS } and I expedted accordingly the 
moll ■ violent oppolitioh. But when I 
called for, and perufed the proceedings 
of the Board upon this fubjedl,' nothing 
could exceed my allonilliment at the in- 
jurious alperlions, and the illiberal in- 
vedtives, with which they had recorded 
their difapprobation of my condudt, ex-' 
ceeding even the extremefi; bounds, to 
which I could have expedted the- moll 
inveterate malice of party would,have led 
them. A' copy of thofe proceedings I 

lhall 
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f)inll here enter at liil'irc, tronfiriintr of 
hir. Cartier'^ letter to the Board, ex- 
plaining tlic intention of id;; letter to 
the Nabob’s collcclor at Dacca. ?>TefT, 
Jolindonc and May’s letter upon tlie iul)- 
je6l of that vrliiclt they wrote to the fou- 
fTcdar of Poorncca : the letter froni the 

O ^ 

cldcf and council at Dacca, inclofing 
Perfian cojdcs of tnine to the Nabob, 
ivliich contained the rerrulations, r.nd thc 
Nabob’s orders to his othcer on the oc- 
cnlion ; Mr. GuBlon's trandations of 
thofc Perfian copies, and tlic rcfoluiions 
of the Board. 

Letter from Mr. Cartier to 
the Council. D<7/tv/ January 9, 1763. 
"pEING called upon by the coun- 
cil of this faiflory, for an expla- 
nation of a letter wrote to Mahomed 
Alice, eel j odor of the revenues at Dac- 
ca ; J think proper, with the confent of 
the genii omen licrc, to addrefs niyfelf to 
tlic Board on this occafion ; and at the 
dune time, to declare the plcafurc it af- 
fords me, to vindicate any part of niy 

condiidv 
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condudt, that may appear dark of "myf- 
terious, before fo juft atfibiihah' ;■ 
The letter addrefled ' to * Maliomed 
Allee was wrote and fent him the 9 th of 
Odlober ; a copy of which, and his an'-' 
fwer, I forwarded to Mr. Vanfittaft the' 
fame was received by that gentleman/ 
during his abode at the French gardens. 
When lan entire interruption was piitrto’ 
all commerce, our fervants plundered,! 
and ufed ill^ the flag grofly inful ted, e -' 
ven dn the city, and almoft under our 
eye\;' When our intercouffe to Calcutta 
by letters was one time flopped r'dni what 
fhape was I to adl, but in the manner I 
did ? Mahomed Allee was pointed outj 
by the whole' country, as the principal- 
encourager of thefe grievances and in- 
fults. - On my applying to him for re- 
drefs, by the dewan and vackeel of, the, 
fadrory, he conftantly denied having- the 
leaft =hand in tliem. I therefore thought 
itfoeft, in fuch a fituation of aft'airsi- to- 
apply myfelf to him by letter, and to' 
demand a pofltive declaration as to the 
caufe of thefe difturbances. His anfwer 

was 
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waK fuch, as.might be expeded from an, 
intriguing man, in every refped cvafive 
and unfatisfaftory. 

You think, gentlemen, the ftile of 
my letter was rather improper, and tend- 
ing to promote tliofe evils, which you 
have taken fo much pains to remedy j 
namely, a jcaloufy and diftrufV. I mud: 
beg leave, gentlemen, to difient from 
you in tins opinion ; and maintain, that 
the extravagant and vexatious behavior 
of the fjovcrnincnt was the caufc of thofc 
evils y and raifed, I may venture to fay, 
both jcaloufy and diilrufl in every bread:. 
In fuch a conjuncture, I think an Eng- 
lidiman cannot fpcak too bold j I only 
wrote, what I imagined would have a 
proper effeCt on the mind of a man, 
who I fuppofed aCted from his own 
judgment, and without a legal order. 
The fyftcm of the prefent government 
muft be entirely changed within thefc 
twelve months, if the ears of the ofli- 
cers in it, arc too delicate to bear with 
a warm remondrancc. • ' 


I CAN 
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I CAN conceive my letter to Maho- 
med Allee to be nothing rhore •, and con- ' 
lidering the importance of the affair not; 
too warm. ; As chief of this fadlory,' I 
ofteemed it . my particular duty, to fup- 
port thofe privileges our nation are in- 
vefted with j and had I tamely fubmh- 
ted to fuch a grofs , invafion of them, 
without any endeavor on my lide to pro-, 
cure redrefs, Ithink.I Ihquld be unwor- 
thy of the- pod: I hold, and defervedly. 
delpifed by the generaHty of the world. , 

I H,OT.E» - gentlemen, the- above wdl, 
be fufficient to afcertain to you the juft; 
motives that ^ induced me- to "vyrite- the 
faid letter,' and fatisfy you (confidering 
the occalion) ,the ftile of it was not al-" 
together improper. . . , 

The original • letter I now inclofe 
.you, from which the Perlian tranllation 
was rhade, though .the purpprt of it is 
little differeht from the copy fent up in 
your general letter..” . . 


Copy 
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Copy of (I Letter from MeJJ'. Johnftone 
and Hay to the Council. Dated Janu- 
ary 14, 1763. 

“ have received the copy of a 

V V letter, wrote by tlie Prefident 
to the Board, complaining of Mr. Bolts’s 
condudt in .writing -a letter in the name 
of Mefficurs Johnftone, Hay and Bolts, 
to the Poorneea fougedar, reprefent- 
ing the grievances and oppreffions 
that our gomaftahs met with, in tranf- 
adling our bufinefs in that country, and 
aflerting the privileges of the firmaun ; 
and at the fame time recommending to 
you, to inflidl a cenfure or piinifliment 
on Mr. Bolts for the fame. We there- 
fore think it neceflary, and our duty to 
inform you, gentlemen, that Mr. Van- 
fittart, when he caft the whole of that 
tranfadlion on Mr. Bolts, did it not with 
any good reafon, as we were both ac- 
quainted with the contents of the let- 
ter, and of its being fent ; and we can- 
not help thinking, from the terms of 
hisletter, that itwas wrote with no other 
defign, than to ftiew how blamcable we 
were in his eyes, and how we ought to 
VoL. II. P be 
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' ' be treated'i ; biitWe.hbj3e,'y6u"^entle^^ 
will judge’ ot’heHvife. ' We a'rfe to' far 
from thinking with die Prefident>.' that 
' .'it is criminal to affert the privilege 'of 
the' fimiauh, that we thiiik every one 
’ 'that does not, little deferves the be'ne'iit 


of it : and that its being afleited in jiri- 
vate letters^ can never weaken the Corfi- 
•pahy’s government^ or prove prejiidi-. 
cial to th'eir trlie in'terejft. The jufihefs 
•of o’ur gomaiLalis complaints, to which 
■ \ve refer, ■ ah d which gave ' occ'afiOp to 

• out -letter • to hlieef Allee Gawh > ' 'will 

' appear by his ahfwerj iii Miich 'he ac- 
knowledges, that by the -Nabob’s orders 
our; trade iliall be entirely confined to 
‘that of ready money purcha'fes, contrary 
'to the-eilablifhed cuftohis throughout 'the 
'Oountry, and wmich mufi: of CoriteqUence 
put a tirop to all trade. Or fetter -it -in 'a 
•manner, unknown before, in the 'ivOTilc 
•of times in Bengal. ; ' 

• .. b u R letter, as iranflatea by Mr. G\il- 

-fironi which we now lay -before - the - 
-Board, -'we hope will appear hnexcep- 
-■t-ionablej for wh®^ faid, in bafe 

'ibe.did -not find aii end tvas puhto the 

oppre f- 
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-;, oppreffions .which , w complained, of, 
that we would make application tp.the 
•Nabob, for redrefs for ourfelyes and 

‘ * ' ' ' < . , i 

) , others } it is not to be imagined, 
-that we iliould have procured this apr 
_ plication to the , Nabob, otherwife t;han 
.'from your Board } and this was our in- 
tention- But Mr. Vandttart is of a dif- 
ferent opinion, and takes great excep- 
. ..tipn at its being laid to be done in the 
Englidi name, and redrefs obtained for 
, others. Had he thought proper to have 
. mentioned it to either of the partners 
redding in .Calcutta, he might have 
been fatisfied, that there was no had de- 
' -iign in uiing the word Qthers ), but that 
.it was introduced entirely by miliake; 

- and we have .reafon to think, Mr. Yan^ 
.littart was not unacquainted with the 
contents of that letter before he left 
„ .Calcutta, as our gomallala wrote us af- 
ter the receipt of the letter, the fouge- , 
dar. would not fend us his anfwer, till it 
was approved of by the Prefident, for 
which purpofe it- was fent by the fouge- 
dar with one of his own to Calcutta, 
/And we did riot receive the anfwer till 

P 2 fome 
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fome.days after Mr.. Vanfittarf’s depar-, 
ture from Calcutta. , . . ' ■ ... .. , 

-..The unwillingnefs the Prefident had 
' to believe complaints of this nature, and 
■ more particularly that they were owing 
to the Nabob’s orders, induced us to ad- 
drefs Sheer Alice Cawn in the manner 
we did, to fee whether he would anfwer 
us, as he did our gomaftah ; and on 
this, to have a foundation for- applying 
to your Honorable Board for redrefs. 
You will pleafe to remark, that ^ Sheer 
Alice Cawn rep'refents Dadney advanced 
for goods, as money let out at intered.j 
which latter buiinefs our. gomaftahs 
never carried on i and we cannot . con- 
ceive, that the milbehavior of a few go- 
m^ahs ,in that or any other ,^yay,, when 
proved, joined to the many groundlefs 
.complaints of the government, fhould, 
be efteemed fufficient caufe for-the.Nat 
bob to ufurp, or we :to give ,up the 
privileges of the Englith .Company; in 
this country ^ when,,.at-the Jame time, 
fo many well grounded caufes , of. .conir 
plaint . have - been given , by the feryants 
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of ihc (o thofc v.‘bo f>y tlic Com- 

pnnv’;- ind^slpci'.cc Ir.tvc tlic privilege of 
tiiiiluckf, nnd of tourfe nrc exempt (rorn 
:’.1I duticf , ?.nt! their prfjlecUo!! ; fluU 
thefe prlvilcpcr> for fcvcrnl months have 
been urcatlv infrirured ifi ftniie imrt?, 
nnd cntirciv tnhen n\v:u‘ in otIier>, hv 

0 * * 

the cotjntry government, is v.-Jint we, 
t!s well mofi Enitlidi tenders, except 
tlic Brcluicnt, iinvc Icvcrcly felt in our 
privnic forttmes. 

Vv- n received r, letter from our nnent 
Mr. Robinfon, r,t Gwnipnrnli, informing 
Uf. of the dhhcuhies j'rc Inl'.ored under, 
from tlic ohAnclcr thrown in tlic w.ny of 
our trnde, .'uul tlic dnngcr with which 
he wns flireatencci by the fougednr of 
Rnngnmettce, which lie reprefented ns 
grc.^tly fomented nnd cncrcnfed by the 
nrrivnl nnd prncliccs of one Gongnrnm 
Metre, who wns come there in Aurriifl, 
nnd nHumed to liimfelf, on the nrength 
of his pcrwnnnnii from the Governor, tlic 
othcc of inquifitor,’ nnd fupervifor of 
the agents of the Englifli, &c. in thofc 
parts. I’jie perwnnnnh, extracts of Mr. 

P ^ Robin foil’s 

O 
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Robihibri’s letter* Gongaram 'Metre*s^ 
letter td Mr. Tiexeira, ahd'bhe letter 
from the Rangamettee fougedar ' to • 
Mr. Robinfon, are fubrriitted to yoiir 
confideration, fome of thefe were for- 
warded to the Governor, requefting the' 
rieceflary redrefs j in anfwer, we have fe- ; 
e'eived through him a perwanhah front' 
the Nabob, to the’ fougedar of Ranga-* 
mettee* as .per fubjoined tranllation, di-; 
reifling hirn not to obdrudt our,'fradej of 
coilefl; duties on goods provided for eix- 
portation, or that come from Cakutta" 
with a duftuck, but to levy the ufuar 
duties on other goods, and to fendtb him'-- 
felf 'and the Prelident,- an a;ccount of the' 
fates according to which they pay; This," 
we humbly conceive, is contrary to- the. 
afticies bf our treaty with the Nabob,' 
ahd' reduces us again to thole privileges 
we enjoyed before the time of Meei-yTaf^ 
jfief' Cawn, knd which we imagine was 
not' the fentiments ' of the' ' majority of 
the' Board, at the time the Prelident left 

' . j i - ^ { ' i 

it. .By this p'efwahhahj ho-wever, ’■ wh 
have not' got the lead;' ■ faiisfa£tib’n ' for 
' ^ ■ the ■ 
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the infults apd lofles we have fuftained,. 
by obilrufting our trade, both inland and^ 
Calcutta i but, on the contrary, it is 
left to the fougedars difcretion, who 
has been guilty of tlic violences and 
lofles we complained of, to fix the rates 
of tire duties on the different articles of 
inland trader on which, to the befl; of 
our knowledge, the Company’s feryantisj 
that have traded there, fince the treaty 
with Jaffier Allee Cawn, never yet paid 
any, and of courfe there could be no 
cuftom to follow, which fcheme, flrould 
it take place, would reduce us on a foot- 
ing ryith (if not below) the traders of the 
country, as is the wifli of the Governor’s 
agent in that part, probably in the. ima- 
gination, that this may be a rneans of 
throwing die whole trade into their 
hands, by the extraordinary intereff Mr. 
Yanfittart has with the Nabob. 

WHATEVER opinion the Prefident 
may, entertain of Mr. Cartier, or Mr. 
Chevalier, they have had die happinefs 
hitherto, to, be efteenied by every, ibpdy 
that knows ,them, .. The gentleman, w.e 
P 4 , fent 
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fent up,' Mr.' .Pcocihfoii, had- the permif- 
lion.and approbation of the Board ; we 
think; therefore, if fuch' griei^ances as 
were allcdgcd againft Englifh agents arid 
gomaftahs, really exifted iri thefe parts, 
the fubjedting them to the ferutiny arid 
fiipervifal of black dependents, of what-' 
ever denomination, without the know- 
ledge of the Board, was an indignity of-i 
feted to it, to us, and to every gentle- 
man eon cerned’j and, however thepro-f 
pagatirig fuch notions in thiscountiymay 
ferve to ilrengthen the hands of the go-i 
Verriment, we humbly conceive it ' 'can 
give but a very odd opinion of the Other 
rinembers to whom it is jointly entruftedf 
In the courfe of the bufmefs we have 
carried on, we have met with the great- 
eft impediments in almoft rill parts, but 
iri particular in Poorneea,* the'Riingpbor, 
diftridts of Gwalparah andRangamettee, 
from the different fougedars, ^ernindars, 
Mr. Moore, Gongaram Metre, '&c. the 
adcounts of which,' as we have received 
therii froiri our agents, we now lay be- 
fdteyou', and: hope you will procure for 

' US 
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us that fatisfa€tion and redrefs which we, 
have, hitherto been unable to obtain.” 

Copy of. a Letter from the Chief and Cotm^, 

; , c /7 ^ Dacca to the Board. Dated 
^ .nuary 10, 1763. 

7 " E did ourfelves the honor , to 
■ V V write you yefterday, and have 
fince been furprized by the receipt of 
two papers (which came inclofed foi‘ 
your perufal) from the Naib, and from 
Mahomed Allee of this place, who de- 
Cred to be informed what degree of re-fr 
gard we intend to pay- the . orders, they 
contained ? To which we replied, that we 
did . not care to acquiefee with the terms 
of thofe papers, as the Prefident and 
Council of Calcutta, on whom alone it 
reft'ed to give a fandlion to fuch coni- 
mands, had not thought proper to tranf- 
mit us any fuch inllrudtions. We know 
not in what light you will look on thefe 
directions to the Naib of this place, but 
hope- you will - approve,’ the.^ replyi we 
made, and, will pardon us the.diberty 
of addreffing -a , few -lines ;on- this- fubr 
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The injundion, with rcfped to duf- 
tucks, affedls every article of commerce, 
except fuch as are imported on fhipping.' 
Mr. Cartier being enjoined not to give 
one for any article that is the produce of 
Bengal, and to pay a duty of nine per 
cent, to the Nabob, on every merchan- 
dize not brought in or fent by fea. This 
furely cannot be meant, but the words 
feem too equivocal not to make us wifli 
to have your fenfe of them, on fo im- 
portant a point. A duty once fixed, could 
fcarce be a burden; but if added to 
this, we are fubjedted to vexatious ap- 
plications to the Nabob’s officers for duf- 
tucks, it will be a grievance we fhall in- 
deed feel. The dignity and benefit of 
our duftucks, are the chief badges of 
honor, or at lead: interefl, v/e enjoy from 
our firft Srmaun, and has been held in 
fuch efteem, as to fecure our effeebs from 
thofe depredations, v/hich the natives fuf- 
fer in palling their goods through the 
counti}^ ; and if thefe new duties on all 
the prcdutis of the countiy are thought 
juft, may not the Nabob be properivie- 
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vxitx'd fif fJjcm, hy tlic Shahbundcr's rc~ 
cript for the rufiom being .'tflbvcfl to the 
b:\ck of every previour. to ht; 

being figned ? Thin will iurclynTccrwin, 
in the niort mnplc forn), the dutic?. to 
the N.'thoh, end free m from the pnn- 
cipnl grievance we can feel from their 
enercafe. Tlic prohihliiori, with rcfpc^l 
to tofnh-, is a rcHraint not even put 
on the Moguls and natives the liber- 
ty of creeling new ones, fo far from be- 
ing tnjuriouf; to the Nabob, abrohilcly 
enhances his cuflorns, by clearing lands, 
that would have othenvife been uninha- 
bited ; and tlic order to piirchafe every 
tiling for ready money, amounts nearly 
to an cxclufion from all fuch brancliea 
of traiie, as the venders will tlicn irn- 
pbfe on us whatever prices tlicy judge 
proper. 

Wit h rcfpc(fl to Aflant, we mull: beg 
leave to obferve, that the Nabob, or his 
fougedar of Rangamettee, can have no 
more right to regulate the terms of our 
commerce with the natives of that coun- 
try, than with thofc of China. All the 

power 
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power. . he exerts over. , our gomaftahs as 
arbitrary , and . oppreffive j and neither 
juftice nor antient cuftoms can warrant 
fuch.abuies, or. regulate his officers in 
.the colleding of taxes, tho’ the whole 
diredtion is now referred to his droga of 
Rangamettee. No duties have ever yet 
been paid on lack, muggadooties, and ’ 
other goods, brought from Affam ; thofe 
goods may furely be cfteemed imports 
when they are brought into Bengal, and 
may be intitled'to our duftucks. 

. -.A l l our privileges, all our fortunes, 
arid, future profpedls, depend upon the 
jr.efuk of your deliberation on thefe 
•points ;, and we hope, let what will be 
your fentiments, you will be pleafed to 
fufpend the execution of them, till our 
prefent concerns are colledted in, with 
our antient indulgencies. No treaty- of 
-commerce in any country has been car- 
ried into execution, or freffi duties le-, 
yied, without a previous declaration for 
as. long a term, - as was adequate to the, 
fettlement of thofe concerns thatwerevto. 
be influenced -by ;fuch , new regulations ; 

. . and 
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and we flatter ourfelves, that we flball 
not become ohjeds of unexampled fe- 
verity on this - occafion. The trade of 
the fervants has. ever been thought in ti- 
ded to your protection; and we -hope, 
■if- particular branches are now to be gi- 
, ven up, we iliall ftill be indulged with 
.the influence of your authority, and pri- 
vilege of -our duftucks, till we can finifli 
our prefent engagements. - If you refufc 
us this requefl:, gentlemen, you undo -us 
. at once ; as. the publication of. thefe or- 
ders from Mongheer^ with the damp 
Lof your authority, will fo affeCt pur na- 
' -tional credit and influence in the coun- 
.try, as niud for ever difable us from col- 
deding in the large fums we have, out- 
standing. . ' 

' - If we have obtruded on the Board 
ijmore than is deemed fit,, or prefumed 
in any part of this to advife, where o- 
•hedience was do, we ^crave your pardon, 
and ihall be ready to pay the utmofl; re- 
TpeCt to any orders tranflnitted. by your 
iBoard.” ■ , 
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. Mr. ■ GuLfton’^ Trafijlafion x)f the Go 
\ ' . mfs letter to the Nabob 


gracious perwannah i; 

Jw riVed, and has greatly hon 
:fne;. I am informed of all the pari 
! ; lars of your high commands* 

‘ It fhail be written to the chic: 
I'dur faftories, that they are to give a 
■ituck for the buying and felling -of - 
--merchandize j and for merchandize, 
••'they buy and fell in every diftridt 
-traffick ' in this country, they are tc 
according to cuftom of other traders 
merchantsj and not to give the C 
• pany’s duftuck. They are to tal 
-T.duftuck from the bux-bunder, 
■ihah-bunder, paying in upon the 
i.of the merchandize ;nine per .cent, 
’-eluding, wharfs, and other receipt 
cuftom } nor ftiall they ufe any mai 
of . force .or violence,, extortion or ut 


-dealing. - . 

: -It is hoped, that your Exceller 
.perwannahs \yill be iftiied out to the i 

ge 
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gcdars and other of?iccri? of tlic govern- 
ment, that the Company’s dufluck-is to 
go along with the purchafe and falc of 
jQiip merchandize ; and they arc by 
no means to ftop it, or demand the 
fmallcfl ciiftom ; nor fliall they hinder 
tlie purchafe and falc of commodities 
for country trade, but they arc to give 
duftucks, receiving the duties on cod: 
of the merchandize, agreeable to your 
Excellency’s high command; and the 
drogas at the chokeys arc only to take 
copies of the duftuck, without demand- 
ing any thing. 

Heretofore it was written to all 
the chiefs of our factories, to forbid 
them injuring the country people and 
inhabitants of. the perganahs, and pro- 
tecting the dependents ' and . lerv^ants of 
the fircar, and damaging the affairs of 
the fircar. Now repeated diredtions 
fliall be fent, that they arc to refrain 
from fuch proceedings ; and further, 
confidering the officer of the government 
as magiftrate where they are, in cafe 
of any trouble or difputes happening, 

they 
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they arc to appear before that magiftrate- 
and have them fettled. 

Let your Excellency’s inflrudlions 
he font to, the fougedaps and officers, 
that they are to determine difputes of 
our factors with juftice and truth with- 
out partiality j and, if any ' one com- 
plains againft a faftor, to fend for him,- 
and fettle the affair, face to face j and 
if a failor. has a complaint againft any 
one, to confider it well,- and fo deter- 
mine it. 

It has been written to the chiefs of 
Iflamabad and Luckypoor, that they 
ffiall not make fait works, nor hinder 
the merchants and farmers of , the fait 
works, tliat pay revenues to the govern-' 
ment, blit to, buy .what they want tjf 
them at a reafonable rate. The two 
letters to the chiefs aforefaid, being iii- 
^clofed with this addrefs. 

• An order will be fent to the chiefs' 
and fervants of all our factories, that 
they are not to farm or buy lands ; and 
whatever they may have bought here- 
tofore to refign it. 

, VoL. II. Q_ Let 


tsT your Excellency’s 6r^erti^paffe3," 
that thciprice bf the 'p'urcliafb' ’B*e' like- 


wife returned^' 


•■at'- 


.But from feveral' places,; there is 
fcbrhe complaint, that the officers bf the 
fircar importune' for former colle'ftibhs,* 
and beat, bind, and confine' the people; 
v/hich doings, are far from being juftJ ’ 
^ Let your Excellency’s' orderbepaffed, 
that they return babk' the price" of the 
purchafe, and never demand old abc'otihts^ 

' The chiefs ' arid fervants ’ of ' 'the- fa'c-' 
tbries’will be diiredled, that they- are' hbt 
fo hinder the brokers and weavers bf 'the 
gov'ernrheiit. ' ’ ■ < -i.'. 'i 

■ ''And if your Excellency is hot pleaf- 
ed,t''that the money and bullioh of Efig- 
liih ’gentlemen and ' their fadtors fiibuld 
be' made into ficcas, in the mints of Azi- 
mabad and Ichangifnagufr, afid'hy'it 
there will be a lofs to the fircar ; let the 
drogas of thofe places be ordered, not to 
receive the money and bullion of the 
Engliffi to be made into ficcas. But, 
upon -hearing this, the money-changers 
will demand as exchange jufi: what they 


want,' 
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want, and the .Company’s bufinefs will 
be impeded by tliis means. 

It is hoped, that a perwannah will 
be ifliied out to the Naibs of Moorlhe- 
dabad, Ichangirnagurr and Azimabad, 
that the. exchange on money of the Eng- 
hfli Company and gentlemen^ diall be 
taken according to the market curren- 
cy f. and in. cafe of exadlion, to. bring 
the money-changers to punifliment. . 
Directions will be fent to the fac- 

I . 

tor (gomaftah) at Gwalparah, that he is 
to tranfadl bufinefs of traffic, as was the 
cuftoni heretofore j and he is not. tp 
trade with the people of the mountains | 
whatever he has to buy or fell in that' 
place, he is to do by means of the.offi- 
cer of the government. Let your Ex- 
.cellency’s orders be fent to the droga, 
that he is to deal, with the Engliffi facr- 
tprs, as with other merchants.” 


0^2 • Mr. 



Mr. Gulfton’j ‘itrctnjlation ^//^e.NabobV 
j- Fe'rpannah .tp Mahomed Ailed Beg. - 
TN the month of :Jemady-ath^tha- 
' : ■ A ny, the fourth yeat of his Majefly’s 
■^reign, agreeing with the 1 176th of the 
:Hegira, Mr. Vanfittart came to vifit me 
'at Mongheer. • Seeing "that you: wrote an 
■.excufe' for not collecting’ the balances in 
the'cbufitry, becaufe of the diftufbances 
'of . the Ehglillr factors - therefore ; all 
country difpiites, and the traffic of the 
Engliffi factors, were fettled ; and the 
’Governor aforefaidliaS' accordingly given 
'me.v/ritten fecurity, under his own 
:hand, and a copy thereof, under feal of 
■the, magiitrate, is. fent inclofed.j you 
‘are to aCt in conformance to it, not dif- 
fering in a Angle point, either ’ morcj or 
lefs from It j and further, you are ; to 
ffiew the'faid copy to the Engliffi, gentle- 
men and their faClors, and’ tell them, 

' that they are to tranfaCt all bufmefs and 
affairs of trade, according to this written 
fecurity, and in no v/ife are to ufe vio- 
•len'ce ;or extortion'; if they aCl contrary 

thereto, ^ 
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thereto, I will not fuffer fuch behavior 
in the' country, but will turn them out.- 
And- you; our- well-beloved, are to adt 
agreeable to this written fecurity. If 
any one of the factors fhall bring to pafs 
any thing, contrary to this written* fe- 
curity, and caufe a difturbance, you fliall 
remove him, and fend me a review of 
the cafe, taken exadtly without the leaft 
difference or difagreement. It is with 
much and earneft importunity, that I 
procured a written fecurity to this pur- 
pofc j' and having fent copies thereof' to 
ail iiiy officers, and to you of noble rank ; 

' if you do’nut caufe bufinefs to go oii a- 
greeable ’to- it, in the. diftndls^ fubjedt 
to you', I ffiall . be .very much offended 
with you, nor will I in future pay any 
regard' to your complaints and take care 
to ad agreeable to this fingle writing, re- 
garding/it of as much force, as -writing 
a tlibufand.-times.” . . . .." 
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ExfraSf of a Confiiltntlon of the lyth of 
January, 1763. (Prefent Mef Amyatt-, 
Hay WattSi) 

A ? it appears from the confultation 
xTi. of the 22d of Marcli, that it v/as 
then rcfolvcd to call for the opinion of 
the . licld-ofliccrs, in a cafe which the 
, Board cflccm fimilar to this and as 
they think, that the iffuc of tlic prefent 
matter muft highly concern the national 
honor, and the Company’s bufincfs. 

.Agrf.ed, wc fend for major Carnac 
to the. Board, to take his feat, and alTifl; 
in our deliberation on the fubhance of 
thefc letters. 

,T HE major being come to the council- 
room, takes liis feat at tlie Board. Read 
again the Dacca letter, dated the iotli 
• inftant, with the tranflates entered above, 
of the two Perfian papers which were 
inclofed. 


The Board having maturely confider- 
ed the fame, are unanimoiifly of opinion, 
that in the letter froih the Prefiderit to 


•j' f ; r ' i f ^ f , ' . I ' j ' ' * 

’ Coffim Alice Cawri, -he affumed a right 
, to’ which ' he was ho ways 'autlibrized ; 


that 
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that the regulations propofed by him, are 
diflioiiorable to us as ‘Englilhmen, and 
tend to the ruin of all public and private 
trade ; that the Prefident's ifliiing out re- 
gulations independently of ’the Council, 
IS an abfolute breach of their privileges ; 
and that; therefore, diredtions iliould be 
fent to Dacca, to fuipend paying any re- 
gard to the regulations and orders, which 
I the Nabob has fent to their fadtoiy; 
and as the Nabob has declared, in'ETs 
letter *fd"the Naib of Dacca, that' Ke 
'Ayiil ; turn 'out thofe Englilhmen, or their 
. ; gomailahsi who will not comply with 
thefe deiilrudtive regulations ; it appeal's 
to the Board of the utmoft importance, 

, and they are further of opinion, ' that 
4 the abfent members Ihould be immedi- 
lately , called to Calcutta (excepting the 
^chiefs of Patna and Chittagong, whofe 
diflan ce from the Prelidency, may fender 
^their coming inconvenient and prejiidici- 
,al to the ; Company’s affairs) that .the. 
, whole, may be confulted on a matter of 
,^^;fuch high ^cpnfequence,.- and „a plan^he 
eflablilhed for the fecurity of our co'm- 
^ 0^4 . . n^erce. 
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jncrco, nnd for the proper conducing of 
the country correfpondcncc. 

• Agr^kp, th-.u we Av rite accordingly 
in the terms of tJic above minute to 
Dacca, Codimlnr/ar, and Luckypoor, 
direding the chiefs to repair immediate- 
ly to Calcutta j but as the diflancc from 
Burdwnn is fo very final], and Mr. John- 
Honc’s prcfencc muH. be c/lcntiall}' ncccf- 
fary there, at this fcafon of the heavy 
coilcdions, 

Agrred, that our letter to him be 
only to hold liimfclf in readinefs to re- 
pair to Calcutta, on receipt of our fur- 
ther orders. 

The major withdraws. 

Mt:.ssieurs Johnftonc and Hay lend 
in a letter to tlic Board, regarding the 
Perfian letter, which they wrote to Sheer 
Alice Cawn, the fougednr of Poorncea, 
alfo copies and extracts of fundr}^ let- 
ters and papers relative thereto. 

The fame being now read, the Board 
are of opinion, tliat they fufHciently ac- 
count for, and vindicate thefe gentlemen 
in, that tranfadion.” ' 

■ ■ ' Though 
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, T H o u G H ;it was’ with'relu( 5 tance that'- 
I could bring myfelf to fit as a member 
of the fame Board, with perfons who 
had treated me>fd injurioufly 5 yet,' I 
ftill had hopes, that it ■might be in my 
pO'W’er to prevent ’the execution of the 
defigns, which were' laid for breaking 
with the Nabob ; ■ though I had ho other 
armS' than ;the reftitude.of my intentir. 
ons, and: the propriety of the meafures 
which I had taken, to oppofe to thefe 
violences I- refolyed to anfv/er with 
temper, and cpolnefs all their objedions; 
and to Ihew the illegality of their prori 
ceedings, that if I could not bring theni 
to reafon, I might yet obviate any pre- 
tence, • which they might form to bring 
on the- rupture, v/hlch fome of the 
leaders ^ were certainly now meditating 5 
altliough, I believe, many of'the mena- 
bers of the Council were not aware that 
things would be carried fo far. . ’ ' 
,''My anfwer to, and “remarks upon, 
the beforementioned: proceedings, were 
< ' 1. ' - 'Tdeliver- 

I have often declared, both before this time 
and fmce, that major Carnac and Mr. Ellis were 
the perfons I here meant 
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' delivered: into Council .the; jft;of;Febni-r, 
ary,-. as follows. ’ rr- .... 

^he Governors Mhmte. in Co7ifiiltation, 

, I ' , . February i, 1763.,... 

fVT HAVE read, with great furprize^ 

■ > the minute of ^ your confultation-of 
ithe 17th ultimo, upon Meff; Johnftone 
and.Hay’s letter of the 1 4th j,. and upon 
the. Dacca letter of the loth, accompar. 
nied 'with my anfwer to the iNabob,. up- 
on the. fubjed: of the . propofed'-'regula- 
tions for the -private inland trade. ,I.will 
.^endeavor . to point: put - the . wrong i you 
iihave done, me and the injuftice, .as well 
.as. indecency of the refledlions with which 
• MelT.. Johnftone’s and Hay’s faidt-letter 
Js; filled.; and which I wonder fliould 
.^efcape your cenfure, much ,;niore . that 
.they,, fiiould gain your approbation. - % , 
h e Honorable the Court-; pf .IDi- 
. reftors,; as - well- as their; fervants j here, 

. have, always, underllppd a. dilHndtion-h.e- 
, jtween; - the , trade in. . articles - imported, 
.andr.tphe; exported by fliipping,-jmd the 
i^private -inland trade, .that is, the trade 

' from 
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from place to place in the country, ' in 
commodities produced and confumed in 
the country j of which fait, beetle-nut, 
aiid tobacco, are tlie chief articles. For 
tlie former trade, the Coriipany’s duf- 
tuck has always been granted ; but tlie 
latter, has been carried on with the duf- 
tuck of the country government, arid 
their duties paid j but thofe duties being 
different in different places, and- even 
varied at the fame place, according to 
the difpofition -and authority of the Na- 
bob’s colledtor, and the degree of -.force 
■with .which the Englifh gomaffah could 
back his refufal, a fixed regulation: was 
thought neceffary, to prevent the num- 
berlefs difputes' occafioned by this com- 
merce in different parts of the province. 
‘Gur Honorable Mailers have exprefly 
ordered, in more than one of their let- 
teis, that the trade in fait and beetle- 
nut fliall not be carried on to the preju- 
'dice of the' revenues of the country go- 
'vernfiierit. •' Arid yourfelves, gentlemen, 
in yoUr letter of thehyth'of November, 
■frarifniitted me a liff'of the-fhabbUrider 
^ ; ■ duties 



duties, ufually paid by. the gentlemen at 
Luckypoor, upon fait and ; tobacco,' in 
order to alTift me in finally fettling thbfe 
matters with, the Nabob upon a folid 
plan. Can that plan be folid where no- 
thing is fixed? And where the Englifli 
gomaftalis fiiall be under no controiil, 
but regarding themfclvcs far above the 
magiftrates . of the country where they 
refidc^ take upon them to decide. not 
only their own difputcs with the mer- 
chants and inhabitants, but thofe alfo of 
one merchant and inhabitant with ano|- 
thcr ? Or is it poflible, the government 
can colledl their due revenues in fuch 
circumflances ? 

The .plan for carrying on the private 
inland trade, contained in my letter to 
the Nabob, is the fame in fubflance, as 
the articles which,, in my joint letter with 
Mr. Haftings of the i 5tli of December, 
we mention to have propofed tO' the 
Nabob. . It is fuch apian, as feeraed to 
me to be mofl; conformable to the Com- 
pany’s intentions in refpedt to that trade, 
rnofi: confiftent.with the ngbts and true 
-.1.,.,,: ' ■ ■ interefls 
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intcfcils 6f tlieir fervants here, and witli 
common reafon aiid equity. And I ctdl 
•on you gentlemen, in tlic iirfl place, to 
prove, that / have ajjumed d rights id 
■^iohich I was no ways aufhorhed •, that 
the regulations propofed are dlponorahh 
fo you as RngUpmen, and tend to the ruin 
of all publick and private trade ; which 
are the terms in which you have been 
pleafcd to exprefs 3 "onr opinion : and in 
the fccond place, to form a plan youf- 
•felvcs, v/hich (hall he more conforma- 
ble to the good purpofes beforemen tidh- 
cd i and with regard to which, I am 
-perfuaded diir honorable maflcrs will hot 
give the fanflion of their approbation to 
this new trade* 

^ ' FOit M fuch a plan, gentlemen, and I 
will fubferibe to it with pleafure, and 
■engage the Nabob lhall do the fame. 

■ - For my own part, I think that the 
•honor and dignity of our ndtion would 
be 'better maintained, by”a fcrupiilous 
‘and careful reflraiht of the dufluck,' than 
by extending it beyond it's ufual bourids; 
■and by putting oiirgomaftahs uiidcr fonie 

’ checks. 
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checks, than by fufFering them-to,-exer- 
cife an- authority in thh ' Cduntry, every, 
one' according to the- means-.'put into. his 
hands, and thereby bringing an odium, 
upon the name of the. Englifli, by re- 
peated violences done to the inhabitants. r 
( ,The :,Dacca gentlemen^ dn their leP^ 
ter of the loth, reprefent, ; that they 
fhall fuffer greatly . if fuch regulations 
take place. It is . not as. :to .^the^ duty . 
they complain, but' the.' being obliged 
to .apply 'to the Nabob’s officers for ;duf- 
flicks, and , having their .rgomaftahs^ on 
fervants fubjeded , to the jurifdidion ><p£ . 
the ' zemindars, and ■ their ■ xucherreesi. 
The gentlemen at . Calcutta have never, 
found any difficulty in getting the ^Hoog-:; 
ly:;duftuck for their fait to;, go ■ up. ■ thh 
country j nor have we ever .thought, it 
either inconvenient or diffionorable, 'to 
apply for it to the officers of the govern-'^ 
mentw ' This is the only article we deal 
in here, that falls under the defcription 
of The inland trade. The Dacca gen- 
tlemen either do not or will not under- 
ftahd’that defcriptionj whentheyfay, th? 
'iO ■ ; . . chief 
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cljief- ‘is< enjoiited';_ '( by {the Gove mods -let--'- 
ter- to the' "Nabob j- not to- give- a duf- 
tuck for any. . article ' that 'is' the . .pro-', 
diice' of Bengal,' and: 'to pay a. duty of 
nhie per 'centi to the Nabob on every 
nierchajidii-e ' not brought^^ in or fent by 
fea: The diflindlion mentioned in my 
letter to the Nabob is, that all goods* 
imported or for exportation by fhippilig, 
fjiall go as ufual with the Company’s 
duftiick, and be fubjedt to no kind -of 
dernands j" and all goods, the produce 
of this 'country, for inland trade, fliall 
pay dutie^' to the country gOvernmenty 
and go with their duftuck; ■. Nov/ thb 
principal articles of this inland trade are^' 
as.-I have mentioned in all my letters to 
the Board, fait, beetle-nut, and tobacco,' 
produced and bought in one part of this 
country, and fent to other parts of , the 
fame country for fale and confumption * 
-articles which, before the troubles*;- we 
were -forbid .to trade in j, but which .our 
■ influence-, fince has enabled us to deal in>, 
although withmany objedtions frona.the 
country government, and frequent cpmS 
plaints from the epuntry merchants, who 

ufed 
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iifcd to live by , that trade. ■ However, 
it has, never been regarded as a part, of 
our firmaun privilege, and we have been 
contented to carry it on with the diijflnck 
of the' country government, and paying 
their duties. The prefent regulation is 
intended only to give us a confirmed 
right to a benefit heretofore always dif- 
puted, and upon terms, which feem to 
me very reafonable. 

. Now as to the gomallahs, it is pro- 
pofed in my letter to the Nabob, that 
orders fliall be given to forbid them, in- 
juring the country people and inhabi- 
tants, or protecting the dependents and 
fervants of the fircar, tliat in cafe of their 
having a difpute with, or complaint a- 
gainft any merchant or inhabitant of 
the country, they fliall layTuch difpute 
or complaint before the officer of the 
government, • to be- determined in the 
proper courfe of the jurifdiCtioii of the 
country ) and, in like manner, if any 
one fliould have a difpute with, or com- 
plaint againft -the gomaflah, the gomaf- 
tah fliall appear before the officer of the 
government, to have it fettled; In both 

cafes 
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cafes if the gomaflah' thinks himfelf agJ 
grieved by the decifion, he ■ may appeal 
to his employer, and he tG the Governor 
at Calcutta. ' 

Nothing here is meant to afFeft, nor 
can affedt our rights over the weavers, 
who receive advances for the Company’s 
cloths, and who have nothing to do 
with rents or employments, under the 
country government, are not uhderftood 
to be their dependents or fervants, and 
therefore may and ought to be protedted 
againft any unjuft demands of the go- 
vernment’s officers, at the difcretion of 
the chief of the fadtory to which they 
belong. But it is not to thefe gomaftahs 
fp many adts of pppreffion are charged, 
their bufmefs is plain and fimple, they 
have only to make, the ufual advances to 
the weavers, and fee that they perform 
their contradts j and being immediately 
under the eye of one or other of the fac- 
tories, they cannot be guilty of great extra- 
vagancies. The complaints come from the 
diflant corners of the province, asRurige- 
poor, Poorneeaj Dinagepoor, Rangamet- 
VoL. II. ■ R tee. 
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tee,Gwalpaf ah, Siihetj Eack^rgunge,-&Cv 
where, - if thofe 'complaints are triiei the 
Englifh gomaftahs being under ’no con- ~ 
troul of their mafters, delpife and ill 
treat the officers of the government,- fet 
themfelves up forjudges and magiftrates, 
hear dilputes 'between • the inhabitants^ 
’and extort fines, force the nierchants -f6 
huy -their goods, at ‘more than the market 
•price, - and to fell what they require -aS 
•much’ below it. The complaints I liaVe 
•received of this fort are innumefable:''--! 
havedone myutmofi: to find out the truth,, 
and get- redrefs •and put an end to themi 
by forwarding copies , to the chief of the 
factory, nearefi; the place where the caufe 
of 'Complaint has arifen, and defiring'him 
to enquire into it ; but for the moft part 
i have had no other fatisfaftion than the 
gornaftahs flat denial of the.fa<fi. - -The 
places being very diftant, a proper exa- 
mination of witnefies is almoft- impofh- 
ble, either before this Board,- or any of 
the fubordinates ; -ho-\’i^ 'then ' are -fuch 
difputes to be fettled, or the truth difco- 
vered ? I am far from faying, that the 

- ■• method 
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method r;I have i propofed ; is - free; frpin 
pbjedion,-,becaufe I„ ,am,.yeiy: femlt:)Ie> 
many. of ^ the. officers of the, government 
:Xvill not.,, execute their authority impar- 
tially, and many .will gladly take every 
opportunity .of obftruding our gornaf- 
tahs, and, particularly in this new com- 
merce j but I cannot think of a better 
plan, .and, it. is certainly more agreeable 
to reafon, and the pra6tice of all. nar 
tions, that the , jurifdidtion ffiould be. in 
the hands of the proper officers of the 
government, -tlian , pur agents and go- 
maftahsj ;,who are , permitted to refide 
there only as trading fadtors, and where, 
neither the law of our country, nor the 
powers intrufted to us by the Company, 
give us any judicial authority. 

I WISH, gentlemen, you may form a 
.better plan, lince you do not approve 
of' mine ; but if it ffiould appear, that 
thisi trade cannot be carried on without 
invefting our gomaftahs with an .armed 
force, .and^ ’authority to exercife that 
force over the inhabitants, at their dif- 
cretion^ I ..<think.it ffiould be forbid; 

i;--,: R 2 and 
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and .we .content , ourfelves ,^yith .earning- 
our trade, as , far as the . Company carry 
. theirs j and fo far we fliall be fure of 
the protedtion of their force, under the 
diredtion of one or other of the fadlo- 
ries, who will be anfwerable to the 
Board for the ufe they make of it, which 
the gomaftahs are notj and therefore 
:-fuch an authority fliould not be trufted 
in their hands. . - ■ 

■ Messieurs Johnftone and Hay com- 
plain, th'at I fent a perfon to inquire 
into the truth of the complaints, againft 
the Englifli gomaftahs in the countiy, 
and they dignify a poor Banyan, with' 
the title of inquifitor. My letter to 
thofe gentlemen from Mongheer, will 
fhew the only authority with which that 
oerfon was invefted, and as - they have 
not laid before you a copy of that - letter 

I have 

Copy of Mr. Vanfittart’fZf/nr fa M/. Johnftone, 
Hav cr.i Bolts. Dated Mongheer, ..December ( 
15, 1762. 

GEKTLEMnS', 

I have received your favor of the 3d inftant, with 
an extract of Mr. Robinfon’s Letter i • a copy of one 

written 



I liave'fubjoined it hereunto under No. 1. 
as it is at lead as -material as fome of 
tliofe pieces they refer to. As foon as 
this inquihtor returns, his report tliall 
R 3 be 

written to him by the Rangamcttce fougedar, and 
of an order of mine to Gongaram Metre. 

I liave always paid cuftoms upon my private in- 
land trade; that is, the trade from place to. place 
in the country, in commodities produced in the 
country, as fait, &c. and I have underftqod it to 
.be generally admitted, that we ought to pay cuf- 
,toms, like other merchants, upon fuch private trade, 
and that all have done it, who had a fliare in it, 
which you knotv are but few, and that but lately. 
-If the fougedar of Rangamcttcc dcmandcd only fuch 
cuftomary duties (and his letter implies nothing 
. .more) he is certainly not to blame, as he had orders 
from the Nabob fo to do, and it is what I think the 
Nabob has a right to infift on ; but it is abfolutely 
. necclTary thofe duties fhould be fixed, and publicly 
known to every body, and that they fhould be col- 
lected at once, at the place of purchafe; which 
arc points 1 am endeavoring to get fettled ; and I 
fliall be obliged to you, if you will write to Mr. 

- Ro.binfon for a lift of the duties demanded by the 
fougedar. 

Very certain it is, that many Englifh agents and 
gomaftah's, 'and particularly thofc’ belonging to the 
Dacca gentlemen, have pradlifed a method of ,.car- 

rjdng 
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be ik'id' ' bdfol'd ';^Qii 'as eVery 
can take' ' foi: the , reii/efS' of We^ irillabi- 
tJints of the couhtty,' is cohiplaihecl of ' as 
ah' ehcfoachmenf lipoii tile privileges of 

‘ 'the 


:^i^g on bufinefs, called in this countty Barja and 
Kichavut j that is, forcing the merchants and fhop- 
kecperS ■ to take their goods at thirty, forty orrfif- 
typef cent, above the market price^The complaints 
■I had of this,- arid 6ther oppreffiohs ';pra£tifed by 
Mr." Chevalier, and' the gomaftahs employed under 
his direftionj were without -number j when-I . defin- 
ed of fMr. Cartier to redrefs thofc'grievahcespI'Vas 
Jutei/tb -receive from him- in anfwer ta'.'ietter.from 
-Mr, Chevalier, -denying all the fails, an'd''fo' the 
entjuiry flopped, hut the complaints were'reriewed 
with' freili inflarices ; I therefore feht ■’two'^aUiriilSj 
-about fix or feven months- ago,’ to" enquire on -the 
■fpot, whether fuch prailiccs and vexations exifled 
or not; if they did, to warn thofe concerned 'in. 
theta ' from me, that they fliould be puriifhed, if 
they did not'defifl ; and 'if that -warning' prov'ed'-'in-- 
cffeilualj' as' I fufpeilcd'it would,. tO’ return, to we,. 
'with an account of What they;faw anddieard;" This 
"their' cotamiflion is plainly exprefled, both in Pcrfian 
’ 'and Englifli, in the yiftruilions which Gongaram 
'Metre produced to Mr. Robinfon; and therefore T 
am Surprized,' how thrit' gentleman can' apprehend, 
that his coming can obflruil his juft dealings.' If 
Mr. Robinfon'prailices tlie unjuft methods before- 

mentioned,. 
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the.Englifli, and alfo proves ineffedlualj 
I dial],: for the future, lay all fuch peti- 
tions ;frpin the inhabitants before, the 
Board, hoping, that by your rqfolutions, 
fomc elfedlual method will be provided 
for reflraining the excelTes of the go- 
R 4 maftahs. 

mentioned, I wifli I could by this, or any other 
means, ohftrudl him ; but this, from the good-cha- 
ra£tcr I have always heard of him, I cannot fuff 
pc£f. I will not fay that Gongaram Metre, or the 
other, whofc name is Ram Govend, have not ex- 
ceeded their commiHion ; it is likely enough they 
may, as the people of this country arc very apt to 
do ; but if they- have, Mr. Robinfon fhould have 
mentioned the inftanccs. I have, however, iprder- 
cd them both. to return, :as they have had time, e- 
nough to inform thcmfelvcs, . whether the com- 
plaints I received from the zemindars, &c. .were 
well grounded or not. 

I. 1 fend you inclofed, an order from the Nabob to 
the Rangamettee fougedar, enjoining him on no ac- 
count, to obftruft the trade of any Englilh gomaf- 
, tah, to demand no more than the ufual cuftoms, and 
(that only upon the inland trade from place to, place 
,in the country; but fori.the trade to and from 
iCalcutta, and all, foreign parts,, on -no account to 
require. any duties,, from thofc, who have the Com- 
pany’s duftuck. , ; ; , 

■ ,, , ,I,,am, l&c. - 
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inaftahs. The.:mpfl: material : of . ;thoi^ 
that .have . .lately ,been ; rpreferi ted to me, ; 
are hereunto annexed -from .No;- II. to.; 
N.o* XL and I think the putting a Hop 
to, any abufes that may be pradifed under*-' 
the authority, of the Engliili fag, -is an., 
attentioh fo worthy of this government," 
that one or more members of the Board, 
or.ifome of the fenior fervants, iliould 
be fent .to inform themfelves, upon the ' 
fpot, hp^y far .the complaints .are true, . 
and rnake their report to. the Board. , . . . ; ■ 
Messieurs Tohnllone and Hay .af-- 
fert, . that the. Nabob’s ordering the Ran 7 . 
gamettee fougedar, to receive, the ufual : 
duties on goods for, inland trade, is .con-’; 
trary to the articles, of our treaty with 
the Nabob, and reduces us again.;;: to;;, 
thofe privileges we enjoyed*, before .thci-; 
tinie of Meer' Jaffie'r. . • ^ ; r.- 

. I HAVE referred .niore than, once to;' 
the treaty w:ith the Nabob;. Jaffier, .Allee , 
Cawh, and do, not find that it , grants, us -, 
-any new privileges of .trade.^ ,and Colonel 
Clive, wlio certainly underfi;ood,,th»t 

- ‘■js. ’i ■ ' ' 

treaty as well ,as an.y one,. lieyer would . 

' r 
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grant;a dufluck for fait,’ or any other ar- ' 
tide of trade, ' Avhidi had not ‘ ilfually 
been granted by former governors. ' ' 

• . Messieurs Johnftone and Hay in- 
finuate throughout their letter, in terms 
not to be mifunderJflood, that my rea.fon; 
for wifliing to reftrain other geiitlemehs 
gomaftahs is, that my own may. have 
die more power, and procure for me the 
greater profit. Although I am fatisfiedj' 
that fuch infinuations would obtain lit- 
tle credit,’ yet it may not be improper 
to' produce foriie inflances, that I fuffer 
equally with others, when any obftruc-; ' 
tidns do'happen in our trade; and that; 
I am the firlf to pradlice upon rny owii 
concerns, the reftraiht which I think 
fiiould ' be laid upon our gomaftahs in 
general. For' tlic firft I appeal to Mr. 
Amvatt, whether a number of boats of 
fait, belonging to nie, were not ftbpped. 
at Cutwa by the - colledtor of thaf gaut, 
at the fame time with others, and de- 
tdined as long ? And for the laft, -t refer 
you’to -niy orders of die '17th of De- 
cember, and' roth of' January, ‘to Mr. 

Moore, 
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Moored ,my agent at . Ruiigepoor^.^d,: 
Mr. Baillieiat Rangamettee.^ .of. whichy 
copies .' are hereunto : annexed, ■ No.: xz 
and .1.3'. . ■ 

, . A s you have been pleafed to give .it a^. 
your . .opinion, that MefT. Johnftone/ 
Hay.and- ,Bolts did properly, in .writing, 
a, letter, to Sheer Allee, . the fougcdar of 
Poorneea, iri their own name, inftead 
of . applying to the Prefident ^ .of courfe,; 
every, other merchant, will take the fame 
authority. - I , am by no means forry to 
be relieved' from the . trouble of fuchap-4 
plications;, yet I think it my duty to 
give it as my opinion, that this . entire 
levelling and equality will not be for 
the; good .of the Company’s affairs, . nor 
the benefit of the fociety, and therefore 
to. declare my difapprobation; i 
'i O.N'e’ reafon Meff. Johnftone and Hay ' 
give for.w/riting this letter deferves -to 
be , ; taken, notice of, ‘ an univillingnefs . in 
the ^ Prejident to ■ believe complaints of. this 
nature. l irequefi: the . Board .will call on ^ 
them,: ■ to ' produce any mnd inftarice, 
where! have either refufed or delayed 

to 



to-'give' theni/i^r^ ally ^'Other merchant^, 
every affiftance ' they have a/ked ' of rhe 
iii-the carrying- dft their private bufinefs,- 
arid obtaining redrefs for their grievances* - 
In thort^ gentlemen, their letter- through- 
out is fo- injurious to me as a gentleman^, 
fo fay'iiothing of my-ftation, that I fhould 
apply to you for jufticeagainft them/ did 
I^h'Ot ^perceive, that inftead of fhewing 
your difpleafure at fuch behavior, you 
have thought proper to give it the fanc- 
tion of your'approbation. I refer there^ 
fore tothe-HoiiOrablethe Court of Direc- 
tors , w-ho I am perfuaded will ' do iiie 

more jufcice.- - • , 

shall be glad to fee the num‘^ 
her of members at the Board ificreafed> 
and with It- could always be kept fo : 
but if I had propofed to fend for parti- 
Gularcmenibers from the fubordinates, to 
give: their opinion on a particular tub- 
jedt,' I'tliould turely have been accuied 
of an intention to make a maiority to 
carry’ a particular point j and it h a pre- 
cedent, which may at fome time be ap-^ 

- : -plied 



pli'ed -to ' thdt' purpofe/" 
think a bad one. 



, A s .to. the major:,, he is to be a mem- 
ber of the Board, according to our Hor 
■liorable Mafters directions, when.miU- 
tary affaip only are under debate.- • Hb.w 
the regulation of a method for carrying 
on pur trade ini fait, beetle-nutj. and r.p-, 
bacco, can be brought under that title, 
-I cannot conceive .j nor; how he. can be 
fupppfed to be a judge of fuch a ,fub- 
jeCt j yet, if you conceive his adyice can 
be of ufe, I am far from objecting. to 
his being prefent. The matter in. ques- 
tion is not with me a point of cpntefl: 
or party j I with only to fee fuch rules 
laid down, that the Nabob and we may 
know our proper limits, and prevent pur 
fervants from tranlgreffing them, •which 
will require time and patience, and 
much care and attention. The beft 
laws \yill fometimes be tranfgrelTed j but 
the inconveniences which arife from fuch 
tranfgreffions, ought not to be objefted 
.againft the laws themfelves, but againft 
the .tranlgrelTors, who can only be re- 
trained 
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ilrained by tlie. conftant.care .of, the gor 
vernment.” ■ . 


I WAS much difpleafed ^yith the Na- 
bob, for his tagernefs in making hfe of 
my letter as a final agreement j and for 
the ill judged power, which he had fo' 
■Tuddenly put into the hands of - his offi- 
cers before my arrival in Calcutta^ or 
ahy'corfefpondent orders could be fent 
oh our part. However, .in my letters 
' to him, I endeavored to remove the ar 
^larm given him by the extraordinary apj- 
peamnces in Calcutta ; and to perffiade 
him to avoid furniffiihg, by any adf of 
retaliation or refcntment, an dccafion for 


open hoftiiities ’againfl him. Unhappily 
the jealbufies had arifen to fo great a 
height, that thefe palliatives had no 
Ibnger their effecl ; and from this period, 
J had not only to contend with the vio- 
lence of the gentlemen, who had' now 
the rule of our 'affinrs, but the confirm- 


■'c'd diftnift md rage of the Nabob.' Ac- 
cordingly I ihall. have little.to ho in the 
feqiiei of this Narrative, 'tiit to ffiew 'by 

' ■' ' extra^s 
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, extra<5t:s from the confultations, the Heps 
by, .which, the breach was gradually, wi- 
dened, and' a daily encreafe; of authority 
tlirown into the hands of the fubordi- 
nate fadtories-; until> at length, . Mr. El- 
lis thought himfelf fufficiently empow- 
ered to begin tlie war, with the attack 
of the city of Patna. , ■ : y,- 

,'.jThe views' of the violent partydn 
Calcutta, were but too well fecorided 

A 

by, many of the Nabob’s oflicers/- who 
were for paffing at once from one:.exr 
tireme to the other. Haying- heen Jong 
under the yoke of our gomaftahs, ithey 
no. fooner had a prolpedt of being freed 
from it, than they in their turn woiild 
rule delpotically, and ufe- their authority 
to unlawful purpofes. This gave . our 
fubordinate fadlories daily opportunity - 
of making frefli complaints to the Board 
of the interruption ..of their bufinefs / 
which was always done with fuch ex- 
aggerations, as ferved to increafe the 
flame. It was, pretended our weavers' 
could, not be protedted, becaufe.I had 
forbid the, protedting dependents of the. 

country 
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couatrir government; ■ The • dependiertts 
of the countT}^ ' government ' arc' plainly 
tthofe -who hold offices, trufts,- or rents 
wilder tlie government 5 and there is ah 
fiiiabliflied’ diftindtion between ‘themi 
and the weavers, who are regarded as 
dependents of the merchants who em- 
ploy them 3 and this is a diftindtioh 
well known to all, but thofe who thro’ 
paffion would not know it. I dehred 
this might be explained to the fubordi- 
nate fadories ; and^as the Board had re- 
solved that they would not confirm' the 
regulations I had propofed, I kept in my 
hands the Nabob’s orders for their efta- 
hlilliment, ■ and did not forward them’’ to 
the oflicers of die government; and di- 
reftions were Sent to the fubordinate fac- 
tories; ' to carry on their private trade 'as 
before, until the general Council fhould 
have afiembled, and fixed upon • fuch 
vules, as to tliem iliould feem moft - pro- 
sper. I wrote at the fame time -to die 
Nabob, that other regulations would 
fooh be 'iiiade 'by the Couneii 3- and'dC- 
firbd he -w^ould fend, orders to "his offi-- 
' cers, 
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cers, to reftrain them ■ from exercifing 
any afts of violence or injuftice towards 
the Englifh agents and gomaftahs. The 
following is a copy of the order fent to 
the fadories the'id: of February, in con- 
fequence of thefe refolutions. ‘ ; 

Copy of: a Letter from the Governor, and 
Council to the . Chief and Coimcil at 
Dacca. February i, .1763. .. 

TN our letter of the 17th, we di- 
redted you to fulpend paying any 
regard to the orders, which the Nabob 
had fent to your fa dory. ■ '■ ■ 

We are now to acquaint you, that 
neither the Nabob, nor the Prelideht, 
ever underftood any delolls or weavers, 
employed by the Company, or the Ehg- 
lifli gomaftahs, to be the dependents of 
the fircar. You are, therefore, to afford 
them the fame protedion, and maintain 
the fame authority over them, as you 
have done formerly ; and you will con- 
tinue to carry on- your bufincfs as be- 
fore, until you receive regulations from 
the Board, taking ahvays the greatefl 

care 
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care to prevent your agents from injur- 
ing or oppreffing the country people. 

These orders being given, we wait- 
ed for the arrival of the members of 
the Board, who had been fent for from 
the [fubordinate fadlories y and nothing 
remarkable occurs till they alTemblcd 
(the 15th) except a minute, delivered 
in by Mr. Amyatt the 3d, intended to 
prove, in contradidlion to my arguments 
of the I ft, that I had aded without au- 
thority from the Board. Hov/ far this 
purpofe was -anfwered, I leave others to 
judgejfrom .the minute itfelf, which fol- 
lows. . ■ . . 

“ In confequence of my having prefi- 
ded.at the Board, during the ab fence of 
Mr. Vanfittart, I lhall now take the li7 
berty to reply in part to the minute, 
which he laid before the Council on the 
I, ft inftant. 

■ *-The fame letter was wrote to Luckypoor.. 

VoL. II. ' ' S 


First, 
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i! 'F irst, as, ‘to the fubjc6t- of the let- 
ter to the Nabob, in . rcfpedl to the 
tranfadions therein contained, I jQiall 

* I 

leave it to be debated and determined, 
at the full Board, when the reft of the 
members arrive j and when I make not 
the leaft doubt, having received the afiif- 
tance of their deliberations, but we 
fliall be able to form a fet of regulations 
equally equitable with the President’s, 
and! every way as conducive to the in- 
terefts .of the country government, and 
our own 5 and I trnft, of a much, great- 
er tendency to prevent future jealouhes 
arid animofities between us, of which 
the claufe for fubjeding us fo thorough- 
ly to their judicature, muft have prov- 
ed' an incxhauftible fource. • 

' ■ V/ H A T I have therefore chiefly to 
point out is, that the Prefldent, in this , 
tranfadion, has aded without a proper 
authority. It was but lafl: council-day, 
gentlemen, that all the proceedings in 
this affair were read at our Board 1 arid 
although I gave the greatefl; attention to 
the perufal, I could no where -difdnguifli, 

that 
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ihnt V.T vtdcd the Prcfuicnt with the 
pov.'cr,^ he pretends ; nny, I obrerve, 
that lie hinircH can only pick out one 
idinifc to nnfwcr his jmrpofc, from per- 
vertin”: even the literr.l fcnle of wliich, 
and entirely the well-known meaning of 
the Board, he draws a faiK^iori of ours 
for what he has done. 

Right forry am I to find, that rc- 
courfe is had to playing upon words j 
bccaufc I think it is a cuuom wliich 
ought to he utterly excluded in matters 
fo icrious as generally prove the bufincfs 
of this Board j and orders from them, 
which arc not explicit, fliould rather be 
fcrupuloufly followed, than taken in a 
vague and unlimited fenfe. It is necd- 
lefs to enlarge much more on tlic fub- 
jcdl. Our refolulions, on receipt of the 
articles from the Prcfuicnt and Mi*. 
Haflings, which we then undcr/lood to 
he -only propofed, plainly dcmonflratc, 
that we never gave or intended to give 
them power to conclude thefe or any 
others of courfc the Prelidcnt’s doing it 
was an authority aflumed. But if he 

S 2 could 
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could fo v/cll underftand, or I fliould nir 
ther fay mifundcrlland, the , meaning of 
the Board in the above particular, and 
a£t in .confequence j how happens it, I 
fliould be glad to know, that, their di- 
redlions, and carncft recommendations 
for procuring reftitution for the late Ioffes 
of any individuals, were not paid an equal 
regard to ? 

Next, with rcfpedt to the letter de- 
livered in by Mef. Johnftone and Hay, 
which I always held as a mere feconda- 
ry matter, but which I find the Prefi- 
dent has expatiated upon very largely ^ 
I muft, in the name of the Board, deny, 
that it met from them the .approbation 
lyhich he alledges, their minute, of which 
Ithinkthefenfe cannot well be perverted, 
ferving no further than to exprefs their 
opinion, ,.that the apology of thofe>gen- 
tlemen was, for the tranfadlion in quefr 
tion, to them fatisfadtory, . Although I 
cannot implicitly. agree with .the Prefi- 
dentj.that the faid letter is filled, with 
unjuft and indecent refle,dionsj yet, I 
concur, entirely, that pur.. Honorable 

Mafters. 
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Mafters 'iliould become the judges of 
tliis, as of all our other proceedings. , 

I REMAIN ftill of opinion, that the 
major ought to be prefent at the Board 
for as I efteem found reafon and know- 
ledge of the policy of the countiy to be 
greater requifites for executing the bu/i- 
iiefs in hand, than an acquaintance in 
the articles of the trade itfelf, I think his 
opinion and advice may be of equal 
weight and utility with any other mem- 
ber of the Board. Thefe added to what 
{lands minuted on the confultalions of 
the lyfn, are my reafons for defiring the 
major’s jDrefence ; for I aflure you, gen- 
tlemen, I wifli not more than the Pre- 
fident, that the matter in quefiion fiiould 
become a point of conteil or party.” 

' My anfwer to this minute was given 
in the 15th of February, when all the 
members of the Board met, and of 
Courfe it will appear in the fcquel. 

^ The general Council, which afiembled 
the 15 th of Fcbruar}?-, confifted of the 
following members. The Prefident, 

S 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Amyatt,- Mr. Batfon (chief of Cdf- 
fiftihuzar) Mr. -Billers (chief of 'Lucky- 
poor) Mr.: Cartier (chief of Dacca) Mr. 
Haftitigs, Mr'.’ Johiifto'ne (chief of Burd- 
wan)' Mr. Hay, Mr. Marriott, arid Mt. 
"Watts. ' Their bufinefs, or -at lead; the 
fird;’ bufinefs, was to fettle a plari for 
carrying on their private trade : it mud: 
thertfore' appear ftrange, that the, Coun- 
cil flibuld be opened by a inotion from 
Mr. Amyatt, that major Carnac fhould 
be fummoned to fit as a member of this 
Council; - It has been already mention- 
ed, that the major was, by the Com- 
pany’s appointment to be a member of 
the 'Board,' wheri "military affairs only 
were under debate; arid I ' think that 
neither would Mr. Ariiyatt, arid ' the 
red: of the Council, have impofed upon 
him a trouble fo foreign to his ftafioii, 
neither would he have confented to'in- 
terferei if they had not foirie particular 
point to carry. I differited as before 
from this motion, and fo did Mr. Haf- 
tings, and Mr. Watts. The red; of the 
R:cntlemen refolved,- ' that he dlould be 

called. 
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cdled, and he 1 was fummoned ' accord-, 
ingly. As it was thus determined, that 
major Carnac fliould ht as a member of 
tlic Board, I thought that the command- 
ing officer major Adams, ffiould ft al- 
fo, as it was cuftomary upon all occa- 
cafions to fummon both, when it was 
neceffiuy to fummon either. , 

. Accordingly the two field officers 
took their feat at the. Council, which 
then conliiled of twelve j and Mr. A- 
myatt began, by laying before them the 
occafion of their meeting in the follow- 
ing minute. . 

As the full Board are now afiem- 
bled, I think it is in fome meafure in- 
cumbent on me, to inform the mem- 
bers lately arrived, with the occafion of our 
having fummoned them to the Prefi- 
dency. . , ■ 

. You. may remember, gentlemen, that 
about fix months ago, our trade insCr 
'very part of the country , met with great 
interruptions ; and which from that time 
continued fo much. increafing,.. that r in 
S 4 the 
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the. month of Oftobef a- conference with 
the .Nabob was deemed' abfolutely . ne-- 
ccffary, . to enquire, in to the caufe, and 
remove, them. The Preiident 'accor-. 
dhigly, being about to pay awilit to, the 
Nabob at Mongheer, undertook to fetr 
tie, this amongft other bufinefs. To af- 
fift him ill fp doing, we furniflied him 
with copies of all the complaints which 
had been made ,* and continued to.tranf- 
mit him copies of all others which came 
before the Board j , with earned recom- 
mendations to obtain fatisfadion for the 
lolTes which thofe delays had occafion- 
cd,; and endeavor to adjuft matters^ fo as 
to .prevent any fuch from happening in 
:future. 

. .From, thefe indrudions, .and .- the 
.good difpofition the Prefident feemed.to. 
-be, in,, we naturally hoped, for; the bed 
of confequencesi an uninterrupted free- 
^dom ,to pur jud trade,, and an entire re- 
rnoyal jof the groundlefs -jealoufies and 
didi;uds, . which dill fublided in a high 
. degree., on the* part, of, the country go- 
.-yernm.ent,,- and .gave us jud. gro.unds..to 
u'.r;. •- apprehend 
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tjpprdicnd , tlint the Nflbolnv:intcd tobrcak 
witii us. Had our expedations been an- 
fwered, a general harmony mufl have 
reigned at our Board, and which I do 
afTurc you, gentlemen, I have long wifli- 
cd to fee. 

It was therefore with much furprizc, 
that the members of t-ic Board, the be- 
ginning of lafl; month, received advice 
from Dacca, of the Kahob’s having font 
a fet of regulations to that fiilory for 
the government of their trade, and en- 
joined tlicm to the fri civil: obedience, 
with tlie fevereft threats. Part of thefe 
regulations we had before received in a 
joint letter from the Prefident and Mr. 
Hallings at Monghcer, but conceived 
them, as they expreded it, to be only a 
plan propofed. Vve wrote an anfwer ac- 
cordingly, dated December 27, to which 
I refer you. Tlic above letter from Dac- 
ca, hov/cver, having convinced us, that 
the Prefident, either from mifundcr- 
flanding the: orders of the Board,’ or too 
far extending their meaning, had, on the 
• part' of our government, granted his 
. ' fandlion 
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fandtion and' ratification not only to thefe/ 
but- feveral other important, articles, en-; 
tirely without the advice of his .council. 
We thought it necelTary to fiimmon 
your prefence to the Board, to confi- 
der of this mattery as well relpedting the 
regularity of the tranfadlion, as the pur- 
port ofithe regulations tliemfelves, which; 
in our opinion, are far from hav- 
ing’, a tendency towards anfwering the 
good purpofe necelTary or wiflied for. • • 
.•;'I THEREFORE fubmit to your confi- 
deration the feveral papers ; relative to 
this bufinefs, moft of which you will be 
diredled to in our confultation of the iH 
inftantT and I eameftly defire yoiir aflif- 
tance for bringing to a fpeedy determi- 
nation, a point fo efientially necefiary 
to the freedom of our Honorable Maf- 
ters bufinefs, and all private trade. ■ 

. - There alfo lays a complaint from 
the gentlemen at. Patna, of the Nabob’s 
having fhut up the Burbunna gate, and 
cut off the immediate communication 
between the city and the fadlory ; and 
in which point it Teems the Prefident 
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then on the fpot alfo concurred, con- 
trary to the lenfc of the Board laft year, 
and wliich, for the honor of the fadlo'- 
ry, and the influence fuch a conccflioii 
inufl: Iiavc on the minds of every man in 
the country to our prejudice, ought to 
have met his flrcnuous oppofltion. Tliis 
is a circumilancq which mufl; come be- 
fore us in tlic courfeof our deliberations; 
and I only mention it lierc with a view to 
dirc(n; you to a pcruflil of tlie Patna let- 
ter, bccaufc it doth not appear on the 
above-mentioned confultations of the ifl; 
indant. 

The confidcration of this affair will 
naturally lead us to compare the fenfe, 
Ipirit and tendency of the treaty now 
in quefl-ion, with thofe made with Scra- 
jah Dowla, and confirmed by Mcer Jaf- 
ficr Cawm, See. wherein the nnqueflion- 
cd authority and validity of the duflaick 
is fo cxprcfllly cflabliflicd, unclogged 
with any diflrindlions as to the goods for 
vdiich it may be granted. 

I HAVE further to obferve to you, 
gentlemen, a circumflancc on fuch an 

occafion 



occ^ijioii riot liiiworthy of your attention. 
The fiinnudsi' by which' we hold' our 
late acquifitibns, are only turicaws, br 
an affignment of thefe provinces, to- 
wards the defraying the expences of a 
certain body of troops, to be kept up 
for the affiftance of the Nabob. In the 
prefent temper of the Nabob, this, fp 
weak a title, can hardly fail of proving 
a'frefli fpurce of dilpute. He already 
fliews a total dilinclination for the ufe of 
our troops i and may, whenever he thinks 
himfelf in a condition to call our right in 
queftion, tell us, that he has no ■ longer 
occafion for them, and tlierefore will witli-’ 
draw that , revenue. To prevent, ,fucli 
pleas on the part of the fubah, and to .ef- 
tablifli our right to thefe lands, as to jag- 
heers, by the fulleft and moll authen- 
tic funnuds, and fuch that hereafter niay 
be ever indifputable, lliould other Euro,- 
pean nations, come to take part in the af- 
fairs of Bengal, feems a point extreme- 
ly requilite to be now confidered. The 
Company, for want of this' matter be- 
ing, clearly explained,, moll . probably. 

' , . ' ' fuppofe,'- 
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fuppofc, tliat the prefent funnuds are of 
tJic moil: cxtenfivc and indifputablckind; 
whereas in faeft our force, more than ti- 
tle can I'upport us in the pohcflion of 
them. 

I n A V E the iitmoft confidence, gen- 
tlemen, that the rcfult of your delibe- 
rations will be fuch, as to convince our 
Honorable Mailers, that you arc inca- 
pable of being influenced by the fpirit 
of party, or any mercenary motives ; 
and that your only views arc the prefer- 
vation of their , honor and intcrcfl, and 
the maintenance of their jufl rights and 
privileges.” 

Whoever 

The nature of the grants by which the Com- 
pany poflefs thofc lands, is of very little moment. 
It is by the treaty with the Nabob they are ceded, 
and as long as that treaty of fricndfliip and alliance 
fiibfjfts, he cannot difputc their right. If a breach 
of that fricndfliip happens, and a war breaks out, 
he will difpyflefs us, if he is able, and that he 
would, if we had the king’s firmaiin. Therefore 
the form of the grant is of no confcqucnce, and 
this will hereafter be found to be the opinion of all 
the Council, when they entered into a new treaty 
with Mcef Jafiier ; at which time, none of them 
thought there was any ncccffity for demanding jag- 
hccrcc funnuds. 
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■ Whoever has read the ibrmer part 
of this Narrative,' will eafily perceive 
the diftinguifliing charadlcriftics ofmajor 
Carnac’s ftyle throughout , this writing 
delivered in by Mr. Amyatt. It abounds 
with thofe founding phrafes, which are 
meant to catch the ear,' and fo to pafs 
for good reafon without further exami- 
nation. When he would engage you 
to oppofe the Nabob’s ihutting up one 
of the gates in the city of Patna, and 
doling a breach between the city and 
the river, he tells you, the honor of the 
Isdtna fa5iory is concerned. For my owii 
part, I think the honor of -the Patna r 
fadldry coniifts chiefly in carrying on the 
Company’s trade with credit and advanr 
tage, notin feekingdiiputeswith the counr 
try government, by unjuftly interfering 
in their concerns. 

He bids you compare the fen le, ipi- 
rit, and tendency of the treaty in quef- 
tion (that is,, of the regulations of the 
private - trade contained in my anfwcr 
to the Nabob’s letter) with .thofe of' Se~ , 
rajah Dowla and Meer Jaflier. Thofe 
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.being cornparedi; it will be found', that 
neither of thofe treaties convey to us any 
new privileges, but confirm thofe of the 
. firmaun. Now the firmaun, as I appre-’ 
hend, did' not give us a right to carry 
on the private inland trade, that is, the 
trade from place to place in the coun- 
try, in the commodities of the country, 
as fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, &c. It did 
not, I fay, give us a right to carry it on 
at all, much lefs to carry it on .cuftom- 
free, to the total ruin of the merchants 
of the country, and the great lofs of the 
•Nabob’s revenues. Neither did Sera- 
jah Dowla, or Meer Jaffier, underftand 
it fo ; the former would never fuffer us 
to -meddle in that trade, and the latter 
prevented it as much as he could, and 
complained of it as an injuftice, and an 
innovation, as has been already fhewn^ 
The new regulations I propofed did, 
on the contrary, convey to us an acknow- 
ledged right to that trade upon a reafona- 
ble footing ; and the payment of a fixed 
duty, lefs than had already been paid by 

. fome 
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fqme of our factories ; and a duty which- 
the profits of that trade might well bear. 

* , V '7 

Many other inftances of this kind 
of fpecious and founding expreffions with- 
out meaning occur in this rhinute, which 
I will call Major Carnac’s, inflead of Mr. 
Amyatt’Sj as well as in all the reft of the 
major’s writings. I will take notice of 
only one more. 'To engage all the gen- 
tlemen of the Board to applaud and fide 
with him, he concludes" with telling 
them, they are incapable of being in- 
fluenced by the fpirit of party, or any 
mercenary views. I am perfuaded, 
that it will appear obvious to every 
reader, that the minute is calculated' 
throughout, to infufe a fpirit of party j 
and in this he too Avell fucceeded 5 nor 
could he have chofen a more certain me- 
thod of confirming and ftrengthening 
this fpirit, than by telling them, tliey 
were incapable of being influenced. It 
is a known maxini of thofe, who would 
lead a party, to endeavor to conceal from 
their followers that they are led. As 
to mercenary views, if views of exor- 
bitant' 
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bitant profits in trade may be fo termed, 
tliere was certainly a great iliare of that 
pafiion in the violent oppofition againft 
the regulations I had made. 

I CONTINUED to try every means of 
preventing the dangerous confequcnces, 
which were to be apprehended from ib 
violent a combination; but it is eafy to 
judge, how dithcult a part I-had to ma- 
nage. On one fide, if I oppofed too 
ftrenuoufiy the refolutlons of the adverfe 
party, I ran a rifquc of flrcngthening the 
Nabob’s hands, and thereby making him 
too powerful in cafe, of a rupture. On ■ 
the other, if I fell in .with their violent 
meafures, all the ways of accommoda- 
tion would quickly be fliut up. I en- 
deavored therefore to keep a middle 
courfe, in order to preferve terms with 
the Nabob, until the Council had de- 
termined upon the regulations and de- 
mands they would infifl on, 'flattering 
myfelf, that the Nabob would fubmit to 
them, however unreafonable and detri- 
mental to his government, 'rather than 
engage in a war to his inevitable ruin. 

VoL. II. T 'With 
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With this view I avoided every -wotd' 
that could inflame ; and as the oppref- 
fions^ of the Nabob’s^ officers, gave fo. 
much reafon,,;! was the flrfl: to confent 
to fuch an cncroachmentupon his rights, 
as the, fecurity of our trade required, , in 
hopes thereby to induce the Council to 
be the more moderate in their demands. 
I ,faid therefore nothing more to. Mr. 
Amyatt’s minutes of the 3di and 15th, 
than was neceifary to fliew the authori- 
ty I had from the Board, to make fuch 
regulations with the Nabob,, that .the 
prefent difputes.were not owing to the 
regulations j but to the abufe qf .thern.; 
that if fuch abufes could be prevented, 
all the advantages of trade we .could- rea- 
fpnably, wiffi, . would be infured • to ,us, 
with good order to the Nabob’s goyern-r, 
ment .; and that if they did, not approve 
of my plan for attaining thofe ends, they 
fliould fet about forming another them- 
felves. The following is .a copy of this 
.minute; ' ' ' 
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bofy of 'iBe Governor s Bdinute of the- vfih 
Pebruary,'; 176,3/ ' ^ 

'*t- y N anfw^er to' that part' of Mr:'A- 
myatt’s minute of the 3d, where 
he fays, that I pervert tire meaning ' of 
the letter I received from the Board',- 
dated the 15th of November, I will on- 
ly quote the words of the faid letter^ 
and my anfwer dated the id: of Decem- 
ber.” ' 

■ 'Letter from the Council, dated Nov. 

.<c TN C L O S E D, ■ we tranfmit you • an 
' extradl from the Luckypoor letter, 
explaining the fliah bunder duties which 
they have always paid, and tlie nature 
of the frefh extortions which are ,no\v 
demanded, v/hich we imagine may be 
of fervice to you in filially fettling thefe 
matters upon afolidplanl' 

. 'The Governor s Anfwer, dated Dec. i. 

** Shael proceed, with Mr. Haft- 
ings’s affiftance and concurrence, 
in fuch inquiries as fliall be neceflary 
on the fubjedt of the complaints now in 
T 2 quef- 
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qiicflion i ami in cflabliHiing fndi riiks 
between the Nabob nntl us, as maypre- 
vent'lhein for the future. ” According- 
ly I framed with Mr. Haflings luch 
rules as feemed to us iriof}: proper for the 
occafion, and propofed them to the Na- 
bob iii fcvcral articles, as contained in 
our letter to the Board, of the 15th of 
December : but the Nabob, not cluifmg 
to accede to thofe articles, rcprcfcntcd 
to me asrain his tiricvanccs, in a letter the 
26th of December, the day before niy 
dcpvirturc for Patna; and as T had no 
further inllrudions from the Board, than 
thofe before quoted from their letter of 
the 15th of November, and no reply to 
ni}’^ anfwcr of the lil of December, 
where I find I would cHablifli rules - for 
the condud of the Nabob’s people and 
ours ; and as the regulations propofed, 
feemed to me altogether neceffary aiid 
reafonable, I made no doubt of their 
being, approved by . the Board*, and coii- 
fequenlly made no fcruple to write an 
anfwer to the Nabob,. alluring Binii, that 
things .Aould be- carried on., according .to 

' thofe 
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tliofe rules. ir-Uppn the minute of tlie 
j ft'inftant, I have fufficiently; fliewn the 
reafons, why thofe rules for carrying on 
the private inland trade, and reftraining 
the pov/ers of our gomallahs, feemed to 
me equitable and neceffary, and the moll 
proper for the end propofed j but as 
much as I am inclined to give the officers 
of the country government their due au- 
thority, yet am I by no means difpofed 
to fubmit to any abufe of that .authori- 
tyj or fuffer. them to go beyond the li- 
.iiiits prefcribed by thofe regulations ; 
which> were they hridtly obferved by 
both pairtieSj would, I think, remove all 
oecafion of complaint from both fides. 
But I grant, that the late conduit of the 
government’s officers, in many parts of 
the country, gives me too much reafon 
to' think, with the reft of the Board, 
that they cannot exercife authority with- 
out oppreffion j and that whatever caufe 
they might have of complaint againft the 
Englifh gomaflahs, their own tyrannies 
are yet more infupportable ; for inllcad 
of freeing our. trade from any impedi- 
T 3 ment, 
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imentj' 'detention or obftrudioni under 
pTetence of cuflomsi diiftbrej'&c. :which 
was my only intent in -laying' down'fucli 
rules, they- have had a quite contrary 
effeft. The officers of the government, 
iprefuming upon the reftraints laid. on 
bur agents and gomaftahs, having gone 
diredly contrary to the conditions' pre- - 
-fcribed to them. I agree,' therefore,' in 
the neceffity ,of entering into articles of 
agreement with the Nabob, fuch' as ffiall 
appear' moffi. proper for regulating- -the 
manner of carrying on our trade in thofe 
'articles, which before the troubles ufed 
'to- ffic deemed illicit j and for' confining 
the- 'government’s officers, and oiif go- 
maftahs, within the due bounds -of their 
Tefpedtive employments! of -which' ar- 
ticles, ' copies ffiould be • given to;, every 
officer of the governrnent, and' every go- 
thaftah, for their guidance. ;In -the mean 
time j -I have made- the ftrongeft repfe- 
fehtations to the Nabobi Upon' the vio,- 
'lences , 'committed ' by 'his officers j^in -dif- 
•fereht ' parts; in direft violation -of the 
agfeemeht 'between us. '> Copies 'mT my 
i''"'---' ■' letters 
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letters to the Nabob, Syed ^ Mahomed 
Cawn, and Mahomed Alice Be?, are 
•hereunto annexed. I lay before you 
likewife a number of complaints trarif- 
mitted to ■ me by Syed Mahomed Cawn, 
from the zilladars, and other officers, of 
the feveral diftridls, under his immedi- 
ate, ffire^liion, and which it .will be -iict 
•C eflary. to take under confideration, . at 
fhe time of debating upon the intended 
regulations, that fuch of them as appear 
■well grounded, may be remedied.” • 

• ■;Fre s H '.complaints from the P.atna 
and Dacca; fadlories were read at this 
■confultation : from the former, that fome 
.bullocks loaded with the Company’s, falt- 
-petrciwere flopped at one of the chokeys 
>orv guards, i and from the latter, that 
great obftrudlions .were given to their 
(private trade at Sirampoor. On .the 
•other hand, a number of reprefenta- 
tions ;were received alfo from Syed,-.Ma- 
-homed - Cawn,- ithei Nabob’s 1 deputy, at 
; Mo 6 rfhedabad,.. of .the violence . andmn- 
tjuft i proceedings ,qf thev.EngUffi; 

T 4 tah§. 
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tabs*.. , Upofi the.-firft ;it;vwas;rrefoIv'e£ii[ 
that : all trade • fliould' be , carried -on as 
before ; , and in -cafe any of the govern- 
ment’s. officers ; Ibould objftrudt it, : they 
ffiould be oppofed by . force- and feized f 
upon the fecond, that the reprefenta- 
tions ffiould be - ; tranflated, and- ; fent to. 
the, fubordinate fadlories which, they 
concerned; and from whence; . for the 
moft.part, no antwer v/as received:; or,, 
if any came, , it was taken- no furffier no- 
tice p£' . : . ’ : 

. As -the, officers of the country govern- 
ment had exercifed their : authority, fo, 
u'njuflly, .1 agreed it was become .neceffi 
fary tp 'reJfLrain them by force upomforhe 
occafions: The misfortune .was, . •;that 
thpfe who had long wiffied for a rupture 
with' the .Nabob, muf: be theyiidges of 
thofe occafions ; and confequeiitly.'it was 
to be feared, that they would make ufe- 
of this authority beyond what -was in- 
tended dr^-neceffiary,' particularly '’Mii' 
Ellis however,- there was mo ppffibili- 
-ty .of .preventing it, .'and . to ffiav'e- argued 
■againffi it, would.: m'nly - Jia;ver;fervedl to. 
."'■/'/rJ'jr ' .make 
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make ' them more violent, becaufe tile 
objedions I could have made, muftliavc 
been pcrfohal againfl: fome of the mem-, 
bers then prefent at the Board, or againfl 
Mr. Ellis, with whom they were firm- 
ly united. ' • 

; I. THOUGHT the likcliefl way of pfe- 
yenting any bad confequences upon this 
order, \vould be to acquaint the Na- 
bob immediately, with the danger to 
which his own hafiinefs, and the infb- 
lencc of his officers, had expofed him -5 
and recommend to him, in the rnofl flre- 
nuous mannerji to forbid their interrupt- 
ing the bufinefs of any Englifh goniafi- 
tah, or giving further occafion for' dif- 
putes, which 'might end in a breach of 
our friendfhip. The following is a Copy 
of the letter I wrote to the Nabob on 
this occafion.” 

. I HAVE already informed you of 
the oppreffions and infblences of Maho- 
med Alice Beg •, and' I nowenclofe you 
a copy of a letter wrote by him to Abr 
dulla, ■ .aumil of Soondeep perg'anahi 

Confider, 



■Confidefj - it -is'-his defigtf ‘ not to= fufF^r a 
difigle Ehglifh'man iri the countryi and to 
punifli whoever take upon himfelf 
the name of an Ehgliflifnan 5' according- 
ly the Company’s b’uhnefs, and that of 
the private gentlemen, has been- every 
where flopped, whereby they have been, 
and ftill are, fubjedled to many Ioffes : 
and the agreement which was made be- 
tween you and me, .for the removal *bf 
the difputes between your dependents 
and ours, has been entirely broken off 
by Mahomed Allee. As hiS’ proceed:- 
•irigs -are prejudicial both to your intereft 
and the Company’s, it would have 'been 
.proper, at the inftant off my. receiving 
the copy of his letter, to halve difpatch- 
ed foine of the Company’s people to 
feize him, and to have fent him prifoner 
to you.' However, as he is a fervant of 
yours, I have contented myfelf with re- 
prefenting the affair to you, and I wait 
your anfwer. Out of, the friendfhip 
fubfifting between you and me, it is 
proper you inflidl due punifliment on 
^him, and make him anfwerable for the 

Ioffes. 
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Ioffes he has been the occafion pf^r /if 
■not, I cannot fit quiet, and fee the Cpm~ 
pany -s and private gentlemen’s affairs, go 
to ruin. . Inclofed, I tranfmit . you the 
copy of a letter I have wrote to Maho- 
med. Allee.” , . ' 

- .Nothin g . elfe remarkable paffed at 
this firfi; meeting of the Council, but a 
letter delivered in by major Carnacj 
claiming the command of the detach- 
ment ftationed at Patna. I delire no Or 
ther proof: than the terms of this letter 
to convince the world, tliat he was the 
•chief, advifer - of the refolution for call- 
,ing- down the members of the Board 
from the fubordinates j and that to carry 
this point for himfelf was one of the ob- 
jedls of that refolution. The following 
is a copy of his letter. 



28.4 ^ A'T 1 v,% bf-:the-: ■ 


Copy, of a Letter., frm Major f?Lm 2 ,c:.fo 
.. the . Governor, and Council , , , Dated Fe^, 
:r|, iruar^. 15,^1763.. 

being deprived of the'Com-f 
, ; mand of a body of- your forces,- 

ap the head' whereof I had the good for-, 
tune to meet with fome fuccefs ; , and the 


being ever lince detained here, you will 
readily • b elie ve mud: ' • have - ■ o tcafioned 
much uneaiinefs'to me. However^ till 
now,n I:defpaired df any remedyl from 
a'ibonvidtiorii ' that'ihy remonftrances: 
would prove ineifedlual,: and » only ,:ferv;e 
to involve me in frelh altercations/ whiclii- 
r was willing to avoid. . The llation 'of 
Patna being the mod: likely quarter from' 
whence we are,. to .expeift troubles,' ia • 
undoubtedly the .pod: of honor, and as 
fuch, from my rank, I had the bedrritle 
thereto, unlefs I had forfeited it by. any 
ill' behavior on my part, which, what-; 
ever may be the opinion of a few of the 
members, I pleafe myfelf with think- . 
ing is not the general fenfe of the Board. 

I am happy in the perfuafion, that I can- 
not 
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not now fail of rcdrcfs, if I am dcferv- 
ing tlicrcofj and flatter myfcif, ^ntle- 
men, if you arc for continuing tlic Com- 
pany’s forces in that quarter, that I fltall 
have your orders to proceed thither, and 
take the command of them, unlefs you 
have any other more immediate call for 
my fervices.” 

1 1" u'ill be remembered, that the rea- 
fon for calling major Carnac down from 
Patna in June 1761, was to put an end 
to the ditputes with the Nabob ^ and his 
application to go back at this time, wlieii 
dhputes were growing every day, has all 
tlie appearance of liis wifhing to malvc 
them worfc, and to be more at hand td" 
adlin concert with Mr. Ellis to that end.- 

The confultation of the i8th of Fe- 
bruary has a letter from the Patna fac-; 
tory, which fliews they were ready, e-f-: 
nough to make ufe of their own force,' 
without waiting for our orders. . • '' 


Copy 



Copy of a Let ter' from the Chief and Couni-' 
' "cil at Patna the Board.' 


A Dearth feme years ago, which 
•d. \ had very near proved fatal to oiir 
troops here, made it neceffary that fome 
precaution jfliould be taken to avoid, as 
much as poffible, our experiencing the 
like diftrefs in future j for this purpofe, 
Mr. ‘Amyatt, then chief of this fadtory, 
eftabliflied a gunge, where our people 
have ever fince been amply fupplied with 
prdvifions at cheaper rates than' they can 
be elfewhere, and at the fame tinie pre- 
vented them falling into the numerous 
broils that hiuft daily happen, from their 
being obliged to feek their fuftenance in 
the different markets of the city. “ Ad- 
vantages well . known to every perfon 
who has refided any time at Patna. 

' /This gunge the Prelident agreed with 
the'Nabdb fhould be abolifhed f and in 


its ftead, ‘ lie defired the chidf to lay up 
^o/ooomaunds of grain on account of the 
Company ; which we, however, have 
thought “moil proper ' to defer, not 'chu- 

fmg- 
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ling to put our employers to what we 
deem an :Urineceflary and unprofitable 
rifle, without the fan<fi:ion of your or- 
ders. The encouragement given Nobit 
Roy on this occafibn, has. induced him 
to feize and carry away by force all the 
dealers of this gunge,, to detain boats 
loaded with our own particular property 
having duftucks, and to fend the chief 
word, that he will not fuffer a further 
importation of grain. He hasjikewife 
publickly puniflied three boatmen, who 
Have been long employed in this fervice ; 
and made proclamations through the city, 
that whoever brings grain to the Englilh 
mall be treated in the fame manner ; 
which can be conftrued in no other light, 
than a determination to diftrefs us in the 
moll tender point, viz. that of the necef- 
faries of life. 

After fuch infolence on his, part, 
an obfervance of pundlilios on ours would 

• f J , , . - • -r • ^ 

be truly ridiculous, and alfo defervedly 
iubj.eft us to the imputation of being 
wanting in our duty to thofe we ferye, 
as., well, as to thofe compiitted to our 

charge. 
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charge. We /hall therefore ufe as little 
ceremony in releafing bur boats, as he 
does in feizing them> avoiding at the 
Tame time any kind of offence, but ail- 
ing confiflently with the firfl great law 
of nature. In the interim we fhall ex- 
ped: your orders.” 

The fubjed of this letter was referv- 
ed to be cohfidered along with the .other 
difputed points, and the following plan 
was fettled for conduding' the debate. 

. First, ..To colled the opinion of 
the Board, on the regulations fettled with 
the Nabob by 'the Prefident. 

, SEC.oNDttY, To determine on. the. 
Patna' letter refpeding the Burbunnk 
gate, the . entrenchment by the water- 
fide, and the gunge. , . , - : 

' Thirdl y,' Oh the difpofition of the 
troops, and major Cafhac’s letter.” * - 

The 19th, the hrmauns and 'gra,nts 
not being ready, .only the fecond article 
of the -plan was confidered,- viz. Whe- 
ther 
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llier the Nabob fliould be permitted to 
iQiut up one of the gates of the Patna 
city 5 and to clofe the breach between 
tlic wall and , the river j and whether 
Mr. Ellis fliould keep. his. gunge. The 
opinions -were as follows. 

HxiraB of a Confultation of the 19//? of 
February, 1763. 

“ IQEAD the following minute de- 
livered in by the Prefident. 

The P ref dent's Minute. 

In order rightly to undcrfland the quef- 
tion relative tothcBurbunna gate, and the 
intrenchment by the water-fide, it is 
neceflar}' to deferibe the fituation of the 
places, and to refer to what paffed on 
tliis fubjed laft year. 

The city of Patna extending itfelf 
above two miles from eaft to weft along 
by the river-fide has two principal gates, 
one at the eaft end, the other at the 
w^eft. , Between the -weftern gate and 
the rivcrrfide is the, Burbunna gate, or 
rather wicket, . being a. fmall entrance- 
into a very narrow ilreet and the Eng- 
- VoL. 11 . U li& 



290 A NAHRATIVE-g/’ 

lifli fadoiy being fituated on the river- 
fide, about two or three hundred yards, to, 
the weftward of tlie city, walls, and from 
this gate-way, ufcd to find a conveni- 
, ehce ia this entrance, as the principal 
weftern gate is a full half mile from 
the fadtory. The city is furrounded by 
a 'wall and ditch, except by the river- 
fide. The north-eafi: angle is clofed by 
the citadel, or rather the Nabob’s, pa- 
lace, which extends itfelf into the river,, 
fothat there is no paflage by it. , At the 
north-weft end is a bafi:ion,calledtheMoo- 
tahee baftion, between which, . and the': 
river, was an open palfage into. the town,., 
Xn the -month of February, 1762,- 
feveral rnen of. captain Carftairs’s party 
having deferted, Mr. Ellis fent to Raje- 
blillub, then Naib of Patna, to defire, 
he would, give orders to prevent any of, 
our foldiers from going into the city.. 
Rajebulliib acquainted the Nabob with, 
Mr. Ellis.’s defire ; and ■ received orders , 
from him to fiiiit all the .gates and out-> 
lets of the city, except the eaft and weft--, 
gates, of which he advifed Mr. Ellis,,; 

and 
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siidVdefired,' that he would order tldat 

hone of the ‘ Europeans .fliould go into 
the city ! 'and that fuch of the people. of 
the fadlory as had buhnefs' there, (hould 
enter by the weftern gate. Mri Eljis ■ 
wrote to Rajebullub in anfwer, that 
the diuttihg the Burbunna wicket would 
put a flop to all the buhnefs of the facy' 
tdfy, and that therefore he muft not fhut 
it j ‘ and, at the farhe time, he reprefent- 
ed to the Board, the inconvenience that, 
would attend the fliutting it, the weil- 
gate being diflant frbrh the faftory at 
lead: ' half a mile 5 and mentioned, that 
Rajebullub had begun to raife a wall 
from the baftion, next the fadory down., 
to the river, thereby to prevent all corn-t 
munication ; infomuch, that no boat 
could track up to the fadory ; and that 
the cdnfequerice of allowing it, would , 
be tlie obliging all boats to pull up the- 
other lide of the river. At the lame 
time Mr. Ellis fent people to prevent 
the Burbunna wicket being Ihut, or the 
outlet by the water-fide’ do fed. In_ 
confultation of the, 22d of' February, I' 

U 2 was 
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;was:defired' by tHe ‘'Board -to'write'tb’-tlic 
dSfabob, to reqiteii llirri'tb order tbe'rBur- 
BiinAa’ gate to be left open •, Arid, in’ ” tlie 
letter to Mr. Ellis, where Kb is acquaint- 
ed with this refolution; it is bdded, that 
he Ihould prevent the walli or breaft- 


work being carried on by the river-lide, 
fo far’ as it might obftruft* boats tracking 
up On that fide of the river. Agreeably 
td‘ the refolution of the Boardf I- wrote 


to the 'Nabob, defiriii^ he would' order 
the Burbuhna wicket to be left o|!)eh for 
the ‘convenience of bur faftory f ' Arid 
the Nabob gave orders iaccofdirigly. 

Thus the affair refted till I'caiiie to 


=Mbngheer, when the Nabob reprefehf- 
ed’ the inconvenience of having th'ofe' tWo 
outlets left open. That the feepoys, 
•and other people of the fa6tory>' often 
came iiito the town by thofe ways,'quaf- 
f elled with the inhabitants, and plunder- 
ed of ill-treated them, and efcaped again 
Ao the failory, without its being pofiible 
to bring them to juftice;' and that be- 
fides, the town could not be In a ftate of 
defence) until the. paflage by .th'e river- 

fide' 
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fide was, fecurcd.” ■ As I was going to 
Patna, ; I told the Nabob I fliould be. a 
better judge when .I.had feen. tlie place 
myfelf. Upon- my arrival at Patha,. I 
took a view of the places with Mr, Ellis. 
The. Burbunna gate was no doubt a con- 
venience to fuch of ..the fer\’ants of the 
fadlory.as refided in the city; but to 
go round by. the weflern-gate is . not a 
greater inconvenience, than eveiy^ perfon 
who has to do with a fortified town.mufi; 
fubrhit to, , nor do I find that the Com- 
pany carry^on any bufinefs in the city-; 
and as to, the opening between the Moo- 
tanee .b'afi-ion and the .river, it is fuch an 
,onc> as no perfon, who has tlie charge of 
a fortified, place, would on any account 
fuffer. So far from being fecured by the 
Englifli fadtory, I can aflert, that -it 
would be very eafy for an enemy to pafs 
by the.fadlory by night, and enter the 
town. before any alarm. could be given. 
Befides,;;tlie fadtory itfclf,' which is in 
no refpedt- like a fortification, rnight be 
taken by an enemy, and the city there-, 
by exposed; to. certain deftrudtion,. fif 
U 3 this 
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this.-.pa/Tage. muft,b,e, Jfeft _ opeii ; , a. cafe, 
which though not likely to happen, yet, 
ought certainly to be guarded agaihft. 
As to the difficulty' of boat's going; up h}t 
the river-fide, it is a mere exaggeration, 
like many other parts of Mr. Ellis’s 'dif-^ 
fertations on thefe fubjedts. Boats will 
have only to row or warp a few. yards at 
the weft' end, as they are already obliged, 
to do at the eaft end, where, as I have before, 
obferved, , the * Kella ftops the palTage, 
and w^here I faw boats pafs ftp without 
the leaft difficulty; and it is well known,^ 
that , there are very many places between 
this., and Patna, where boats cannot track 
on account of the j unguis, the, fteep- 
nefs of the banks, or other obftrudtipnsi 
Finally, as the city belongs to the, ,3^a- 
bob, arid he is anfwerable.for the ch^ge 
of it, and for the perfons andi proper-:' 
ties of the, inhabitants, he has an, un- 
doubted right to fortify it in any manner 
he ,pleafes. Thefe my fentirnents I ex- 
plained frilly to Mr. Ellis, and Nobit 
Roy having applied to me on ,tlie, fub- 
jedl, 1; gave him,, an anfwer, ; of '.which 

' applica- 
* The citadd or palace. 
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application ' and ’ ahfwef^ ' the Ybildwin^ ' 
are copies. 

Fmn N.obit Roy, Naib of Patna, M 

\ 

' the Governor. ■ 


" Y reafon of the pallage by ' the ' 
water-lide, and the wickets of 
the fort being open to the town, it could 
hot propefly be taken' care of. I therefore' 
fhht tip the wickets, and left ' the eafl:^ 
and weft-gates for people to pafs in and 
out. Yet the'inconveniencies will not 
be’ fembdied, until the Burbunna Wick- 
et,' and' 'the palTage'by the water-lide, 
are alfo ftopped up. Had the paftage 6'f 
the Burbunna 'wicket, &c. been Hopped, 
hoW could the Boujepoor thieves and' 
prilbn'ers have made their efcape The 
paftage and wickets being open, renders 
it iinpoffible for me to protedt the town, 
and is' a means of diftufbance in my af- 
fairs,' of contempt on the government, 
and of ihfecurity to the fort.' 'As the 
cafe hf the fort is a neceftary work, and 
thh regulation of it is' my bufinefs,^it 
therefore belongs to me alfo to £hut up 
' U, 4 - the 
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tlie;wickets, and the pafl'agel ‘ if I am. 
prevented. from doing this; what is the' 
advantage of my flaying here ?” . ■ ' 


From the Governor to Nobit Roy. 

“ . J Understand what you write- ar 
bout fhutting up the Burbunna 
gate, and the paflage by the river-fide, 
and I have feen the.two places you fpeak 
of. The flopping up the pafTage by the 
river- fide is a very proper work f.. as to 
the fhutting up the gate, - although tliere 
feems to be no great neceflity for .it, 
and. the going round about, will. be , an 
inconvenience to the fafto'ry ; yet,-, as it 
is the Nabob’s order, do it whenever you 
think proper, no one will interrupt you.” 
. '-.‘Remark on the Prejidcnfs Mmute. 

“Major CARNAcbegsleave to obferve, 
in.anfwer to that part of the Prefident’s 
minute, in vindication of the Nabob’s 
flrengthening that part of the city - fo 
clofe to our . fadlory, that it- cannot be 
neceffary, uhlefs lie means to flrengtheh 
it. againflrthe faftoiy itfelf,- ' which he 
perfuades himfelf the majority of the 
.-r ■ v'lr ' .Bdaird 
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Board will look upon as a greater fecu- 
rity to tliat end of the city, than the, 
temporary trifling works now thrown 
up bytlie Nabob. 

'ithe Opinions of the Council. . , ' . , 
Mr. Watts is of. opinion, that the 
Nabob ought to.be wrote to open the 
gate, and throw down -the pallifadoes, 
And fuch part of the, intrenchment as 
obftrudts the tracking of the boats to 
the fa<£tory on that fide of the river. 

- MR.MARRioTTisof tlie fame Opinion. 

Mr. Hay is of'the fame opinion, with 
this addition, that if the Nabob refufes 
to comply with • the Prefident’s defire, 
Mr. Ellis fiiould then have orders td-o- 
pen the gate, and throw down fo much 
of the -intrenchment as obilrudts the paf- 
fage of boats. ’ , 

Mr* Johnstone is of opinion, that 
the fiiutting up the Burbunna gate, and 
making the trench and pallifadoe^ into 
the river, could be of no-fervice for the 
fecurity. of ,the town againfl: a foreign- e- 
nemy, - W'hilfi; the Nabob depends -on us 
as.hisfriends ; . and that it remarks-, -rin' this 
tim? of tranquillity, a diflrufi: of us in 

particular. 
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particular; ahd ha6' been- To urideS-ftbod 
by every body- in thofe ' quarters, and is 
co'nfidered -as an advantage ■' gained over 
our Chief, in a point hitherto dilp'uted 
with the Nabob,, thbugli never delired 
by his predeceflbr. To keep up our cre- 
dit, therefore, and for the great conve- 
nience it is, and ever has been to ouf 
factory, he thinks the Nabob iliould' 
be addrefied, as the general fentimenta 
of the Board, to reftore things to tlie 
iituation ,they were in before i and if he 
refufea, that Mr. Ellis' ihould be iih-»‘ 
powered to do it himfelf, ' 

/HaftingsT 

As every occafion lliould be avoided- 
of . alarming the people of the fcouritiy, 
•with the -appearances of dillrull: or con- 
tention between the Nabob and us, and 

it .has been deemed, that the cafes 
now in debate have fuch a tendency, Mr.' 
Haftings is of opinion, that the Prefi- 
dent -Ihould’ write- to the Nabob, and 
defire; him to caufC the . Burbunna gate 
to'i be -openedi -and the' ' intrenchment's 
by the river-^fidp made pafiahle for-boats j 
butnhu fees no occafion Tor fending *a 
; publick 
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fiublick. order; to; the gentlemen at, Pat- 
na, '‘to efFedt , either by force, nor does 
he think it can be done, without a mani- 
fell violation of our treaty of alliance 
with the. Nabob, as he has the foie au- 
thority to take fuch meafures, for the rer 
gulation-or ftrengthenihg of his own 
fortified city, as he thinks proper, whilfl: 
he encroaches upon none of our known 
rights.; 

Mr. Cartier, begs leave to obferve^ 
that never having been/ at Patna, he can 
form no other judgment as to the af- 
fair of the Burbunna gate, and the cir- 
cumftance of its being fhtit, than what 
he. has been informed of, by the letters 
from Patna. From them he £nds the 
fervants of the faftory have now no con- 
venient communication with the city, 
as likewife their hofpital 5 that the {hut- 
ting up the gate is a matter of pique, and 
intended to affront Mr. Ellis ; and if 
him, confequently the nation ; and mufl 
have been confidered in that light by tne 
inhabitants of Patna, who, apprehenri^e 
of the confequences, many have left 
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hpufes,,and carried their families , to, other 
parts j that this proceeding has,.raifed;ia: 
notion ,in - the country of our Jittloat- 
tachment to the Nabob, which he has 
yery.imprudently,pncouraged by the-fuf- 
picipns he feems..to: harbor, dn his .mind, 
and- .adling, in a . manner, ib ponpary^to 
that confidence he ought to place in us ; 
that our. attachment. to him is^ his foie 
fecurity and fafe-guard, which,, if, once 
lefiened, ,or. even fulpedjred.. to ■ he,f£o, 
might probably.have the worfi of.confer 
q.uences on. his affairs ; that for -his. own 
fafety, ,and freeing the country from dif- 
tiirbances, it ought to be, a. point -infiftr 
ed uppn, that the faid gate fhould- be 
opened, more particularly, as, it.v/as jthe 
only one . of .the city left open,., during 
the troubles of three years in that pro- 
vince, and no dangerfromits, being conti- 
nued to be-fo in a time of profound peace, 
can pofiibly be. dreaded j and.if the Pre-r 
fident’s application on this head, is .not 
complied with,- that di;:ed:ions. fliall he 
fent’ to Mr. .Ellis to . open . it, and . that 
part.of .the intrenchment. to be. thrown' 
.-r,.. ' ■ down. 



no'.vn, tlr.u jr- ;i rcMl ' inconvenience to 

tlu' f.’.clorv. 

* 

Mn. jJn.i.! nj- t. ofopituon will) .Mr. 
C;;rJier. 


BnreoK conildcrs die rtnutinc 

up td" tile Jinrlninn;; g.itc, nnti the in- 

trcnclinicntr. r.hfcd bv the. X;ibob nc-.tinU 

* 

our {‘tdiorv, ns nn intiionitv dchoncii uc, 
e.nrt rc.illv an nift ofliofiilitv lie i:: tlicre- 


fore of opinion, that tlic gate niould be 
ordcrcti to Ik- left open ns fonncrly, and 
fo niucdi of die intrcnchnicnt remov/'d, 
;u Mr. idii- and f^;e Council ni.iy judge 
for the f’V’y and convenience of our 
fr.elory ; and we rtiouhl write to ilie N.n- 
bob togive orders, for t)ie above purpofes; 
v.diich, if lie rciiifcs to comply witli, Mr. 
Ellis- llicnild be ordered to execute them. 


hiajjr CarnaeV Opinion. 

By the Burbunnagnte lias been, time 
out of mind, a communication between 
the city and faclory; therefore the Na- 
bob’s ordering it to be diut up, cannot 
but argue in him an indifpofitron to- 
wards us, cfpecially as the rvorks c.xe- 
cuting there, carry all the appearance of 

a defire 
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ajdefire to' ftrerigthen himfelf on’ the fide' 
next to us 5 nor does it ajp^ear, thiataiiy 
advantage or conveniency will refult tb 
the Nabob, from the ftopping this com'- 
jnunication i' and the reafon principally 
infilled on feems to be, that the Na- 
bob' is mailer of his own. city, and may 
do as he pleafes. The fame might witb, 
equal jullice be given," for his refiifirig’ 
to allow any entrance whatever' to the. 
Englilli into the tity { he ha^ done' the 
next thing to it, rendered our adniilfidii 
as inconvenient as polfible to 'us'." Be- 
fides, the gentlemen at Patna* afiiire .us'i' 
their boats will, from ■ the obll'rudlions’ 
iipw made, be expofed to great rilques.* 
The major is therefore of opinion, ‘^ thaf 
the Nabob fliould be wrote to, iii the* 
moll prefling manner, and a reprefentatidn! 
made to hirh,- that the fliuttirig theTur-' 
biinha gate, cannotfail creating, thrpugh-’ 
outthe country, the perfuafibn thath’e an^‘ 
the Englilh are upon bad term's, whicK' 
it is equally his bufinefs 'as ours td pre- 
vent i that therefore to remove any fulpi- 
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cions of tliisjnature,. we muft infift upon 
that gate being again, opened, and that 
part of the city be left in its ufual ftate. 
If after fuch a reprefentation, the Nabob 
continues obflinate, the major thinks tlie 
Board will be juftified in giving orders 
to Mr. Ellis to open that communica-f 
tion j and the Nabob will have only 
himfelf to blame, for having reduced us 
to that neceffity. 

Mr. Amyatt declares. That of his 
own knowledge this gate has been kept 
open for thefe nineteen years paft, and was 
the only one of the city which was open, 
during the time of the two lieges of 
Patna, as being efteemed a necelTary. 
communication with the fadlory, by tlie 
guns whereof it, was covered j that he 
therefore, imagines, .the Ihutting of it 
up mull proceed either from a pique 
to Mr. Ellis, or an intention to dimi- 
nilh the Englifli influence in the coun-. 
try. . That for thefe reafons, and as it is ' 
attended with great inconvenience to us^ - 
and no advantage to the. Nabobs., he ;a-' 
agrees in opinion with Mr. Hay in re- 
gard 
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gard to opening it, and removing the 
intrenchment- by- the water-fide. 

Major Adams is of opinion, that 
the jQbutting of this gate is of no advan- 
tage to the Nabob ; that fo far -from 
ftrengthening the city, .he thinks it ra- 
ther contributes to weaken it,, and has 
an appearance of , a j'ealouiy fubfihing, 
which may be prejudicial-to the Compa- 
ny’s affairs,. and to the- Nabob himfelf 5, 
and that therefore-the Preiident.ought to 
write to. the Nabob, to infift .-upon ,the 
gates being opened, and a-neceffary paf- 
fage left .frorn the intrench meht for the 
tracking, of .boats.” , . . : ■ 

A Letter to the Nabob .was then 
prepared according to the opinion of the. 
Board, and according to the ufual courfe 
went under the hand and feal of the Pre- 
fident which being the form prefcribed 
by the Court of Direftors for the coun^ 
try correlpondence I always pbferved, al-. 
though the, letter .on .this," and many o- 
ther occalions, was contrary to my own 
fentiments. The following is a copy of 
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die letter wrote the Nabob in confe- 
quence of the foregoing refolutions. 

. To. the 'Hzhoh, February 19, 1763. 

‘‘ H E chief and .council of the 
' -C. Patna faftory have reprefented 
to me and tlie Council of Calcutta, that 
by fliiitting up the Burbunna gate or 
Avicket of the city, all the fervants of the 
fadtory are fubjedled to great inconveni- 
ence in going to and from tlieir hbufes, 
and the Company’s bufinefs impeded ; 
and further, that by carrying on a wall 
or intrenchment from the baftion to the 
water-iide, boats are prevented from 
tracking up to the fadlory, and will be 
■ bbliged- to 'pull up on the other lide, 

> which will' be a great inconvenience to 
the bufinefs of the Company, and the 
gentlemen of the fadlory. And as it ap- 
pears, that the Burbunna gate has al- 
ways been open for twenty years pail ; 
and that during the ■ troubles when the ‘ 
city was befieged, the faid gate was of 
particular fervice, as affiftance went by 
that .road from the fadtory for the de- 
VoL. ir. X fence 



fence of the city j and the fhutting it 
iip'^at this time .has 'not a good appear- - 
ahce, hut raifes diflruft and jealdufy in 
the ■ minds of the people, and fills "the 
inhabitants with apprehenfions, as if- 
there fiibfified not a perfedl friendfiiip 
between you and the Company ; and as : 
fuch reports- are equally prejudicial to. 
your affairs, and the Company’s, and it 
is unreafonable you ihould lay "any ob.-. 
flrudlions in the way of the Cpmpanyfs.. 
hufinefs, or that of the fervants of the fac,- 
tory : it is tlierefore thought v,ery impro- 
per,- on all accounts, to fliutup the .faid 
gatej andlwritetoyou therefore,.aGCordr, 
ingto the advice of the Council, -to defire 
"ydU;wilhorder it to be kept open.as bcr- 
fore^ -as reports of this kind to prg.u-.' 
dice^or . diminifli the Company’s name 
will not be admitted ^ . and that you will 
-order the wall or; intrenchment fro.m - the. 
haflion to the -river-fide tO; be- made in 
filch a manner^ .that therp. ‘may be^ room 
for the boat people tp-trackaip. theboate^' 
As your compliance herewith can be at- 
.tended with no lofs or hindrance toyoup 
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affairs, if is'neceffary 'fhdt you imme'di- 
ately’giye orders!,' accordingly, that tH6 
pedple niay fee there’ is ari entire corifif 
dence afid- friendfliip ‘hettveen you and, 
the ;Company, and all jealoufies- arid ap-, 
p'rehenfioris may be rerhoved.” [ 


' Th-E feafoning. of the Council up'oii 
the foregoing fubjedt amounts ' to this> 
that to fllut up the gate of the city, ahd^ 
clofe the breach of paifage between 
that and the’ river,: would hafe ah ap-^ 
pearance’ of a jealoufy or difagreemerit 
between the Nabob^nd the Company j 
whereford 'he fhould be wrote’ to in 'a 
peremptory manner to keep them' open i 
arid if -he did not Oom'ply,- Mr'. Ellis 
fliould opeii thehS by for'ce^ A moft-exi 
traordiiiary ihethod for removing all ap- 
pearance of jealouly and' diiagreemeht 4 
With refpedt • fo' the gunge, the whole 
.Board agreed witfi rhedn the impropri- 
ety^ of Mr.- Ellis’s keeping it,* and-the 
follbtviii’g refolution was made. : 
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-'iindhimoufly agreed- ’by- tKe'^^Bdafci,' tHat 
inftead thereof, a- lirnited ’ number of 
licenced Ihopkeepers' Ih'all be efbablifli- 
ed,' to'fupply with provifions the bazars 
•of the army and the fadlory y that they 
'fhair not however become a gunge, 'or 
wholefale. market, but ereft ■- their' fhdps 
add ifdrehoufes in fuch place,-- as fhall 
"be agreed On between tlie chief add No- 
bit Roy ; and fuffer the ufual f'ciiilonjis 
td be colledted -by a droga on the p'art of 
'■ fhe'-gdvernment' j and that' all this 'beid'g 
‘ iidnej’.- the prefent gunge is ’ to he fe- 

■ mdve'd.” ‘ ' 

^ ■ ' ' ,, , 
,:o iThe next confultation the zzd,-, wag 
-taken -up with reading the firmauiid -and 
grants y and it was agreed, that/thcffb- 
; yeral- members fhould prepare, their ppi- 
^ nions upon the regulations I had; made 
with the Nabob ; and the .extent of, the 
privileges, of our; private trade, , by way 
of ..anfwer .to, the following, Rx qpef- 
-tionSi : . .. ■ VC'.' :..v :! 


“ First, 
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• First, Whether. by, the. firmaun, 
and fubfequent treaties, ,we have a right 
to trade in every article, whether for 
foreign or inland trade, duty free ?, . 

Second, Whether any duties ought 
to be paid to the country government 
on fait, beetle-nut, tobacco, or any 9- 
ther articles ?. . • ; . 

Third,, Whether the Company’s 
duftuck fliall be for the future granted 
for fuch articles ? 

,■ Oe late the trade of fait from. Calcut- 
ta, up the country, has been carried, on 
by the Englifli • inhabitants in general, 
who, having firfl paid the duties at Hoog- 
ly, and having got the fougedar’s duf- 
tuck or rowana, had then a paflpoft or 
certificate from the Prefident to accom- 
- pany it. ■ ■ • 

■ Fourth, Whether certificates fiiould 
in future be granted to any but the Com- 
pany’s' -fervants ? 

' ■ - Fifth-, Whether the Englifli. gomaf- 
tahs, in' any- part of the three provinces, 
fliall be fubjedl in any manner to 'the 
X 3 controul 
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ciontroul of the - officers of . the country, 
government, and how far. ? ■•! ^ 

f -S ixth, If not, -how- are .v/e to regu-r 
late the diJfputes that may happen be- 
twixt them and the country government^ 
and particularly in thofe parts where wq 
have no fadtory ?” 

( AT .the. fame, confultation (the zgd 
of ^February) was read the following leN 
ter. of complaint from Luckyppor. . 

Co'p'y of d Letter from Mr. ' Middleton' to 

■ the Governor and Cotindil. Date'd’¥&- 


> bruary i6, 1763. 

hV¥' ^4^^ irilrahtj 

, A and informed you, that the hbiife's 
of Golam HoiTein arid Mahomed Gazy, 
feryants of this fadtory,' were befet 'by 
Aga N azarn, Mahomed Allee’s ■ deputy 
at Jugdea. I have lince received intelli- 
gence, that on The 12th iriAarit,' Aga 
Nazarn had fummoned thefe people to 
furrender on that day j the confequence 
of wJiich, was, the iriotherand lifter took 


,'poifpn, . but inliant relief being given 
them,; they are yet alive j the' reft found 


means 
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means to tfeape by a back door, and 
left their honfes to the merev of Ap-a 

J o 

Nazam, wlio of courfc has plundered 
and dejflroyed them. One of the Avomcn. 
tliat efcaped has been brought to-bed 
but a few days ; what is become of 
Jier, the infant, and other women, I 
cannot tell, but have fent people to en- 
quire after them. I muft inform you, 
that thefe two men arc of a confidcrablc 
.family, who have always been much 
refpedted in the country, and remarkable 
for their attachment to the Englifli, par- 
ticularly in the year 1756, when they 
afforded protedlion and afliftance to our 
fervants, at a time that it was refufed 
by the French, and every one clfe at 
Jugdea., I inclofc you a letter, which 
. I received from Syed Buddull Cawn, a 
fpugedar, appointed by Maliomed Allbe 
in thefe diflridls, to whom I wrote oh 
this occafion, by which this adl fecnis 
to have been done by Mahomed Alice’s 
. dircdlions. I alfo encloTe' to you copies 
of two letters from Syed Buddul ‘Caw'h, 
and Aga Nazam, to Golam Hoflein and 
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M.tiicvnicd rccotnmcniiin[» tlic Ini- 
rcr, xo quit tl'.u jLiudidi employ, jf he 
c;qu.'Xt;: to hru.'c nuy hwor Hicv/n him. 
Bv thefe Ictuuv., nnd other circunhlnnccs 
it ;’ppc.'.rr‘, ih.u t’ncir being ferv.-mts of 
the llnuHlh, is the lole cuifc of their 
misfortune;. ’I'hcrcfore, I Ir.ivc nnur- 
c(i them, iitnt you v/ill not fail of ob- 
lAintng till jioilildc redref;; j nnd what 
fiu iher jvirticul.uf. I may be able to learn- 
(d‘lhi:> affair, J will hereafter communi- 
cate to you. 

Ovv. eluth b.ufmcfs int!tcManor"un"C 

O o 

pergannii, v. here fcvcral of the Compa- 
ny'!' (ortmcittr. arc made, is entirely put 
a lion to bv one Com.ar Alice \V''adadar 
there, and our oomaflahs and other fer- 
vant;-; luivc b.cen oblif^cd to return to 
Luekypoor, leaving a large fum out- 
flanding, in tlicpykarsandwcavcrshands. 
This Comar Alice is the perfon who or- 
deredi by publick beat of tom-tom, that 
none of his tenants fhould, at their pe- 
ril, 'Iranfidt any bufmefs with the Eng- 
lifn, of which Mr. Billers advifed yoii, 
in his nddrefs of- the 2 2d ultimo. 

: 'T* ."i; ■ i J, 


To 
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f-.To'Hvhat'we have; from time to time, 
alledged .againft Mahomed Alice, give, 
me .leave .to ’ obferve,. that .his rapacious 
cruelty is fo confpicuous, in the unheard-." 
of oppreffive meafures, taken by him ini 
the perganahs hereabouts, and fo parti-..- 
cularly aim at thofe people that are, And- 
have been in our employ,, or any -'way 
negotiating with us j that it feems ■ his^ 
defign is,]to the utmoft of his power,- to' 
throw, every obftacle in our way in -the, 
courfe of trade, both Company’s, and 
private, but more particularly the latter, 
that a powerful inveterate enemy can 
fuggefl. ,How far^ we have fuffered. in 
our private concerns, is partly known to 
you, by,, the account tranfmitted you by 
Mr. BillerSi Several of our boats haye 
lince that been {topped on various pre- 
tencesi although we have paid the Na- 
bob’s duties as in former times. 
r/YESiT.ERDAY advife was brought me, 
that -fome-. people belonging to the .go- 
vernment were meafuring our grounds, 
in-prdep tp take poffeflion pf them, and 
had demanded rents frorn pur, tenants. :I 

immediately 
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immddintely ieh't’ 5i f(iw'fee^^ pe- 


ons, who, this morning, brought in t\v6\ 
df the principals ehiplbyed '■"on this hc- 
cahbn; ' ' ■ Soon ’ after I had ’ feiz'ed thefd- 
people; a number of men collected them- 
ielves together, and have been plunder- 
ing the houfes of our tenants, and 


ried away their cattle, &C.'' This' has 
obliged ’ me to fend a flfong party of 
feepoys to the extent of bur. bounds, fb 
p'feveiit any further infults of the' kind.^ 
I 'thought it neceffary to infofni you of 
this circumftance, as I imagine it will 
be ' f eprefented in a very different light 
by' Mahomed Alice’s party.”' ‘ • 


■*'*'IjpON this it was refolved to feize the 
three ' officers of the government -'Cbm- 
■plaihed againfl } in which refolution; i 
agreed ; - for as the quefliOn ' was how^ 
whether the ading perfblis' ‘ cqmplaihbd 
agaihft fhoUld be feized, of War ' made 
difedly with the Nabob himfelff I con- 
curred 'ih' 'Me former," as I yet-' -did hot 
doubt but ' the N abob ' would 'fubmit' tb 


^ky Mrms/thaf ''ffi bb pn 


to 
him 
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1)1011 by the Council, rather than enter 
hitoa,war. , 

TiiE next confultation (the ift of 
March) the opinions of all the members 
were delivered in upon the fix queftions 
propofed tire 2 2d of February. -The 
majority declared the extent of the pri- 
yjileges of our private trade to be unli-. 
mited, and tlrat the duties which . had 
hitherto been paid to the country govern- 
ment on fait, and fome other articles, 
were only a compliment which might 
be continued or not, as we pleafed. This 
pretenfion muft appear to all reafonable 
men as unjuft as it was new j for who 
can fuppofe the Mogul emperor meant 
by his firmaun, .to give us a right to trade 
fropa place to place in the center of his 
own country upon a better footing thaii 
his own fubjedts ? His granting us an 
exemption from cuftoms, upon bur fo- 
reign or {hipping trade is natural, becaufe 
it was attended with 'the double advan- 
tage of giving vent to the manufadtures 
of his dominions,, and importing bullion 
and other ufeful commodities.. ,,Mucli 
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has -already beenifaid up6n this:fubje<5i:/ 
and: we willfcome noWi;3to,ithe>,;feveral ■ 
opinions of. tll'e members' of;. the Board, 
which -were as follows. ' y\ 


'BxtraB. of Confiiltationof the ij^ g/'March, 

••■- r ■ '763- • . - ■ . 

** ]\/f^ R* W A T T S: is of ojpinioh,r. iii 
■ i-V-L anfwer to the queftibns propbf- 
ed lafl Council- day. : 

' First, That by. the firmauns arid 
hulbul hookums, the Englilh Eaft India 
Company have an undoubted < right to 
trade in every article produced in the.In- 
doftah' empire, either- for foreign or in- 
land-trade j and that duftucks ought to 
be given with any articles j and that Meef 
Mahomed JafHer Alice, Cawn,. in his 
treaty, has very particularly confirmed 
the fame for the provinces, under the 
fubahdarree of Bengal.; : . . - , ni, ‘ 
^,0 Second, That duties.- ought not to be 
paid . to, the.- coun try , government on fal t,- 
beetle-nut,, tobacco, or any, articles that 
have ai'duftuck with them.-. j ... 



Third, 
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t :Th‘ird, That Huftucks be granted 
witli fucli articles for the fiitui'e. ’’ ' 
Fourth,' That no 'paffports or certi- 
ficates fiiould be granted to Company’s 
fervants or others, but that fiilt have a 
duftuck with it, if the foie property of a 
Company’s fervant, but not to other 
Englifli. inhabitants. . ’ 

• Fifth, That the Prefident, in his let- 
ter to the Nabob, has given up the pri- 
vilege which the Company enjoyed by 
this firmaun j and therefore he continues 
in the fame fentiments, as in the conful- 
tation of the 17th of January. 

■ Sixth, That fubjefting our Englifii 
gomaftahs to the country government^ 
would entirely prevent us from carrying 
on our trade ; nor is there any neceffity 
for any regulations in thofe parts where 
We have an Englifli fadlory 3 but in the 
diilant parts of the provinces fomething 
is neceflary to be efliabliflied, as well' for 
preventing bur gomaflrahs ' from' being 
guilty of opprefliohs to'the' country peo- 
ple, as to keep the- officers' oFthe go^ 
vernment from behaving in the manner 

they 
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they have lately doheVV ‘ 'fliat this' point 
cah 'ohly.be fekleid betwixt the' Nabob 
arid us.' : /'■' ■ - 

Mr. Marriott is of opinibri, that 
the Prerident oujght to have waited till 
lie could have received an ‘ anfwer. frorp 
tlie Board, before he wrote the letter 
to the Nabob, as no paragraph of the 
Board’s letter to the Prefident appeal's id 
authorize him to conclude a treaty •with- 
out their approbation, iinlefs their wil- 
lirignefs to have affairs fettled •with 
tlie Nabob on a folid bails, -With the fe- 
ciirity of our rights and. privileges,, be 
coriftrued into that fenfei- •which he does 
not irriagine was the iritentiori of th'e 
Board. That in regard to the treaty it- 
felf,' it differs far from oiir lirmaun aiid 
funnuds' granted in: confequence of 'but 
treaties: with Serajah Do-wla and JaffieT 
Alice Gawn,. particularly in giving up 
our right of grantmg dikfiu'cks for in- 
land .trade .(though^ fbme few artieles 
may have;' beeri -denied:- ”u'S’ trading in 
by 'the country ' government,- iinlefs We 
paid' : duties 'ori;; -them^: ' hoTwithflandkg 
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our Honoralilc Maftcrs Arongly rccom- 
incnd the being jealous of our iirmaun: 
privileges ; and alfo in fubmitting our 
iromailahs and dependents to be under 

O ■* 

the government’s jurifdidion, and liable 
on every occafion to be called before 
their courts, which is greatly deroga- 
tory to the Englifli name, and mufl; take 
from us that fway we ought to have in 
the country, without which no bufinefs 
will be able to be carried on; and will 
greatly prejudice not only the quality 
and quantity, but alfo inhance the price 
of every article of tlie Company’s in^ 
Ycilmcnt. That fo far from fubmitting 
our gomafl;a.hs and dependents to the go- 
vernment’s courts of judicature, our fir- 
maun exprefly orders all our dependents 
that are indebted to us and run away, to 
be immediately delivered up to us ;- .and 
that the government’s people fliould give 
lis all the afliftance they canon fuch anoc-r 
cafion, in order to recover our demands. 

, T n A T. in regard to exchange of mo- 
ney, as we have an undoubted right to 
coin, Ijccas from our firmaun and fun-f 
- . nuds, 
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nuds, we ought to infift ori thofe we coin 
flioiild pafs ; but to obviate any lofs that 
might arife by batta on ficcas of a dif- 
ferent mint at another place, we fliould 
get flramps of the feveral mints where 
we have occafion' to fepd money, and 
coin with thofe ftamps accordingly. 

For thefe reafons, I entirely dilTent 
to the treaty. The ill confequences muft 
now appear too plain every where, it be- 
ing a dangerous fyftem to truft the go- 
vernment’s people with fo great a power. 
Their charader - of being rapacious and 
tyrannical would, I thought, have been 
well known to every one. . I am further 
of opinion, the faid letter of the Prefi- 
dent to the Nabob, fliould be demand- 
ed back, or hereafter bad confequences 
may -arife. from it. - 

In- reply to the different articles pro- 
pofed-by the Board, Mr. Marriott is of 
opinion, that by the firmaun and fubfe- 
quent treaties, we have . a right to trado 
in foreign and inland articles of trade, 
if a dired affertion is ,a fufficient proof; 
and not one linglc article of trade pro- 
hibited 
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hibited us by the firmaun, &c. That 
the government denying iis to trade in 
a few articles,' without we pay duties on 
them'j is ufurpihg an authority they for- 
rherly were forbid, as by the tenor of 
the firmaun it appears; that further u- 
furpatiohs, and lirhiting our trade, were 
aft'e'mpfed by Aliverdee Cawii’s- minif- 
tefs, in- refpedt- of paying duties on fa- 
gar; and which the Company remon- 
itrafe rnuch agaitift, and defire we will 
take care thefe things may not be brought 
into a precedent ; which fiiews the opi- 
nion* they entertained of tliefe encfoaeh'-i 
ments ; . arid by theit feveral regulatioris 
and orders concerning dufliucks,- it plahi- 
ly appears, they only meant their' fer-; 
vants fhould not cover any black liier-^ 
chants goods, or others; that had not the 
privilege of a dufiuck; and by that- means 
defraud the government of -the duties 
they would otherwife have' cblledled o'ri 
the find merchants* goodV; which in* cafe 
of being detected, might have been a 
plea for flopping the Company’s bufi- 
nefs, and embroiling tlieir affairs. 

; VoL. II. Y That 
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'•/.That- in confequence of , ,,the gor 
vernment’s, colleding a diity on^ fait,; 
which, we :fqr the mofh. part' have acqui- 
efced in, a , duty* fliould be paid them, at 
one ,:place,. and 'a ;h:ated fum for each 
hundred maunds, : at the. rate the Moor 
merchants pay, and the fait pafs with 
the. .Company’s duftuck (more particu- 
larly, as .it is. the.produdt of tlieir own 
jagheers) and the colledlor’s. of the faid 
duties- '.receipt for the fame;-- after 
which the boats not to be detained at 
any. gaut .pr^chokey, further than to. give 
theichokeydai: time to take a copy of. our 
duftuck. : That, . . as the Company’s duJ* 
tuck hasj -been . , granted i fot , bee tie-nut, 
and tobacco, ^they are ar tides rwe-iliould 
notfgiye.up, but , continue. ,the ..Compar 
ny’s duft-uck forthofe articles according-; 
ly,;-. That pur, acquiefcing in,, paying du- 
ties on fait, ought., to be. looked .on as . a. 
cpnceffion on our parts, as. the demand-, 
ing them is certainly an infringernent of 
our. firmaun privilege.s j .but, as the pther 
fubahs have, receiyed theni, . thp , N.abph 
has , cuftorn to plead, fpr hh repeiyin.g 
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them alfo j and as we’ have fupported 
him in all his anticht privileges, we 
ought to continue this to him, that it 
mia:ht not be detrimental to his revenues. 
That the o-ramino- a ccrtilicatc to 

O O 

Englidi inhabitants trading in hilt- Tor 
what they purchafe, has no bad ebnfe- 
quence attending it, as tliis interferes 
not with any branch of tlic Company’s 
trade ; and lie therefore thinks the Preii-' 
dent fliould grant them to thofe who 
are not covenanted fervants. ' ' • 

That the fubjedling our gomaftahsto 
the controul of the officers of the coun- 
try government, muft, he conceives, 'be 
attended with the worJfl of con'fequences, 
asitis'giving up one of ourfirmaun privi- 
iegesi which muft make us efteemed 
very light in the eyes of the generality 
of people, and confequently treated with 
contempt by them, and be the means 
of depriving our gomaftahs of the influ- 
ence' neceffary for carrying on the leafl: 
bufmefs: Thafin order to prevent our 
-goriiafliahs from making a bad ufe of their 
authority, aiid injuring or diminifliing 
Y 2 the 
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■ the government’sirevenues, -or -interfer- 
ing the leaft ill them (this, being, one of 
the chief; articles of complaint againft 
p'ur gomaftahs) they fiiould be again po- 
fitively forbid holding lands, villages, 
gnnges, &g. of the government; and 
an immediate example made of thofe 
that difobey ; and then no other, matters 
pf -difpute can arife, but in thofe of 
trade when the party injured diould 
apply for .redrefs to the Chief of the 
neareil Englifh fadory, who, no doubt, 
is invefted with authority fufficient to 
make the gomaftahs complained againft 
appear -and anfwer to the complaint, r-if 
appearing true ; and a few fevere exam-: 
pies made on .the gomaftahs, ^vrould, I 
•fatter myfelf, in a fhort time, hayerthe 
jdefiredeffed, andno injuftice be commitr 
.ted -by Englilli;gomailahs, in future. . ; 

:''vMy' reafons for . joining wU'h' thCiO- 
-ther members of the Board,' prefent the 
-fyth- .of : January, in.paffing.the cenfure 
on-the I^refident, minuted, m the confulr 

tation 
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tatioii -of that ' day,' are, ' that by . the 
treaty or : written fecurity' that the Go^ 
vernor paffed. to the Nabobs ■ the 'princi- 
pal rights and privileges of' the Englhh 
Company, ' -granted them -by the King’s 
firmaun, and hufbul-hookums fforp. 
Delly, confirmed and fully explained by 
the treaties with Serajah Dowla, ■ ari'd 
Meer Jaffier Cawn, and enjoyed fince 
thofe treaties, almofi: in full, are given 
up, without one fingle advantage gained 
for the Company j but, on the contra- 
ly, the- total lofs of the > Englifh credit 
and reputation in thefe provinces, which 
has been declining thefe two years pafir, 
was the vifible confequence of this agree- 
ment' to- every one who- faw it^ and- was 
the leafl: acquainted with the nature of 
the country people; and it now grieves 
me to thmk,> that the wifeft.regulationSi 
and the mofi: fteadycondudtof this Board, 
will not be able to prevent the immedi- 
ate bad; effedts of this ill concerted, and 
Uhatithorized proceeding of Mr. Van- 
fittartj a'S to'o plainly appears from -the 
letters received from the fiibordinates, 

' - " ' - Y 3 . and 



and the generarcomplaintg of all our a~ 
Rent's and gomaftahs ; which Ihew there 
zf'almoft every where a- flop to; or great 
incumbrances’ bri our bufinefs j and that' 
oiir fervahts: are' particularly- ill ufed and 
oppi'e/Ted. ''"'- 

I N ' corifiderihg the arguments for and 
agamft the p'refent treaty, entered' into 
\vith the Nabob by the Prehdent, it is 
ablbluf ely heceffary, to theforming a true 
judgment bn the alFair, that the unjuh: 
methods' ufed in ‘'the country 'courts, as 
■'Well "'as "the methods pradifed’ by the 
cbiifitry merchants in conduding their 
Affairs;' dibuld be continually in your min'd. 
'' The impolilbility of "carrying on bu- 
fihefs;' 'whdh' fubjeded to the 'country 
courts,' "think, mull appear plain to 
every one, ‘when it is confidered, that 
for all fums of money recovered in them, 
you are obliged- to pay, befides the ex- 
pence of the court, a chout of tv/en- 
ty-five per cent, on the money recover- 
ed ; ■ which, if the Englifh do not fubmit 
to pay, it will always be the intereft of 
the Ecmindars, &c. to decide againft 
• . , them* 
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-them. ‘ This I “only mention ;as ,pne;,qf 
the' numberlefs grievances, .we flioul,d 
fufFer, if fubjedled m ^their.. authority. 
The - country merchants are .fenfible .,of 
the impoffibility of carrying on bufipefs 
under fuch difadvantages, and are,there7 
fore obliged to buy the protedtion of 
fome perfon of authority in the goyern- 
ment (if their own influence is notTufr 
ficient) which fets them above the, r, each 
of the lower zemindars of the country, 
■protedts them from the violence of. dl, 
and at the fame time gives them a kind 
of judicial authority, fo far ,as,to confine 
the weavers and picars, when they can- 
not recover their balances, from them o- 
iiherwife. - This being well underftood, .! 
imagine was the principal r.eafon for.the 
Company’s being at fo great an expence • 
in procuring their firmaun and' hulbul- 
hookuriis, which exempt the Conipany 
from thofe inconveniencies ; and likewife 
•of the great care that was . taken to -pre- 
■ ferve them in their full, force, by the 
treaties with Serajah Dowla, ‘and -Meer 
Jaffier Gav/n.' j 

Y 4 Before 
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Before I come to confider the dif- 
ferent articles of the, treaty, it is necef- 
fary to remark, tliat the Governor’s ar- 
guing, both in his letters and minutes, 
in fupport of this tranfadlion, is on a 
fuppofition, that the greatef: enormities 
have been and are committed by the Eng- 
liih gomaftahs throughout the country, 
to the great detriment of the Nabob’s 
revenues and government. But that this 
has not been the cafe 'will, I think, 
plainlyappearfrom the feveral complaints 
made againft them, being no furtlier iup- 
ported, than by the affertions of thofe by 
■whom made, and whofe intereft it was 
to make complaint, as fome excufe for 
their non-payment of ^yhat -was, demand- 
ed of them ; whereas, if there was any 
foundation for thefe complaints, it was 
fq.much in their power, and fo agreea- 
ble to, the prefent government, and the 
Prefident, that they ihould be. proved, 
.that they never could have wanted means 
•to haye done it} and likewife, by'the 
nuitiberlefs. .oppreffions that -our gomaf- 
. tahs and' people have fuifered .throughout 
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the coimtr)’’ for many montlis paft ; for 
it is not to be conceived, that people 
treated in the manner they have been,' 
could Jiavc it in their power to be guilty 
of thofe extravagant violences and enor- 
mities, which they are reprefen ted tohave 
been, by Mr. Vanllttart. Thus much pre- 
mifed, I iliall now confider Mr. Vanfit- 
tart’s written fecurity, or obligation to 
the Nabob, article by article. 

In the firft, Mr. Vanfittart has given 
up the right wliich the Company have by 
their hrmaun, hufbul-hookums and fub- 
fcquent treaties, of granting duftucks 
except for fliip merchandize, laid a tax 
of nine per cent, on all other traffick, 
and in a manner acknowledged, thafthc 
Englifli do carry on their trade by force 
or violence, extortion, or unfair dealing.' 

I THINK the Board could never have 
juflilied themfelves for giving up the 
Company’s privileges in this rhanner'; 
and of courfe that Mr. Vanfittart, uh- 
.authorized as he was to enter into any 
treaty, could have no right ' 'to do it/; 
but'fuppofe it otherwife, h'oW/was it’tb 
rri: be 
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'Be determined, which were, arid which 
■were not, fliip merchandize ? Mr. Van- 
‘fittart indeed, ''in'^a'fuhfe'qiierit' a:rticle, 
■has 'left that' to-be -determined by thofe 
Whofeihtereft' if niuft be to determine 
them not be fo. '’' In the arguments ufed 
'for ' the' tax of nine per cent, on the 
trade from one part of the country to 
another, it is throughout iniinuated, that 
this is lefs than what has been ufually 
■paidj arid Mr. Vanfittart fays', that on 
all the trade of this kind, that he has 
.'tarried oh iii fait, &c.‘he has paid the 
"cbuntry duties 5 but from my own know- 
ledge, as well as enquiry, I have reafoh 
'to think, that of the innumerable arti- 
cles traded in, in this way, only fait arid 
tobacto have paid any ; the' forrrier of 
which j by far' the mod; confiderable, ,I 
'believe laft- year, in a medium, "did not 
pay above ' three per cent; ' although we 
Submitted to' pay the eftabliflied country 
duties. Mr. 'Vanlittart, on being afked 
in Council laftTuefday, what thofe ar- 
ticles were 'that he meant by fait, 6cc. ? 
^replied only fait, for that he never trad- 
■; ' ed 
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cd in any other. •. How ill,- then is, l?is 
argument fupported jby his:; declaration 
when explahied?- On, tliej whole, I,; be- 
lieve, we, are . by, tliis., article, i inftead. of 
trading duty-free, which. I., think,. we 
have an undoubted right to,. loaded, with 
a duty more than double what is paid by 
the Dutch, Armenians, or any people of 
the country. 

.The acknowledging then, in a pub- 
lick writing, that the Englifli do carry 
on their trade by force or violence, ex- 
tortion or unfair dealing, as I imaging 
without any foundation for fuch .affer- 
tion, is fo hurtful to . the reputatiqn-pf 
the Englifli in this, country^ that,! look 
'on it in the fame light,, that I do .giving 
up the privileges of the firmaun. , , ,. 

By the fecond article, contrary to 
the privileges that the Englifli enjoy ,by 
.grants and treaties, themfelves. and go- 
' maftahs are fubjedled to the jurifdidion 
I of the meaneft officer that the Nabob em- 
ploys, .without the liberty of an appeal. 
.. .1 FIND fo many .objedtions of the fame 
nature as were made tpthelaff:,to be made 

to 
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to this, and ev6iy iftfticle of th'is’ treatyi‘“ 
' that I fhall ’Ohly teftiark on the whole 
of the remaining articlesi' that by being 
debarred the liberty of making falti we 
arc deprived of a privilege, that every 
perfon, Europeans ■ and others in, the 
country, have but ourfelves. 

That the giving up the right of 
coining in the diiFerent mints, is over- 
fetting a privilege granted from Delly. 

That the throwing die whole trade 
•of Affam and Rangamettee into the 
hands’ of one perfon, is a monopoly ihoft 
deftrudive to' trade, and more particu- 
larly, if what Mr. V anfittart advances be 
juft, 'that the duty on cotton alone in 
that country brings in a revenue' of 
46,000. rupees i which, if you fuppofe at 
live, per cent, muft be raifed on 800,006 
rupees worth; which, if thus monopo- 
lized, muft greatly raife the. price of that 
article,' and of courfe die price of cloth- 

Upon the whole, I think the written 
fecurity fliould be demanded of the Na- 
bob, and deftroyed, to prevent in future 
times, when our- affairs may not- Be in 
the 
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die florifliing fituation they are at 
prefent in Bengal, in regard to force, a 
bad ufe being made of it j : for, it is pro- 
bable, ■ that the government would, in 
cafe of having the upper hand in the 
couritr}'-, riiake ufe of it to invalidate the 
privileges the Englifli enjoy by their hr, - 
maun, hulbul-hookums, and treaties. 

In anfwcr to queftion the ill, I iay. 
Yes. ■ . 

T o queftion the 2d, No. . 

To queftion the 3d, Yes. 

. T 0 queftion the 4tli, Tliat certificates' 
jfliould be given after the duties are paid, 

T o queftion the 5th, Not at all. f 
- , In anfwer to queftion the 6 th,, I fay, 
as formerly, agreeable to the .firmaun, 
but.tliat apian be laid down by the 
Board, to prevent any injuries being 
done by the Englifli gomaftahs,. and for 
punifliing them that are. guilty, which 
I think may be well done by a commit-; 
tee appointed for that purpofe, who 
fliould ; receive all complaints and ap- 
peals from fubordinates, or the, agents 
pfiding, with, authority of the Board, in 

tliofe 
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thbfe ’quarters; ' ^lid "bxamiHe-tKem 
as It ' appears ' tKat-^gireat ■ part j = if ■' riot the, ' 
whole, of the troubles'thaf' have hap-’" 
pehed to the Englifli, - and '' their goma'f- ’ 
tahs bflatb, ' are 'o wing to thd' 'orders ferit 
overthe cotin try by the Nabob, I' think 
it highly neceffary, that we have alway s 
a fenior fervant, refident with the Na~ 
bob, who thouid be acquainted with all 
orders' regarding the Englifh.- ' This' I 
think we have' a' tight to demand, and' 
is'what we tllould infift on, as it will’ih' 
future prevent our fo' long being igho- 
rafif = of the ' 'fource of oUr troubles', '^ 5 ' 
we have lately been. 

Mr: J o H N S T o N E thinks, the Preh-i 
dent’s letter to the Nabob, containing^ 
the hew regulations he intended to' efta- 
blifh, is from its abjeiSt * ilile,' as well 
as cohceffibns, highly difhdnorable to us, 
and fuch as could not fail of ruining out 
trade and influence, and reducing us 
lower than ever the Englifli were yet at 
any period in this country 3 , that the 

Prefident. 

The ft'ilc of this letter is the fame always ufed- 
in addircfTcs to the Nabob. ■ ' '* ■ • - ' 
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Prefident without authority, oi\any ur-?; 
gent iiecej(iity that; yet appears, or can be , 
conceived, refigned.to the Nabob thpfe 
rights and privileges , , we . are entitled 'to 
by. the firmaun,. and, fubfequent treaties, -, 
and have hitherto enjoyed by virtue of-, 
them, ift. By diftinguhliing the Com-r 
pany’s trade from that of their fervants, 
and agreeing to an exorbitant duty of. 
nine per cent, on all articles of the in-- 
land trade, without diftindion or exa- 
mination of what had ufually been paid 
on any of thofe articles at the different 
fubordinates, eftablifliing, the, .rule upon, 
that paid by the gentlemen of Lucky-/ 
poor though expreffly mentioned by 
theni to,, be more than- what was paid 
at Dacca, and known to ■ be above .dou-^ 
ble the duty paid heretofore at Hoogly j 
and though fait was the only, article in 
his own private inland trade, that the 
Prefident remembers to have ever paid 

1' . , • . - any 

It has been (hewn ' already in page 140, that 
the duty paid at Luckypoor upon fait was fifteen 
per cent, and on beetle-nut ten ; whereas the regu- 
lations propofed by me fixed it at nine per cent. 
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any -■ duty on bcfore^this time, adly, In 
fubjcding the Englifh and their gomaf- 
tahs under the authority of the Moors 
courts of judicature, contrary to the 
privileges wc have ever enjoyed, of pro- 
tedting thofe employed under us,' and 
being ourfelvcs the judges of their ac->- 
tionsj tlic many ill confequenccs of 
which, and the entire lofs of that cre- 
dit and pre-eminence we have ever main- 
tained,. is evident to every body,- of 
which we have had ample proof, jfince 
the circulation of the regulations in eve- 
ry quarter, by the abufe of the po^Ver 
fo eagerly put into their hands, by the 
iloppage of our trade, and attacks open- 
ly made on thofe entitled to our protec- 
tion. 3diy, By prohibiting at once, with- 
out reafon, or ever confultingthe Board, 
the Company’s fervants at the factories 
of Luckypoor, Iflamabad, &c. from 
' making “f- falt-works themfelves, which 
> is 

• I faid it was the only article’ of inland trade, 
•I recolleftcd to have ever, dealt in. • ' 

f This was fo. far from being v/ithout reafon, 
that the Board have fmee agreed- to eftablilh that 
very limitation which I had propofed, finding, that 
the trade could not be fo carried on without in- 
juring the rights of others. ' 
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is a liberty not denied to any native of 
the country 3 and by which their for- 
tunes have been, and are endangered, as 
no time was allowed for colledting in 
the money they had laid out ^ and the 
balances due could only be recovered, by 
receiving the fait from the molungees 
they had employed. The article order- 
ing without any limitation, that all pur- 
chafes of lands, made by any of the fer- 
vants of our factories, fliould be refign- 
ed, was, I think unjuft and di/Iionora- 
ble to us; as if our fervants, where they 
paid the due demands to the government, 
were not entitled to our protedion. 

The article directing, that the chiefs 
and fervants of the fa6lories, are not 
to hinder the weavers and brokers of the 
government, has been confidered as giv- 
ing full power to the Nabob’s officers 
over thofe people, and may turn to the 
ruin of the Company’s inveftment, as 
•appears by the proceedings of Mahomed 
Allee at the Dacca aurungs. 

VoL, II, ' ' 'Z 


The 
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Th’e '.foregoing; the- privilege ,we ha^ ■ ' 
of coinirig’ in,\'the ''mm'ts - 6f Patna and • 
Dacca,’ while - ho“ provifion- -was- made 
for ' the ^ currency of ‘our liccas at thofe • 
places' without difcoiint, was -yielding ; 
up-?#hat the Conapany could demand of - - 
right. ' ' • . ■ ' ' • ‘ 

Ordering' all 'purchafes at GWalpa- ■’ 
rah; to be made entirely through the' 
Nabob’s 'droga,' was an infringCmeht-’of ' ' 
^our iights of a free trade in that quaf-i''- 
teff^hd 'againit the treaty With Jaffier' 
Alice' C^wn, by which we are-free frord^ - 
being even obliged to buy hy -the inter- 
vention of delolis.- ' ■ 

'•The '- minute of the' Board the lytlf * 
of - January,' on the •• proceedings ' of ' the-^ 
Prefidentj therefore to me appears 'Welt- 
grdunded, arid I think thfe treaty- ought' 
to -'be recovered from the Nabob and' 
deftroyedj thatfobada precedent -may 
never be eftablidied and lifed againH uSi-- 
' Next, in regard to the queftions pro- 
pofed, I think, ' ■ - < 

"First, That by virtue of ' the ’fir-' 
maun, hufbul-hookums, and- thetiCaties- 

■ with 
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with ■ Serajah Dowla and Meer Jaffier 
Alice Cawn, the Company, and their 
fen^ants, have a right, without any re- 
ftridlion or limitations, to trade in and 
grant duftucks for every -article, whether 
for foreign or inland trade. Our having 
been reftrifted by the power of the fu-, 
balls before the revolution, from the 
full enjoyments of thefe rights, can ne- 
ver be urged as a good argument to inva- 
lidate them, when we became powerful 
enough to alTert them. They were efta- 
bliflied as fully and clearly as could be, 
exprefled in the publick treaties . then 
concluded, and in funnuds and duftucks 
afterwards in confequence by Serajah 
Dowla and Jaffier Alice Cawn, for the 
uninterrupted currency of our trade, thro’ 
the indifputable authority of the duf- 
tiick, wherever it v/as granted.. And 
thefe funnuds > were not merely for fuch 
quarters^, where the Company had fac- 
tories and, aurungs, but comprehended 
alfo all the diftant frontier provinces, 
where they had. not the leaft trade of 
any kirid, as Rungpoor, Poorneea, Ran- 
. . - Z a gamettee. 
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gamettqe, Dinagepqor,; Sjlhet, See, and 
Jaffier Alice Cawn yet . agrees, tliat lie 
underftood the treaty in this fenfe, that 
\yh,ercycr a Cornpany’s duftuck was grant- 
ed, no duty could ever be demanded 
If cuftoni, and what privileges we en- 
joyed under the Moors government be- 
fore the revolution, are to.be.ellablijfhed, 
as what only we have a right to trade -in 
now,, by .virtue of our grants, Firmaun, 
..there is fcarce .an article of. the 
grulF, .trade, whether for. export, or. conr 
fumptipn in Calcutta, and , other-places 
in the: kingdom, but we muftgive iip.j' 
' for it is known, we.could.not. profelfedly- 
in. our, own names trade in thefe,articleSj>, 
tho’ v/illing tp pay the duties and arbitrary? 
extortions required on fuch ;occalions. 
The various other articles ,of, SfrufF are, 

i/,,. . .. • 

' That Meer Jaffier, when confulted -on any- 
point of debate between us and.his fuccefibr,. flipuld 
Join in fuch an opinion, as was mofti likely to, ia- 
flame and encreafe our difputes, was very natu- 
ral ; but v/hat was his real opinion on' thls’ifubjeAi'" 
when he- was again placed- in- the' governmfcht,J is- 
plain, .from the demand v/hich -he has Tince made,-, 
diat we fliould exclude ourfel yes from the fame trade. 



^r'anfadlms in Bengal. 341 

not more particularized, or CNccptc'd in 
my treaty or Firmaiin, &:c. than the two 
articles of lalt and tobacco,- and liavc 
been ever fince the treaty with Scrajali 
Dowla carried on with the Company’s 
dufluck. That we have acquiefeed in 
paying duty on the finglc article of hilt, 
and paffing it with the lliahbundar’s 
rowana at Calcutta, Dacca, and Lucky- 
poor, fliould not now, I think, weigh 
with us to continue it, when our rights 
arc called in quertaon, and we arc bound 
to fupport them in their full extent. A- 
bovc all, as this article is the produce of 
the Company’s own lands at the Calcutta 
perganalis, Chittagong, Midnapoor, Jal- 
lafore, and Burdwan ; and as it makes a 
confiderablc branch of their revenue, it 
ought as much as poflibic to be protedled 
and encouraged, inftcad of being oppref- 
fed with new taxes, exceeding above 
double what it has yet paid. As for the 
article of tobacco, no duftuck from the 
government has , ever been taken, and 
tlie:duty paid on it has never been de- 
foanded', ' till after its arrival at Dacca 5 
■ ' * ' ' Z, 3 and 
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and at Coffimbuzar the Company ’s duf- 
tuclcs have always been granted, and 
never difputed. for this article. 

Second, .1 think, ‘therefore, that the 
government Have no right to demand 
that, or any other duties where the duf- 
tuck is granted j' and that it fliould 'be 
■ now granted on fait and tobacco, as it 
has been hitherto for beetle-nut, rice, 
ghee, opium, fugar, &c. 'articles con- 
fumed in the country as well as exported. 
'' ' Third, Thofe European inhabitants, 
'’’ who by the Company's diredliohs ' are 
hot entitled to duftucks, ihould not be 
freed from paying the duties ; yet when 
th'efe, are y difeharged, for the ' eafe of 
traded, I think ' a pafiport, dr certificate 
from the Pfeildent, might accompany 
' , the rdwana' of the buxbuiidef. 

’ . Fourth^' The'Englifh go'maftalK, in. 

any part of the three prdvmces^ fliould 
' ' be'fubjedted in no manner to the jurifdic- 
. tion of the country government. They 
'are not, in my opinion, more thaii their 
priheipys to be accountable to them. I 
' believe they never were/ and ho ' hep 

could 
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-.could, p.ofTibly^ have, been taken ..more 
furely to ruiii pur trade, influence and 
refpedt in the .country,, than^ acknow- 
ledging them . our- abfolute mafters. and 
judges. The Company have ever„pro- 
tedted their gomaftahs, and thofe of 
their fervants. While we have fubordi- 

i I 

nate fadtories, and a fixed government 
here, juftice may always be had wjien 
complaints are well grounded, and can 
be proved by the government’s depen- 
dents j nor need we be fiartled with 
thofe laid before us, but from the fub- 
, jedt, exaggeration and groundleflhefs of 
mofl: of them, conceive what a ftate of 
wretched dependence we.fliouldfall into, 

. were we liable to be called upon for 
every fuch like abfurd complaint, pre- 
ferred to the country government.. In 
thofe more diftant quarters, where the 
Company have no fadtpriesj the trade is 
f generally , managed by gentlemen, who 
;;have had. the approbation pf the, Board, to 
,[go , up the r country, and . given . fe.curity 
. for,, . their; gppd behavior y and .tjhey . may 
p, bejjprefumedvinore to be. .depeni^ed on, 
iO.), - 24“ for 
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for dstermining equitably any dilputes 
about points of trade (which is all they; 
fbbuld, or need,', have any; conneflion ' 
with) than any zemindarree court. Ah, 
appeal might neverthelefs . always' lie 
from them to . the neareft. fubordinate j 
and . when fuch perfohs are publickly 
known to have the permiffion and au- 
thority of the Board, to whom they are: ■ 
accountable, they may, without any new- 
regulation or innovation, carry on their • 
trade to the. fatisfadtion of the people,' , 
and. without any detriment to, or inters 
■feringwith, tlie colledionof the revenues.' 

Mr. Haftings’j- Opmmi. 

'My name already appearing ,to the . 
letter' propofing the regulations, which 
form the fubftance of the Prefident’s let- 
ter to the Nabob, it will hardly- be ex-- 
pedted of me to. join in the hardi and 
urirherited cenfure, pall -upon them , by 
the members which then forxned the; 
Board, I at that time regarded thefe, 
regulations, not as a conceffion of, any,, 
iicw rights to the Nabob, .but as a con- 
• - firmation 
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firmation of thofe which he held by the 
treaties already in force;- nor has any 
tiling appeared fince to malce me change 
that opinion. 

My fentiments upon the extent of 
our duftuck, and the privilege of our 
gomaftahs, I diall give fully hereafter^ 
obferving only in this place, that iri fet- 
tling the duties on the inland trade at 
nine per cent, the Governor only fixed 
the rate, which was before variably le- 
vied with continual difputes, to the great 
detriment of the fair trader ; and in this 
he adled in ftrift conformity to the plain 
and literal inftrudlions of the Board, 
whatever fenfe they were intended to 
convey. 

The Prelident has fo fully explained, 
the motives and reafons for this tranfacr 
tion, that it is needlefs for me to take, 
up the time of the Board with a repeti- 
tion of them. Upon the whole, I de-.. 
dare it as my opinion, that the regu- , 
lations ih queftion were calculated in the 
beft manlier to put our trade upon .a pro-, 
per footing, to diiiinguifh ourrights from 

‘ ‘ thofe 
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i -tHofe of the Nabob, -to preferve the Eng~ 
f' -lifli name from.reproach, ,and the affairs 
'-■-of the Company from; fuffcring by con- 
: :.tmual difputes and contentions, in which 
" they had no con'cern.' - 

' T o nnderftand the meaning of any 
treaty, where the expreffions are doubt- 

• ful or defective, recourfe fliould be had 

• to the circUmftances of the parties con- 
cerned at the time in which they were 
made. ’ Regarding the Firmaun in this 

flight, we ihall make no fcruple to pro- 
..^nounce, that the Company could not, 
•When they obtained that grant from- the 
court of Dellyi underftand it to . extend 
beyond their own trade, or include, pri- 
vileges, . of which they could not make 

■ any ufe, and which (I may add) -they 
never 'dreamt of. The commerce in 

• imports and ’ exports ever bounded (as 
' of neceffity it muft) their concerns in 

this country. For the encouragement 
of a trade fb beneficial to the country 
' and its revenues, the court,’ at 'that time, 

■ in its moft flourifhing ftate, andfupport- 

' led^by wife and able minifters,- indulged 
n:niiLr ['^ ' the 
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.the Company ‘With the ffeedom, rwhich 
they petitioned; for,: from- duties;. Then 
the trade, ihTuch:commodities-ias were 
produced and ' fold in ; ‘the co'unfryi; . was 
entirely confined to the natives.; /They 
were either' farmed out. Where they were 
confiderable enough to make an article 
in the publick- revenueSj <or circulated 
through the province by the poorer, fort 
of people, to whom, whilfi; they afford- 
ed a fubfiflence, they at the fame time 
added to the income of the ftate, bythe 
' duties gathered upon them. Let us fup- 
' pofe, the Company’s agents had petition- 
'■ ed for the liberty of trading in thefe' ar- 
ticles, without paying dutiesv • Can it 
be conceived, that the government could 
have been fo blind to its own interefts, 
as to have given a privilege to ftrangers, 
which would have enabled them to mo- 
. nopolize the whole trade of the coun- 
. ; try, to impoverifh the natural fubjedts, 

- ■ 1: and. exhaufi: the countiy of its wealth, 
without making any adequate return for 
it ? .‘The privileges, therefore claimed by 
vthe Company, > and allowed by the ;go- 

vernment. 
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vejrjiment,; were., originally ■ deligned ' by 
both, for fuch a trade only as was car- 
ried; on. by the. former, j that is, in goods 
brought into the: country, or purchafed 
in lit, for. exportation. In effeft, it was 
ever limited to thatj nor can it be proved, 
that the duftuck was ever allowed to pafs. 
for any other, from the firft attainment 
of. this grant, : till the death of Serajah- 
Dowla. , .The. Company, in their ftand- 
ing orders before that time, prohibit' 
their feryants. from meddling with what- 
v/er|iaye now termed the inland trade,. 
andjOameTt illicit 5 nor can any diife-; 
rence of power fince, convey to us a -right 
fr om former treaties,which we confeiiedly 
wanted before. Tho’, iince the reftora- 
tion of , the , Company’s privileges, we 
have by degrees dealt in the inland trader 
yet it .was always with a tacit acknow- 
ledgment of the invalidity of our duf- 
tuck for that trade, having generally 
paid the government a duty thereon s 
and where it was attempted without itjit . 
has been conftantly the fubjedt of com- 
- plaintsC 
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plaints and oppofitioii' on the part of the' 
Nabob’s officers. = ’ 

: I AM .well aware of one bbjedibn',’ 
which I have frequently heard repeated^ 
in thecourfeof tlie debates upon this fiib^- 
jeft, and which it may be proper in' tliis- 
place to reply to; I mean, that We' 
ffiould.not be. too rigorous in calling in' 
queftion our own privileges ; but where ' 
the fenfe of a treaty is not fufficiehtly 
clear, interpret it in fuch .manner, .^as' 
may tend to our own advantage, leav- 
ing it to others to .difpute it ; and that 
therefore, as the Firmaun gives us a’ge-'- 
neral right to trade duty-free, without 
mentioning any exceptions, we ffiould 
infift on a free trade in every thing, with- 
out exception. Without examining this' 
principle, I ffiall only fay, that if it be juft . 
at all, it can only be fo, where the points 
contefted for are of real importance ; 
but, where they are either trivial in tliem- 
felves, or have a pernicious tendency, it 
muft be an abfurdity to infift upon them, 

■ • I -MU, ST now beg leave, for the firft- 
time,:' to diftinguiffi between the in- 

terefts 
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terejfls of the Company, and that of in- 
dividuds, which -I ain afraid have been 
too much confounded in thefe' de- 
bates. That the Company wiil hot fuf- 
fer by a reftriftion of the duftuck to the- 
foreign merchandize is manifeft y hnce 
with that reftridtion it will anfwer every 
purpofe for -which they want it. , Be-' 
fides, the odium, which a monopoly, fd 
injurious to the natural rights of the 
country merchants, muft unavoidably 
Gaft'Upori theEnglilh name ; and theper- 
petual jealoufies, which from experience 
we 'know it to be attended with, prove, 
tliat this privilege is, in effect, highly 
prejudicial to the real intere/l, as well 
as honour, of the Company. As they 
have been pleafed to permit us to fhare 
■vVith them the benefit of- the duftuck, 
W’-e may' fiirely content ourfelves with' 
the enjoyment of that privilege,- within 
the -tame bounds to which they have li- 
mited the'mfelves. To ■ attempt to ex- - 
tend it beyond that; and for the fake of 
ouf own private ^advantages,- to make- ■ 
this 'appoint of conceft .with the power ' ' 
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in^dliance with the Company, , is both a,; ?, 
violation of -juftiG6j and> a breach of;the';h 
duty which -.we,, owe to pur: employers, j.v, 
M.y opinion .then; upon the three firili,:; 
queftions before us, is, - -.j 

First, That we can;claim .no rightrf^ 
from the Firrnaun (nor of courfe the fub-; 
fequent treaties, which were ..buti in- 
tended .as copies of that, in the articles,' • 
regarding our commerce), to an exemp-;.{ 
tion. from duties on any but foreign.-, 
trade .5 that is, in goods ,, imported,, or,-;: 
carried out of the country. ■. .-j.--;,,; 

,,S E c o N D, That duties . ought . to, be 
paid to the country govcrnnient on fait, * ' 
beetle-nut,, and other articles which .are.: 
produced and fold in the country. And, . 

Third, That of courfe the duftjack, 
Ought not to be given for thefe articles.; 
but that they pafs wdth a rowana, . or . 
certificate, from the officer of the cuf* 
toms, in the' fame manner with the 
goods, belonging to other merchants. 

:.The fourth article I deem altogether 
unnecelTary, whether we trade in fait , 
wdth the;Gompany’s duftuck, or as other' 

, .oi merchants 



3^2 Narr^ative g/" 

merchants without one 5 the dufttick he-^ 
ing a Tufficient diftindion in the firil’ 
cafe, and the latter requiring none. ' ' 
■My opinion' upon the ^fifth queftion 
is, that the EnglifH gomaftahs, ihevdy 
part of the three provinces, whether in’ 
the diftrids of the -Nabob, or the Com-- 
pany, ihall be fubjed to the authority 
of the - magiftrate ;• but with this dif- 
tindion to be obfdved between' private 
gomaftalis,^ and thbfe of the Company / 
that the former fliall be equally account- 
able to' the magiftrate for any mifde- 
meahor, with' any one of the Nabob’s 
fubjed's that fhall, at any time, relide 
in' the ■ territory of the Company; nor 
enjoy any ad-v^antages above other mer- 
chants, but fuch only ' as the Fir'maun 
gives them, viz. that their goods jQiall 
pafs- duty-free, wherever they have the 
protedion of the ‘diiftuck ; the magif* 
trates fhall not oppofe, but affift them in 
the ■ recovery of their jufl debts, nor 
fuffer any one to injure or opprefs them. 
But as the Company’s gomaftahs have a 
weightier charge, and are none of them 

fituated. 
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fjtuatcd at fucli a diflance from the Com- 
pany’s factories, but that complaints a- 
gainfl; them may be both eafily heard 
and fpcedily rcdrcfTed, it fliould be only 
permitted to the magiflrate to oppofe 
them in tlie adtual commiffion of any 
violence, or the affumption of any rights 
not belonging to them : but in any dif- 
putes with tlieir immediate dependents, 
fuch as the \yeavers, pykars, or delolls, 
in their fervice, he fliall not interfere, 
otherwife than, by affifting them in car- 
r)dng their complaints to the Prefidcn- 
cy, or the fadlories to which the gomaf- 
tah belongs, for- redrefs.. But the go- 
maftah iliall not therefore protect his own 
dependents from any lawful claims of 
the government, nor their perfoiis from 
juftice in any criminal cafes. 

This to me appears the only equita- 
ble method for preventing any mifbeha- 
vior in our people, or difputes between 
them- and the Nabob’s. If the magif- 
trate at any time diould abufe his autho- 
rity, the Nabob fhould be required^ up- 
on proof, to difmifs him from his office, 
VoL. II. A a 


or 
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or.dnflid .any other punilhmeiit,:.fuitable 
•to the degree of :the offence. If this 
j-^uftice, fo effential to the Nabob's own 
intereft, and the - tranquility . of the 
country, be refufed ; or from the dif- 
; tance of his refidence, cannot be timely 
obtained, we have always the fneans in 
our own power, when fuch extraordina- 
ry occafions may demand it, to vindicate 
our, rights, and call the infringers of 
, them to juflice. 

From the peculiarity of the times, 
-,and a natural propenfity in the weaker 
plrt of mankind, to run from one ex- 
treme to another, it has unfortunately 
happenedi that the power fuddenly plac- 
ed in the hands of the Nabob’s; ofRcds, 
for' the protedtion of his peoplcj- has 
been fo extravagantly abufed, - as to give 
occafion to a perfuafion in -many, .-that 
no. power can with fafety beitrufted; in 
their hands. • As 1 have ' formerly lived 
amongfl the country people in a veryih- 
, ferior ftation *, and at a time when we 
■ ' Iri’.were 

A junior fervant of the Coiupariy at the'filk 
surungs. 
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. were fubjcft.to- the moft flavifli :depen- 
..dence on the governiaicnt';.and have met 
.,with the greateft indulgence^ and- 1 even 
. refpedi', from the zemindars and iofficers 
ipf the government, I can, witli 'the 
greater confidence, deny the juftice of 
this opinion j and add further from fe- 
.peated experience, ■ that if • our people, 
inftead of eredting themffelves into’ lords 

- and oppreflbrs of the country, confine 
themfelves to an honefl: and fair' trade, 
■and fubmit themfelveg to the lawful au- 
••'tliority of the government, they v/ilhbe 

every where courted and fefpedted. "The 
Englilh name, indead.; of . becoming a 
reproach, will be imiverfally revered ; 
'.the country will reap a benefit from our 
; commerce j and the. power of the Eng- 
,lifii, vdiich is now made.' a bugbear,- rt;o 
ifi'ighten the. poor inhabitants into a fub- 
•^^miflion to injury and oppreffion, will -he 
; 'X-egarded by them as their greated bief- 

- ifing and protedlion. . . ; : 

.v: .’It; is'-asdmpoffible.for any date -to 
o;fubfid with a divided power as with 
•:i Jioiie.t- vOur-'ferva’nts are as likely at lead 

A a 2 . to 



't&^'rnake ah iir'ufe'df their power as the 
'Nabob’s are, but are riot' ib eafily to' be 
reftfained;.' ‘ In- •^/hofe* hands, thei'eforei 

•S'* • i ‘ *■’ * 

can ■ it be fo properly lodged,' 'as in' thofe 
of^the government 'to whomif belongs ? 
'Jd'tak'e frdm''therh that right (a right' 
%hich we Ihould liever fuffer to be con- 


tejfled in- our own diftridts) will be to in- 
troduce oppreflion, rapine, and anarchy 
-into "the 'country, -which we are engaged 
t#pr6te<5t :';arid- whatever temporary ad- 
■fahtagesrihdmduals 'may gain from fuch 
a- Tcerie' 'of troubles, the affairs of the 
"Gdrrijp’ahy rriuft infallibly fuffer by it,*df 
ndi be involved in one common ruin with 


"■the- country. That this confequehce may 
"riot appear • too -forcibly dra\vn, 'permit 
“ hie' to- add' it has been obferved/- that 
the- ^wifell -arid' moft perrriarieHf-^ffates 
''%'ave- evef left to conquered -nations '/the 
y^ercife'of their oWn laws l- 'andby/tHat 
•' means Thfured- ’ their 'fiibjedtidriv • -TKe 
power tvhfch we have acquired 'in' thefe 
“ provinces, has ' reduced' therh^ tb-'d^'-cdn- 
■''ditibri as -nearly refembling’a-dqriqueft, 
"'^slt'i's for our intereff'tdWilKif^f^bhtdf 


we 
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wc take fo ungenerous, as well as im- 
politic an advantage of their weak- 
jicfs, as to put it into the power of every 
banyan, who calls himfclf an Englilb 
fervant, to tyrannize over the inhabi- 
tants without controul ; this is not only 
to deprive them of their own laws, ; but 
to refufe them even the benefit of an 3 ^ 
Mr. Cartier gives it as his opinion, 
that the Prcfidcnt’s letter to the Nabob 
was in every rcfpedl; improper, and na- 
iturally tended, from the conceffions con- 
tained tlierein, to bring upon the Eng- 
lifli.namc a diferedit and. real difgracc. 
The, late violences, as well as iniolenccs 
committed by .the natives, are a .certfiin 
argument of its impropriety, and Ayhich 
: were ’clearly forefecn tlie very inftant. the 
faid letter was made publick i;,that..the 
hope , given, them of being conflituted 
judges and arbitrators, of all difputes 
...that might happen in the intercourfe.of 
nOur bulinefs, gave caufe to the many.in- 
„ conveniencics ,and tyranny, that we. have 
iatelyi/fufferedi-and do fuffer. .Thejfub- 
ijedling us'to fuclr, a. controul, wouM ha.ve 
; . ^3-3 eftedually 



effedlualiy 'deflroyed oiir influeriCe arid 
reputation Vin the ' country/ arid Would 
unavoidably have led us, ' fro hi the ' ihani-' ' 
fold ppprelTidhs' we ihould liaVe fell uri-' 
def hy fuch reghlatiohs tiki ri^ place, to the 
ft'edeffity bf taking up arrrisforthe ipdrefs 
of tliofe grievances, which every menibef 
of the coldriy muft have felt by fo atbi- 
trary a juiifdietion. As it is, the evil is 
fpread wide, ' and has acquired ■ fuch 
ftrengthj that no other methods I doubt, 
but forcible dries, will be able to reriiove 
it. He cahriOt' think the members of the 
Board gave, or intended giving a dir'edfc 
corifent to the Prefident’s entering into 
a treaty with the Nabob, on pdints fd 
very interefting to our privileges j 'nor 
did they' imagine fuch a ftep was any 
ways neceffary ; but what he thinks 
moll condcmhable is, that the faid regu- 
lations, previous to the approbation or 
difapprobation of the Board, were rnade 
knov/ri to the Nabob, and the fame 
ordered by him to his different officers 
to be carried into execution, before fiicli 
agreement could have the concurrence' of 

the 
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the feveral members of the Council. He 
is likewife of opinion, that the faid re- 
gulations, and tlie faid letter to the Na- 
bob, were in no refpeft agreeable to the 
tenor and Ipirit of our Firmaun, and the 
fubfequent. treaties entered into with 
the Nabobs Serajali Dowla and.Meer 
Jaffier, but would have been the nieans 
of confining our privileges into much 
narrower bonds, than our grants and trea^ 
ties aje intended to reftrain us in.; ’> 

First,. On. the extent and true mean- 
ing of the Firmaun, and all fubfequent 
treaties. ; 

Mr. Cartier thinks, that by- the 
privileges invefted in us by our Fir-, 
maun, hufbul-hookums, and our late 
treaties, our trade is .under no limitation 
whatever,, either in foreign or inland 
commodities ; that the want formerly of 
power ..to afiTert the immunities of the 
Firmaun, cannot, ashe imagines, be con- 
flrued to an abfolute and entire depri- 
vation, of, them. This reafon now no lon- 
ger, exifling, .we ought to afihrt our pri- 
vileges to. their fullefi; intent and latitude^ 
A a 4. nor 
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nor fubmit to the capricious condud and 
encroaching behavior of the country go- 
vernment. i 

; Secondly^ Onthetrade in fait and to- 
bacco, he can have no objedion to the 
payment of an equitable duty, more par- 
ticularly as we have hitherto both at the 
Prefidency, and the fadories of Dacca 
and Luckypoor, fubmitted to pay on 
one or both of thefe articles i but let 
that be fixed at a medium of what has 
been paid at the different fettlements j 
and furthermore bei. confidered as a con- 
ceffion made the Nabob, and not claim- 
ed as. a right, paid as a thing, 'which 
cuftom has eflabliflied, and not to be 
confirmed by any treaty. 

Thirdly, If it is allowed, that the 
trade in fair and tobacco, is in every re- . 
fped agreeable to ourFirmaun privileges, 
he. fees no reafon, why a duftuck fhould 
not be granted for thofe articles, as well 
. as for all others 5 'tho’,' at the fame time, 

- as a duty may probably be laid on thofe 
. two articles, they fhould be accoiripaiii- 
cd.'by the buxbundar,: or ther-fliahhun- 

' dar’s , 
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dar’s receipt, toafeertain, that full duties 
have been paid, and tliat nothing further 
is to be demanded on any account. . 

Fouktiilv, As certificates have been 
granted indifcriminatcly to the fervants 
of the Company, .as v.'cli as to the in- 
habitants of Calcutta, he tliinks the fame 
fliould be continued to tlie latter, oh 
their application to the Prefident, on 
producing the buxbundar’s receipt for 
duties paid ; tho’, at the fame time, the 
.duty.ilipulatcd and agreed upon, to be 
levied on thefe branches of trade, the 
property of Company’s fervants, tliould 
ferve as no regulation for what may be 
demanded from them. 

Fifthly, The nature of the govern- 
-ment in every part of Indoftan, being 
in all refpcdls opprcflive and venah; and 
tlic dccifion of all caufes, depending 
more on the ability of the parties engag- 
ed in bribing their judges; than the le- 
gality of them; it canfcarcelybe thought 
even equitable, that the ferv^^ants and go- 
moflahs in our employ, fliould, on any 
comblaint.or mifdeineanor, be fubjedb.to 

their 
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tKeir ■ detcrminatioHi, ■' ■ ' It ■ is likewife: 
known truth, that in every difpute conr 
cerhihg- property ■ and money-matters, a 
fourth part is appropriated, for the, fer- 
vice^of the goverrirnent and officers. This 
probably might not be infifted upon from 
usi though its ;not being fo would, in all 
likelihood, he rather prejudicial than the 
contrary, ■ as the other party . might be 
fubjedt to the ellabliffied cuftom of the 
country, which if fo, it mijft appear to 
every one.- what a fuperior induende 
would- he acquired on that fide. But 
even independent of' this cuftom, and 
fhould' it not be expeded or demanded 
from either party, yet the "integrity of 
our propofed judges is fo little allowed 
of, that it would be the higheft' abfurdi- . 
ty to expedt it,' or even to fubmit to 
tlieir having the Icaft power or authority- 
over our people. Should this be ever 
permitted, it will not be prefumptioh 
to declare, that we may then begin to 
date the commencement -of our declin- 
ing influence in the country, . and it 
would mofi; ' certainly be 'produdtivc- of 
V • continual 
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continual broils, fliould we have fpirit 
fufficient remaining* to refent. the in-r 
juftice and indignities we mull in fuch u. 
fituation be expofed to. 

Sixth L TjTho’ he thinks it improper to 
allow the oihcers of the government any, 
kind of controul over our gomaftahs, yet 
he is ■ far from wifliirig their ■ actions’ 
fliould be- in any refped: uncontroulable.- 
Let .the perfon injured, if not in our eih- 
ploy, lay his icomplaint before the ma~' 
giftrate of the dift'rid he. is in,, to be by 
him forwarded with the complainant to 
the Prefident, or Chief and Council .of 
the different , fadtoriesj; as', may be 'mofl: 
near , the diflridl which the complai.iit 
comes from; when the gomaftah fo, com- 
plained againft, fliall be ordered down to 
juftify himfelf, as to the accufation lodg- 
ed againft him. Should the complaints 
arife in parts diftant from either the Pre- 
- fidency. or the fadories, he thinks a con- 
fidence might be repofed in the gentle- 
men- employed as. .our agents in tliofe 
parts, as - they are men .of charader, and 
their appointrnents-.have been approved 
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by the members of the Board > and each 
depended upon to feltle” the complaints 
brought ■’aga'ihft ‘ their, own'l gomaftahs. 
Should this hot be approvedf/he ban.on- 
ly propo'fe the method .pointed out as to 
the determination of thofe dilputes, that 
hiay happen in ' the neighborhood of- 
the different fettlementsj or by anaumeen 
•properly authorized to make an enquiry 
into" them,' ■ Itis neceffary we fhould be-^ 
Obme our own judges in all difputesi 
in which we may poffibly be concerned. 
'Moh; true it is, it has not the moft equi- 
'table appearance, ■ but every gentleman 
ihuft be convinced, how highly effefitial 
fiich a privilege is, for the fupporting our 
influence, arid avoiding the chicanery 
arid perplexities of a Moorijfh Court. ' 

' ' And he cannot help thinking, ; butra 
power fo lodged in our hands, is liable 
• to lefs abufes, and 'will be exercifed with 
■the* ftridtefl; impartiality^' notwithfland-^ 
ing'we may in fome refpedts be interefl:- 
;ed in the decifion of the caufe.. ■ 
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. ...ii^r.wBUlersV 

The' iirft 'part of the'jBrefideAt’s letr 
ler to the Nabob contains the agreement 
>for our paying a duty-.of nine per cent; 
on all articles for inland trade.-. The 
Firmaun, and fubfequent treaties, . are 
certainly the only guides, which can en- 
able us to form a proper, judgment -on 
this fubjedt, and having given the great^ 
attention to them, when read at-the 
Bpard laft Council-day, , 1 1 think ; .they 
give us an undoubted right to. trade d.uiyi 
■free in all commodities whatever,- either 
for foreign or inland trade, upon the con- 
•fideration ,of our paying- annuallyjthe 
:pefhcufli therein ftipulated in lieu there- 
of. . Thefe being my fentiments of the 
.meaning of the Firmaun, &c, it, follows 
•,df courfe, that I muft difapprove of the 
'Prefident’s entering into an Agreement, 
which: fp evidently deprives us. of one, of 
-the^greateft - advantages we have gained 
thereby,. -and particularly of his, having 
done it on the bare, fippofitioh, that it 
'would be approved .by the, other mem- 
“ ' bers 
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‘"bers'of the ' Board. ' However, -as - the 
■{Nabob’s revenues v/6uid'fufFeri were- we ' 

; to' carry on bur cbnimefce of every kind ■ 
'without -''paying any -dufies y i I think ' it 
would ■ be .proper, ’ that'' fpme reafonable ' 
. cbnlidepation 'iliould - be" made him for 
the privilege of the inland trade; but 
that he Ihbuld at the fame time be made 
fenfible,. that he -is by no means eriti-r ■ 
tied- thereto, and that it is ' entirely a 
.mark of favour. ‘ 

!W I T H. ‘regard to the regulations tlie 
- Pjefident has laid down for the determi- 
nation of all difputes,' which may hap- 
pen between our agents and -gomaftahs 
-.-and the country inhabitants, it is well 
known, that thefe people cannot confine 
■themfelves . within the limits of the au- ' 
thority with which they are in veiled. 
'The many daring infolences- and oppref- 
.fions, which have been committed by 
the Nabob’s officers, ever fince his or- 
ders for thofe regulations- were firil if- 
fued, are evident proofs of. the truth of 
this obfervation, and fuulciehtly.-point 
out the impropriety of them, v/ithout 

the 
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■ the ufe of fux*ther argument,. ' Upon.the 
■whole, I think, the Prefideht riiight be de- 
lired to .recall this letter, left. by. falling 
in to tlie . hands . "of - -any pf the Nabob’s 
fiicceftbrs, it might hereafter be ufed by 
them as a plea for the, fame purpofe for 
which it was now defigned. ■■■ ■ - - 

I have already declared m'y .opinion, 
of the .firft quere .propbied, in • givirig 
my fentiments on tliat part of the Preft- 
dent’s letter, which relates to the nine . 
per, cent, duty. With. regard to the fe- 
cond and .third, I think the Company’s 
duftuck ftiould be always granted equal- 
ly for the’ inland as well as. the foreign 
trade, when it has been fettled whether 
we fliall pay any, and what duty, as : it 
will effedlu ally cut oft all fubjedt of dif- 
'pute, by putting it out of the power of 
the officers to make any objedlions to the 
- -paffage of the goods ; and that none 
' hut Company’s fervants fhould have the 
Prefident’s pafTpprt for the'falt, which 
'may have paid the government’s duties 
nt Hoogly, • . ' ■ 

. n.- As 
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• As to. any dilputes which may hap- 
pen between our gomaftahs or agents, 
and the people of the country, ' I think 
the only fcheme for the determination 
of them, will be to oblige the perfon, 
who may think himfelf aggrieved, ’ to 
apply for redrefs to the neareil fad:ory, 
whatever diftance it may be from the 
place where, the difpute happened, and 
if he is not content with their decihon, he 
may appeal to the Governor and Council, 
Mr. Batson thinks the Prefident’s 
letter to the Nabob detrimental to the 
intereft of the Company, and the nation 
in general j becaufe, , by. a , forced and 
groundlefs explanation, it invalidates the. 
privileges granted by the King’s Firmaun, 
and fundry hufbul-hookums, and. con- 
firmed by the treaties with SerajahDowla 
and Meer Jaffier. Such an ex:planation 
coming from the Chief of the Englifh, 
may give, great advantage t« Nabobs, 
and to other European nations, in any 
future negotiation, which we may hapr- 
pen to have with them.. By this letter 
alfo, the’ advantage of coining’ in the 

mints 
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mints of Dacca and Patna is given up j 
and, at tlie fame time, the Calcutta' 
mint rendered of little or mo fervice, for 
by our being prohibited from ufing any' 
authority over the diroffs, the currency 
of rupees, coined at Calcutta, will be 
flopped in moft parts of the country ; 
and this is adlually the cafe at prefeht,' at 
Cdflimbuzar and MoOrfliedabad. He 
was much, furprifed ' to fee thefe advan- 
tages, which were fo flren'uoufly con- 
tended for many years together, given 
up without any public confideration. He 
thinks alfo, the faid letter tends to de- 
flroy the national influence in this coun- 
try, and to bring us into contempt, be- 
caufe the form- 'of addrefs,-^ arid feveral 
eNpreflioris are unbecomingly fubrhifiive 
and cohdefeending ; but chiefly becaufe 
it fubmits the Englifli agents, not ex- 
cepting the Company’s fadtories, to the 
jurifdidlionO'f theNabob’s officers, which 
would immediately put a flop to great 
part of the private trade, and w6u|d fur- 
nifli the Nabob with continual pretences ' 
for fubjedling the Company to- the fuhe' 
VoL. II. B b oppref- 
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oppreflions, which they underwent be-- 
fore.. the rupture, with Serajah Dowla, 
whenever he fliould think , himfelf in' a' 
cpndition to proceed to fuch lengths ; ■ 
h.e therefore tliinks, we fhould inlift on 
the Nabob’s fending back the faid ori-i 
ginal letter.. . ' . ■ ' . 

■ In anfwer to queftion the firft. . 

. He .thinks by the Firmaun, hufbul-.* 
hookums, and fubfequeht treaties,; the. 
Company, andunder them their fervants, 
haye.a clear right- to trade in every arti- 
cle, whether for foreign or inland trade.-; 
which right it.is our duty topreferye.en-; 
tire and undifputed ; and that the argur, 
ments ufed by -the gentlemen, on .the; 
other fide the. queftion, to prove, the 
contrary, do really prove no, more, Aan 
that former Nabobs had . the power,, 
and means of hindering us from enjoy- 
ing the King’s grant in its full extent. , 

In anfwer to queftion the fecdnd. 

He thinks we fliould acqiuefce in 
paying the fame duties on fait and to- 
bacco, that have been paid fince Meer. 
Jaffier’s coming to the fubahfliipi.-but 

that . 
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that the fame flioulcl not be agreed to by 
an}' public deed or writing; and here he 
thinks proper to remark,' that the hilt 
trade, being formerly farmed by Coja 
Wnaced for an inconfiderablefum, could 
be no great advantage to the Nabob's re- 
venue; and by means of the monopoly 
lie allowed the makers and dealers, at 
the firfl hand, a very fmall price from 
twenty-five to thirty rupees per hundred 
inaunds; but fince thcEnglifli have had 
a part of this trade, the price of fait has 
rifen to feventy and eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds at the aurungs ; from 
hence any perfon, acquainted with the 
country, nniR fee, that from the Englifii 
trading in this article, the Nabob has 
received benefit, not fufiered lofs; his 
complaints on this head therefore pro- 
ceed not from any real grie\^ancc. 

In anfwcr to queflion the third and 
fourth. 

He thinks duflucks fliould be allow- 
.ed to the Company's fervants in future 
for fuch articles, but not to others. 

In anfwer to queflion the fifth. 

B 2 


He 
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Hr thinks the Englifli agents fliouhl 
riot be rubjc<5lcd to the authority of the 
countiy government. 

I N anfv/cr to qiicftloii the fixth. 

He thinks the buhnefs may be carri- 
ed on ns it has been before, without any 
ill confcqucnccs ; however, as a regula- 
tion concerning difputcs is required, he 
thinks the ofneers of tlic government 
may enquire into fuch matters, and 
fend reports of them to tlic ncareft Eng- 
•lifli fadoiy, or to the Prcfidcncy, as they ' 
may cliufc. * 

Major CarnaeV OptnmL 
•At the confultation of die .rytb of 
January, major Carnac concurred in o- 
pinion with the whole of tlic gentlemen 
•then at the Board, on the reguktioris 
cftabliilied by the Preiident and Mr. Plaf- 
tings ; and his rcafons for fo doing were 
.that he deems highly diflronorable 
■our being thereby fubjeited to the Moor- 
ifli jurifdidion, as this is acknowledg- 
ing a dependency on the 'conn try. :gd- 
yernment, the- deliverance - from jwhicfi 
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he hud ever regarded' ns thegreatefthJip- 
pinefs refu] ting from ourhrfl revolution; 
nor can any but iniquitous dccilions be 
cxpcdlcd from courts of fuch notorious 
partiality. Secondly, Major Carnac 
deems diflionorable, as alfo extremely, 
prejudicial to our trade, the agreeing to. 
the granting a duty upon all articles of 
inland trade, without diflindlion, none 
of which were ever before fubjedted . to 
duties fince the eftablifliment of Meef 
Jaffier, except fait and tobacco ; and 
thefc muft have been through condef- 
cenfion on our part, as our having an 
univerfal freedom of trade is fo particu- 
larly fpecified, both by our Firmaun and 
treaties, as not to leave the leaft room 
for cavilling. Major Carnac, thirdly, 
deems it a diflionorable conceffion (and 
the gentlemen at Patna have fliewn it 
will be detrimental to the Company) the 
yielding up the coinage in - the mint at- 
Patna, to which he believes we are en- 
titled .from, our Firmaun j but exclufive 
thereof we had a very good claim, from' 
ihaving cohftantly enjoyed that privilege 
B b 3 during 
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during tlie^ime of 'the preceding Nabobs 
The major, in .'confequence>^ thinks the 
letter from the -Prefident to the Nabob, 
containing ' the -faid‘ regulations, Ihould 
be withdrawn. - Thus much being pre- 
mifed, anfwers on the part of major Car- 
nac the firft and fifth queftions. 

With refpeft to the fecond and third 
queftions, major Carnac is of opinion, 
that whatever- rights we may have’ from 
our Firmaiins, and our different treaties, 
ftioUld be infifted on j- and- therefore, that 
'the Company’s duftuck fhould be grant- 
' ed ■ for all commodities without excep- 
tion; and that' no duties whatever fhall 
be paid to- the Nabob, but in lieu there- 
of a 'duty be levied uponduftucks for 
the benefit of the Company. However, 
•fhould the Board think this would occa- 
fion too great a diminution of the Na- 
bob’s revenue; he . hopes .they 'will mot 
"'confent to any other duties, but the con- 
tinuance of -thofe upon fait and tobacco, 
the former at .the Hoogly , rate,, and.tlie 
other according as has been paid?at E^ac- 
ca ;-and that in fuch cafe;;; it :will;i;be 
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clearly explained to tlie Nabob, that , it 
is a pure indulgence from us, and which 
we may retradt at pleafure ; the Com- 
pany’s duftucks to be neverthelefs equal- 
ly given for fait and. tobacco, as for, all 
other articles of trade.. . 

If^ it be determined to make a com- 
pliment to the Nabob of a duty upon 
lalt, the other gentlemen of the Board 
are the bed; judges, how far the privi- 
lege of trading therein ought to be ex- 
tended ; and whether it fliould be con- 
fined to; the Company’s fervants or not. 
‘-Major Carnac begs leave to wave giving 
‘ 'any anfwer to the fourth queftion,-,, not 
being fufficiently mafter' of the fubjedl. 

; T H A t • the black people in our- em- 
ploy are guilty of- great irregularities, 
and commit many abufes under the- func- 
tion of our . authority, has been a fre- 
quent fubjedt of complaint; and it, cer- 
tainly behoves us to feek- every pofljble 
remedy thereto,, except- fuch an one-<as 
' has been" propofed, which is worfe than 
-the difeafe. ': -There can be no difficulty, 
' at the places; which are in the neighbor- 
' B b 4 hood 
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hood. of .any of our fadtorks, the chiefs 
and cpuncil ^vheredf fhould be empow- 
ered to enquire into the condudt of thb 
Engiidi gomaftalisj'-and 'we- are not. to 
doubt, that the deeifions will be fair and 
equitable. In the places at -a diftance 
fi*om our factories, fuch .as Rungpoor;^ 
Gwalpara,; &g. there are generally fome 
Englifli gentlemen of .character refidentf 
and thefe, in- cafes of complaints, fliould- 
be diredted by .the Board tp take infor- 
mationupon the j^ot,and to Ipare npcofl 
pr-.pains to get at the truth, which fhould 
be tranfmitted. either to the, neareft facr^. 
tory, or tP Calcutta 5 and upon convic- 
tion of any. gprnaftah of .mifbehavior, 
the moff. exemplary, puni/hment fhould 
he inflidted, in order to de.ter others ifroin 
thc-lil^ pradlices. . ; 

fvfr. Amyatth Opinion- . , 

Mr* Vansjttar-T;, in his minute 
of the hrff of February, complains of 
the . harfh and indecent opinion of the 
Board on .the lyth of January, againft 
his treaty entered into with the Nabob, 

and 
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and -that his negotiation • therein did 
not merit fuch treatment from us. 
We were unanimous on tlic regu- 
lations being detrimental and difho- 
norable, which every article contained 
therein, I think clearly denounced. 
The government formerly mud; have 
underdood, our Firmaun gave us- a full 
and extendve trade, in every thing with- 
out didindtion, and as far as our gentle- 
men were in capacity to carry on the 
inland trade, they pradtifed it for ma- 
ny years^ But particular articles being 
farmed out by the government to parti-r 
cular perfons, our trading therein gave 
umbrage; and' governor Stackhoufe, T 
think, was obliged to give a muchulca, 
that the Englidi would defid; from fur- 
ther dealings in fait, dlk, and beetle- 
nut : this was 'at a time they could not 
maintain, by force, the privilege of the 
Delly grants, fo through rieceffity com- 
plied with. An order, at this time, 
would ■ have had the . fame effedf, but' 
they obliged- the then Goyernoy to in-i 

.validate* 
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validate the ■Firmauh, '‘h 7 giving this 
muchulca, which- '{hewed .they' thought 
Cur right good/ and By cotnpulfion; got 
this'paper to cverfet our future preten- 
fions, • and has been ever' '£nce the argu- 
ment againil: 'them, ’ therefore -detrimen- 
tal and diilibnorable. Mr. Vaniittart’s 
renewing this muchulca, by adding an 
additional duty to 'what w'e'have already 
paid 'through a' condefcen'lion, is douBt- 
iefs’ detrimental ; the fubjeding us 'to the 
Modrifh' laws,’ ’ and which; to our hdnor 
be it known, in the worft of times, :we 
'lievtr werc i but now not even an ap- 
peal to theNabob,orthe Council, is riieri- 
tiohed ; this doubtlefs is both detrimen- 
tal aiid diilionorable. How prejudicial, 
partial,' and unjuft the nature of thdr 
court's,' cuftbms, and laws are, is 'fo well 
known to you all, gentlemen, dt ' is 'rieed- 
lefs 'for me to take up yoiir 'tiirie, in 'giv- 
ing my fehtinients in full thereon. The 
mentioning that our fervan ts, gomaf- 
tahs, 6cc. {hall not carry on trade by op- 
pfeffiohs, &c. are dilhonor'able terni’s to 
Be ihferted in a public treaty Surely 

the 
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the Englifli juftice. and honor, was ,fufr 
;ficient for the -government to be fatisfi- - 
ed, that we^flaould feyerely chaftife any 
one of them, who dared to proilitute oitr 
name by any illicit adtion, without mak- 
ing it an article for them to do it* , Ma- 
ny complaints have appeared, but none 
been proved, and I flatter myfelf none 
will of any confequence. . The Nabob’s 
‘orders in circulating Mr. Vanfittart’s 
treaty are diflionorable to us, ,and' in. a 
: manner an, adt of hoflility, bidding us 
^pen defiance. , . . 

...The foregoing, were, my. reafons for 
, concurring with . the refl of the .Board, 
on the. 1 7th .-of January, in cenfuring 
..the Governor’s proceedings ^ and I .a'm 
alfo to remind you, that , we thought he 
I .had alfo been guilty of a, breach of ,our 
privileges, in adting withput our, con- 
sent i and I ftill think fo, for, I folemn- 
, Jy declare, I , never fulpedled he. could' 
. \defir.e fuch . an independent power on ib 
..material , ^nd. , nationa .1 a concern ; ,01*,. I 
-theriefl;, of. .the, gentlemen .y^ould 
^,hayp been more .explicit and peremptory 
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?li.the,ir-jletters to him. 'Is it confident 
withreafon, any -Council fl^ould, give fuch 
powers -■ 

- Doubtless Mr.. Vanlittart- will afk, 
what regulations we wanted to have fet- 
tled, with the Nabob ? Which, we hop- 
ed,. from his influence with the Nabob 
(for he feems to know no one elfe) would 
be fuch, as tended to our advantage, and 
not. to his prejudice 5 for if trade went 
freely on, we would readily acquiefce in 
paying the duties as had been hitherto 
collected j hut the removal of , feveral 
vexations - we had lately labored under, 
was the point , we wanted to fee happily 
effefted, and our goods, when certified 
to be Englifli property, not to meet with 
any impediment. . • • 

I AM now come to the firfi: queftion. 

: The Nabob and Mr. Vanfittart feeni 
to think, and affert, we have not aliber^ 
ty to an unreftrained trade. We have, 
gentlemen, carefully perufedall our Fir- 
mauns, treaties, &c. and I think it clear- 
ly appears to me we have. Therefore;, 
as the Nabob wants .to inydidate thofe 
. . . grantSa 
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grants, We ought to have them prop'erly 
explained to him,' and infidr,' on our parts', 
to the utmoU of the Company's prero- 
gative, and demand the treaty hackf dnd 
deftroy it.= ' ’ " '' 

- To the fecond, I am to fay, lined 
the Nabob has Wanted to impofe on tis 
a breach of our liberties, we Ihbiild not 
pay any duty on any thing, but-fuppdft 
our rights. The Company may wanf 'tB 
trade in thefe articles, when we coniider 
their vail trad: of lands j and produdibn 
thereof, efpecially fait, on which articld 
they raife a very large duty themfelves.' ' ' 
'To the third and fourth ' quellionsr 
f According to the above' plan,* diif^ 
tucks cannot be granted to any 'biif Com- 
pany’s fervants, unlefs it be' for* fuch 
goods produced upon the Company’s 
lands, and paid their duties ; but certi- 
ficates Ihould to fuch as have' paid the 
Nabob’s any where, on a proper rbwana 
being ' lliewn to the Governor’s, of any 
. Chief’s, iatisfadion, that the Nabob’s^ 
cuftbms have been duly difdiarged. ” 
•- -T o 'the fifth and fixth queftions. ' 

' f" The 
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• ' THE'- femnb and -gomaftalis of tlie 
En’glifli fliould' not, bn any account, be 
under the kaft conftraint of the goyern- ' 
ment ; but I beg leave to defer faying any 
thing further on this head for the pre- 
fent (how to regulate the dilputes that 
may happen betwixt them and the coun- 
try government, and indeed amongthem- 
felves) till fuch time as I have heard it 
properly difculfed at the Board, where 
the mutual advantages of the country, and 
ourfelves, will be impartially confidered 
and deliberated on. 

'MajoE Adams does not think the 
agreement made with the Nabob, as con-’ 
tained-in the Governor’s letter to him, 
calculated to anfwer the end propofed by 
it, viz. to fettle things on fuch a foot- 
ing, as may prevent future difputes with 
the fcountry government, of whofe juf- 
tice, Mr. Vanfittart feems in that treaty 
to have entertained a much better opini- 
on, than, their fubfequent condud Iliews 
they defer ve. 

In anfv/er to the jfirft queftion. 

■ ■' Major 
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.M A J Q R; Ap AM s, is of. opinion, that 
by. the .Eirmaun, , and fubfequent treaties^ 
(particularly the^.fecond „ article of that 
. Serajah Dowla); the .Englifh Eaft , 
India Company,; are. entitled to carry on: 
any kind, of trade duty-free, , and in any. 
part, of the three provinces of, Bengal,, 
Bahar, and Orixa. 

To the fecond queftion. . 

That the above-mentioned Firmaun, 
arid treaties, entitle the faid Company , 
to carry ,on their trade fr^e from, any du- 
ties; but that to prevent as much as pofr- 
lible any diflurbances in the country, 
fuch duties as have been colledted on my 
fpecies of trade, fince the laft revolution,: 
Ihould, be continued, 

. j . ■ .... 

T o the third and fourth queftions- 
Major. Adams is of opinion, .that 
as tlie privileges, in the. above-mention- 
ed Firmaun, &c. were, granted to the 
Englifli Eaft India Company, they, and 
their ,-reprefentatives here, are the pror, 
pereft judges for what and %yhom duf- 
tucks {liquid be granted ; and as he looks 
upon the above queftions to be of a pri- 
' vate 
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vate nature, begs to be excufed givings 
liis opinion upon them. , , , 

To the fifth, queftion. 

Major Adams thinks, that the ex« 
perience we have had of the tyrannical, 
and rapacious difpofition of the officers- 
of the country government, almofi: ren- 
ders this queftionunnecelTary 5diowever>- 
as his opinion is required, witli the reft 
of the gentlemen at the Board, his duty 
to the public obliges him to declare, that 
he thinks, it fliould by no means be al- 
lowed. 

T o the fixth and laft queftion. 

That wherever any confiderable trade' 
is carried, on (however far diftant) a Com- 
pany’s fervant fliould refide, invefted 
with full power to enquire into any dif- 
putes, and punifh the. delinquents \ and 
that where the trade carried on is not , 
of confequence fufficient to require a re- 
fident, upon any complaint againft go- 
maftahs, or Englifli factors, the perfons . 
complained of fhould be immediately 
fnmmoned to the neareft Englifli fadtory, ' 
as well as all the evidences againft them; 

and 



Tranf anions m Bengal^ 3S5 

and that the Chief of each faaory, with 
his Council, fliould be empowered to 
India the fevered: punifiimcnt on fuch 
gomailahs or faaors j if found guiUy, 
tnd that no expence Diould be fpared to 
bring oitenders to jufticc, but Hiould the 
complaint be found to be falfe or frivo- 
lous, the complainant fliould pay all tlic 
cofts and damages. 

T/je Prefidenth Opinion. 

The regulations contained in my let- 
ter to the Nabob, of the aftli of De- 
cember, are fuch as appear to me to be 
conformable to the true intent and mean- 
ing of the Firmaun, and fubfequent trea- 
ties, confidered with the Company’s or- 
ders, relative to the trade of their fer-' 
vants, and particularly the 24th and 29th 
paragraphs, in one oftheirgenerallcttcrs of 
the year 1748. 1 am aware, that the abufes 

* The ftile of this letter, is the ftilc which I 
have always ufed, and the fame I undcriland, which 
v/as. ufed by my predecefibrs fincc the troubles. No 
Perhan letter, nor eaftern forms of expreffion, will 
bear a literal tranaation. They appear abfurd in 
European languages, although they arc natural and 
cuftdmafy in the Perfian. 

' VoL, 11. c c 


which 
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w^hich fome of .the Nabob's officers have 
exercifed, upon the appearance; of thefe 
regulations^ will.be urged as, an objec- 
tion to them } but this is arguing by 
cpnfcquenccs j and I anfwer, tlrat thefe, 
or , whatever other regulations rnay be 
propofed, will fometimes be abufed by 
both parties, efpecially on their firft efta- 
blifliment and the only remedy for 
this evil, is to punifli all fervants of ours, 
who fliall break through rules, and in- 
fill on the Nabob’s doing the fame.. Air 
though forne rnen are fo licentious as to 
break through all laws, it is not a rea- 
fon why laws fhould be abolillied. , 
But to proceed to the different arti- 
cles objedled to. It is faid that the. in- 
land trade, that is, the trade in fait and 
other articles, produced in one part of 
the country, and fent to another part of 
the fame country for fale and confump- 
tion, .Ihall not be carried on with the 
Company’s duftuck, but {liaU,gp with 
the duftuck of the country government, 
after paying them a duty of^ nine , per 
cent. The Firmaun fays,.,'‘. that wM^- 
,.ever goods and merchandize the gomaf. 
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tdhs' of 'the Engliflv,' Company- fliall 
briiig into ainy pott of place of the pro- 
vince by fea or land, oi^'Carryout, Iball 
be free of duty.’’ ' For my part, I can 
underftarid this no otherwife, than that 
the goods they fliall bring in from fo- 
reign parts, may be tranfported to any 
part of the province, by fea or land, du- 
ty-free j and' the goods they purchafein 
any part of the province, may 'in like 
manner be carried out. This I imagine 
to be all the Company afleed ; and it is 
hot to be fuppofed more was 'granted'. 
By fuel! a trade, the country reaps the 
benefit of the goods and money import- 
ed 3 but all that is gained by us in ’traf- 
"ficking from place to place in the coun- 
try, in articles of its own produce, is in 
effeCl'fo much loft to the country. 

The fubfeqiient treaties confirm the 
privilege of the Firmaun 3 and particu- 
larly the fecond article of the treaty v/ith 
Befajah Dowla declares, that all goods 
going to, or coming from, any place by 
land or water with the Company’.s duf- 
tuck, 'ftiall be' free.’-’ It remains ftill to 
-^-'C c 2 - be 
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be limited, by the Firmaim and. tlic 
Cbinpany’s 'bi'^ers,''' ifpr what Vccaiions 
the duftiicks fliail Be granted; ,andl think, 
it behoves us 'greatly,, to take care they 
are not ' granted ' for any purpbfe beyond 
the intention of the Firmauh,^ arid to. an- 
fwer thofe ends the Company had in 
view, when they put themfelves to the 
experice of applying for it. 

With refpedt to the power of our 
gomaftahs,. the Firmaun fays, “ that in 
every place where they buy or fell, the 
'officers' ’of the' government ffiall affift 
them' in their lawful demands; and eveiy 
merchant, weaver, or other perfon, up- 
ori whom theEnglhh gomaftah foallhaye 
a’ juft demand,' the officers .of the go- 
vernment ftiall dblige to pay it, and fuf- 
fer rid one to opprefs the gomaftahs. And 
if any" fervant of the Company being 
in' their' debt ftiall run away, ■. the office.rs 
of the government fhall talce him ,up, 
and deliver him to the chief of the fac- 
tbiy.” ' Tile Nabob Jaffier Allee Cawn, 
in his general funnud 1757, coiffirnis all 
the Firmaun privileges ; and adds, .that 

'■ d the 
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Company may ,buy ,or fell Ayitli- 
out employing a banyaiyor broker ; and 
that the officers of the government ffiall 
affifl them in all their; juft demands.” 
Nothing here can be faid to give our go- 
ihaftahs powerto decidctheirowncanfcs, 
or make.ufe of any force of their own ,; 
but they are to apply to the officers of 
the government, and obtain rcdrefs thro’ 
their means. 

• " As, to the coinage, there is an order, 
granting the.Company pcrmiflion to coin 
in the King’s mint at Carrccmabad;, and 
in cafe it can be done witliout lofs to the 
King’s revenues, three days in the week 
are to, be fet apart for the Engiifli Com- 
pany’s bullion : but there is no particu- 
lar indulgence as to the rate of coining ; 
,they are to pay the func mint charges 
as other merchants. And tiiis is all the 
Nabob defired ; as I mentioned in my 
aiifwer to Nobit Roy’s complaints j of 
which anfwer I gave Mr. Ellis a copy, 
^elides, E think this privilege now un- 
heceflafy, !as we have a mint of qur.owib 
in whibh we may coin the rupees of 
' C c 3 Dacca 
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Dacca and Patna, as we do of Mborjfhe- 
dabad. • . ^ = •>' 

' In regard makingVtofallsi or fait 
pans, in Sunderbund, I confefs, -mf let^ 
ter to the Nabob does not fully exprefs 
wliatrl intended. I meant, that we ought 
hot to' -take away the grounds which o- 
ther merchants have cleared-, nor- the 
workmen- v/hich they have hired, as ap-’ 
pears by my letters to the chiefs of. Chit- 
tagong' 'aridi'Luckypoor, which ! dell-' 
v6’fed - to ‘ the Nabob at the fame time, 
i^s'fd'"t'rading by our gomatiahs with the 
mountaineers, who came with cotton to 
Rahgam'ettee j if it has been a cuftom 
for that article to be farmed out by the 
country government, and it is • from- that 
only' the revenue proceeds, I think we 
have no tight to overrule that cuftpmi 
Any innovations to the prejudice-'of the 
revenues of the country government, 'and 
the exclufon of the country merchaht'Sj 
front that fliare of the trade "which they 
have .long enjoyed^ I think fhould be 
avoided, as fuch proceedings muft fen- 
der 
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dec us.univerfaUy^the.objefts of jealouly-.- 
and ill-will. = . 

i.To , the. -propofed, queftions .J there- 
fore fay, • ,■ , , , , 

. F j R.s T, That I think we have hot, 
right by the Firmaun and fubfequent 
treaties to carry on the inland trade, 01* 
the trade from place to place in the counf 
try, in. commodities produced .in- the 
country; but that we have a right,. to, 
carry on all other trade cuftom free,. ; ^ 
Secondl y, That I think duties oiigh^ 
to, be paid to the country government 
on fait,- beetle-nut, tobacco, and.all 0- 
ther articles of inland trade, upon thofe 
conditions ; fo that it may not here^ter 
be difputed. I mean, that duties iliould 
be paid to the country government upon 
articles produced in the country, and 
fent from place to place in the country 
for confumption there ; but when, fent 
to Calcutta for confumption or exporta- 
tion, ;they fllould go with the Compa- 
.ny’s duftuck, ;and pay no duties tp thq 
country .government. ' , 


C c 4 


In 
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• In fiTch cafe the country- has its ad- 
vantage, in the vent given to their ma-. 
nufadures or produce, by the trade of: 
this fettlement, and the Company re-, 
ccive the cuftoms j but on die inland . 
trade we pay no duties at all, unlefs we 
pay to the country government ; and yet 
that trade will afford duties better than 
any other. • . 

Thirdly and fourthly, I think the. 
Company’s duftuck fliould not be grant- 
ed for any article of inland trade ; but 
that certificates fliould be granted to ac- 
company the duftuck of the country go- 
vernment ; and that fuch certificates 
ftiould be gran ted. equally to Company’s 
fervants, and any other licenfed Englifh 
merchants, who have firft duly paid the 
government’s duties, and got tlieir duf- 
tUCkS. - 

Fifthly andfixthly, IthinktheEng- 
lifti;gomaftahs fhould not be under the 
cdntroul of the officers of the country go- 
vernment at thofeaurungs, which areunr . 
der the charge of any of the fubordinate , 
fadories j but in cafe of any complaint- 

againft: 
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tigainftthem, :tlie officers of the country 
government-ffialV apply to the chief of ' 
the factory for redrefs'j and in cafe the 
gomaftah'has a difpute with, or demand 
upon, any of the country people (not 
the weavers, or other immediate fer- ' 
vants of the Company) he ffiall apply to l 
the officers of the government for re- ‘ 
drefs j and if the officers of the govern^ - 
ment negled, or refufe to grant it, 'the 
gomaftah ffiall then make his complaint 
to the chief of the fadtory, who ffiall 
require,' and, if necelTary, exad^ ah im- ’ 
mediate compliance, giving '-a. full ac- 
count of the matter to the Board/ ’ ~ 

- But at thofe aurungs, which are not' 
under; the -management, of any of the 
Company’s fadories, but only fome par- 
ticulars have- their agehts'or gomaftahs ' 
there ; I think fuch an authority caniidt 
he:trufl;ed in their hands; norindeed is 
it-poffible, as there may' be' feveral 'dif- 
ferent gomaftahs in one place, whb'have ' 
all an equal' right to authority;' 1 thihk" 
they ffiould apply to the countiy gdV'erri- ' 
ment^for tedrefs on all-occaribhs 5 ' ahd'if^- 

the 
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the: hfheers of ' the . government' do not 
grant them the fatisfadtion^ the; matter 

- ireqnires, 'the gomaftah' ■ rriay • then -make 
his complaint: to his : principal, and he 
to the' Board, '; who will infift on the ne- 
ceffary . reparation for all unreafohable 
lolTeSi ' I ho not however mean, , that in 
cafe of complaint againfl an Englilh go- 
mallah .at fucli place, the officer of the 
country government ffiall have authority 
to feize the igomaftah^ ftop his goods, 
or interrupt his bufinefs 5 but; he 'ffiall 
'give him, notice: of the complaint, and 

- recominend to him to get it fettled j and 
in cafe the gomaftah refufes, or neglddls 
to give fiich fatisfadtion,. as fhair appear 
to the -government’s officer to be reafon- 
’ablcj he- may -then tranfmit the- com- 
plaint to the Governor of Calcutta;’ ■' . 

I SEE nothing in the Firmaun,- or 
fubfequent treaties, which , forbids .the 
government’s officers from doing them- 
felves juftice on.fach.occafions j but yet 
tile;, nature- of the people- is fuchi that it 
would be dangerous- to admit itiridf 
V- . which 
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^Yllich their prefent violent proceedings 
arc a fuflicient proof. 

The opinions . liaving been all read 
at the Board, tlie fum of the anfwers to 
the fevcral queflions flands as follow. 

To the firft, 'y/2;. Whether the Fir- 
maun granted a right to trade in all arti- 
cles cujlom-frce? 

In the affirmative. Ten voices. 

In the negative, with 
relpedt to the inland 
trade, ' ■ 

To die fecond, viz. - Whether any 
cujloms Jliould be paid on fame articles t 
In the affirmative, ■ Seven;:::; 

In the negative. Five. ' ■ ■ 

T o ' the third, viz.- Whether the Com- 
pany's dujiuck Jlmild be granted for inland 
trade f 

In the affirmative. Nine. • 

In - the negative. Two. 

: Major Adams, filent. 

:■ . The fourth queftion, being altered by 
the: determination of the fecond, ftands 
thus.. 

As ' 





.. ! = As ^if ■ is ■ ditthnihedi > Hhdf diitiei Jhall 
be ailo^ved ' • on -’ceAqln • ‘ articles i "‘whether 
certijicates pall be'grmted^to 'thhfe' iolio 
fay that' duty 'hit are not C'onipany’ s Jer- 
Aants ? and it beiiig ■ accordingly put, the 
.funi' of the opinions Hands as follow. 

In the affirmative, Mef.i 
, Hay, Cartier, Amy- 1 Four voices, 
att and the Prefident,J 


' -i N ‘the 'negative, Mef- 
■ fieursWatts.Marriott, f ^ 
- ; Johnftone, Haftirigs, t 
iBillers and Batfon. J 



/ . T.HE.Majors.Carnac and Adams, lilent; 

T o the fifth and fixth queHiohs, vizi 
Whether, the 'EngUp gomajiahs- pould be 
JubjeSl to the confroul of the officer's of the 
govenwient? and how difputes between them 
pould] be fettledf The opinion of all the 
Board, excepting Mr. Haftings, imports, 
that the Englifh gomaftahs fhall riot be 
under any actual controul of the ’officers 
-of- the country governmeriti -but be 're'- 
Hrained by fuch ‘ regulations as may be 
laid down.”- ■ - pr . , 


I am: 
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- I AM pcrfuadcd, that my opinion will 
be thought reafonable by. all , dihnte- 
rcftcd pcrfons, and to contain as great 
privileges ol private trade, as theGoni'^ 
pany ever intended their, fervants fiiould 
enjoy j more indeed than was confifterit 
witii their repeated orders. However, 
neither my opinion, nor the Company’s 
orders, could avail againft minds,’ .which 
were heated with the notion, that their 
honor was at flake, in fupporting the 
party they were engaged in. It was re- 
folved accordingly, that we had a right 
to trade in fait, beetle-nut, and every 
other article of inland trade, duty free, 
and with the Company’s duftuck, equa:lly 
with the foreign trade ; yet it appears, 
as if the Council faw at the veiy time 
the injuflice of their proceeding, by 
their admitting, that a fomething fliould 
be paid to the Nabob, in conformity to 
the. ufual pradlice j not .that the Nabob 
had any. right, to demand it, but, merely 
as an , indulgence which tliey were wiN 
ling to allow him. The following 'are 

the 
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the proceedings ‘-relative to “the' fettling 
of- this point. . = '• ;',o 

. :U'r;-ir > :'v i..- ■. 

lEtXtrciEi of Confultatlon of the \of 
■ 'March, . 1763. ■ - 

A it is the opinion of the majo- 
• rity of the Board, that a cond- 
deration ought to be paid to the Nabob, 
on certain articles of the inland trade, the 
members from the fubordmates arealked, 
what duties 'they have hitherto paid ? and 
0,11 what -articles ? 

Mr. Gar.tier fays, that, at 'Dacca, 
tliey'ufually paid, ' 

Onfalt, Sicca Rs. 3 8 perioomds.' 

'■ On tobacco o 4 per matind. 

Mr. Billerst fays, that, at Lucky- 
poor, they ufually paid. 

On lalt. Dm . Rs. 9 14 3 per 1 00 rndsi 
On tobacco o 4 o per maund. 

' Mr. Marriott lays, that,- at Chit- 
tagong, - and its di ftridts, ' nothing has 
-been paid/ Collimbuzar, Patna,' arid 
Malda, pay nothing.' '' ' ' 

• • FroaM 

At the'fe three places/ neitlier'faltfbce'tle-hut, 
nor tobacco, -were purch'afed fbr-^tlfeHrjIaiittatade, 
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\ Calcutta- * pays nothing, except, 
on fait, about the rate of four, and half; 
Sicca rupees per 100 maunds, paid at 
Hoogly. -■ 

The trade, in the article of tobac- 
co, has been carried on from the lafl 
mentioned places with a duftuck. 

. These - informations being had, 'the 
following que'flion is now put .to be.an- 
fwered to-morrow. 

H01U much . m future be. paid on 
falti or other articles f inland ti'ade^ 
•which are carried from, one place in the 
country to another, for file, and confump- 
tion ? . 

Mr. Hay defires, that the following 
queflion may likewife be put.^ . 

Whether the fait, and'other produce of 
the Company s lands,, are to pay duties to 
the country government, or not ? 

. And Mr. Watts the following. • 

Whether •we have not a right to coin 
bullion in the mints of Patna and Dacca ^ 
and on •what terms 

The 

At. Calcutta, no other article of, inland trade 
was. p.urchafe.d. excepting fait. . ... -i. :.ja 
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The- next day, the- 2d of March, the 
opinions were collected as follows. 

' Mr. Wa-tts’s Opimon. ... 

The ' majority of the Board yefterday 
were of opinion, that by our Firmaun,' 
huibtil-hookums, and fubfequent trea-. 
ties, we had a right to trade in' any ar- 
ticles produced or bought in tlie Indof- 
tan empire j and that in purfuance of- 
the above privileges no duties ought to 
be paid j . and that’ duftucks ought to be , 
granted with' any articles, either fait,; ' 
beetle-nut, tobacco, or any other 3 but' 
as former Nabobs had colledled duties- 
on foihe articles (tho’ contrary to the 
privileges granted us) they were willing 
fame conhderation fliould be made ' to 
the Nabob. For ray own part, T am 
ftill of the fame opinion, that no du- 
ties fliould be paid on any articles ; and 
I fliall always efteem it as an opening 
left for the prefent Nabob, to make a 
further infringeriient. on our privileges 
when opportunity rriay offer. Nor do 
.1 fee any reafon for this indulgence to 
. . be 
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be given a man, who has fparcd no pains 
to degrade the name of the Englifli j 
taken every opportunity to infult our 
flag ) has almoft totally flopt our buflncfs 
for near fix months paft, and infulted this 
Board, by attempting to enforce a trea- 
ty, executed by the Governor only, and 
that by threats and arms. 

His letter to Maliomed Alice, collec- 
tor at Dacca, is a fufheient proof of the 
firfl; j and Mahomed Alice’s letter to the 
Sickdar of Sundeep, could not be writ- 
ten but by his order. 

However, as the majority of the 
Board are for making fome allowance, I 
think two and a half per cent, on the 
rowana, on fait only, is full fufficient’; 
but as tobacco has only paid duties in 
fome parts, and duftucks been granted 
with it from others, I think that we 
ought not to pay any duties on it. 

The fait produced on the Company’s 
lands ought not to pay duties. 

The right to coin bullion in the 
mints of this empire is fully confirmed 
-VoL, II, Dd ' by 
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■ Bj aii exprefs hufbul-hookiim, No' - 2 T, 
that two and a quarter percent^ is ^diat 
Juggutfeet paid to the government j and 
much about what the Dutch pay'; there- 
fore, I think we ought to have the pri- 
' vilege of coining all the Company’s mo- 
nies, in any of the mints ’ of the three 
j^provihces, at two and a quarter per cent, 
which -is -more ' than Sufficient to defray 
the charges of coinage. 

Mr. Marriott’^ Opinion. 

Mr. Marriott is of opinion, that 
in confequence of the government’s col- 
iedting a duty on fait, and which’ we 
have for the mod part acquiefced in, a 
duty 'ffiould be paid the government, of 
two and a half per cent, on the.rowana 
price, as it appears all the rowanas run 
at that rate ; but, as he looks upon it as 
an infringement of the Pirmaun privi- 
. ■ . lege, 

* Here once for all I will remark, that a hulbiil- 
hooknm, as 'they call it, is nothing more than a 
^yriting frorn the vizir; enjoining a ftrift obedience 
to the King’s Firmaun, but conveys no diftincl or 
further privileges. The Firmaun gives us leave to 
coin, but without mention of the rate, and of courfe 
vve -ftiould pay as other merchants. No hulbul- 
hookum exprefies more. 
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lege, the Nabob ought to. be informed 
it is a coriceffion on pur part j that this 
duty of two and a. half per cent, fhould 
be paid at one place, and no . other. - de- 
mands made on any. occafion, or boats 
flopped with fait on any pretence, hav- 
ing the droga’s receipt on the back of 
the Company’s' dufluck. That the fait 
produced on the Company’s lands (hould 
alfo pay dut)’-, as- it has hitherto done, 
there having been no diflindtion made. 
That tobacco, and beetle-nut, ought not 
to pay duties, as duflucks for thofe arti- 
cles have generally been given, and no 
duties paid at the place they were pro- 
duced at, except at Dacca and Lucky- 
poor, on the fale of the former, which 
appears to have been an arbitrary thing, 
as the duty on that article ought certain- 
ly to have been colledted at every place. 

That in regard to the exchange of mo- 
ney, as wehave an undoubted right to coin 
ficcas from our Firmaun and funnuds, 
we ought to infifl on what we coin 
fliould pafs,; but to obviate any lofs,- that 
might arife by batta on ficcas of a dif- 
. D d 2 ferent 
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fcrent mint at another place, we fhould 
get ilamps of ,the feveral, mints, where 
v/e may have pccafion to fend money, and 
coin with thofe ftarnps accordingly. . 

Mr. Ophiion. 

I HAVE already given, my. opinion, 
•that ho duties ih’ould be paid j and as I 
can conceive no reafon for paying any, 
but to diew that we will not prefs our 
rights harder on the prefent Nabob, than 
we did on the laft ,* I therefore think if 
any duty is paid, it fliould be the fame 
as iii.hdeer j’affier’s time. . , 

. I THINK the Company, and their fei- 
vants, who carryout the produce of the 
Company’s lands with a dulluck,' fhould 
pay ho duties. , , 

• , i think, by the. grants from Delly, 
that we hwo a right to coin and .recoin 
money in the Nabob’s mints ; and that 
it fhould be done at the, rates the Gpiii- 
pany receive, from perfons that coin and 
recoin in their mints, which-is about the 
fame that has hitherto been paid atPatna. 
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' JoIinftoneV Opinion. ' 

That we have a right to a free trade 
without paying duties of any kind, 
whenever our duftuck is granted, and 
that it fliould be granted for all articles 
of gruff, &c. for the inland traffick and 
confumption in the country, as well as 
for goods imported and exported, I ex-. 
pfeffed in my minute of yeflerday f but 
as the majority were for acquiefeing to 
continue to the Nabob, as a point of fa- 
vor, not of right, a certain allowance 
on fait, tho’ I diffent from all fuch al- 
lowance in any manner, as it is efta- 
blifhing by cuftom, though not by right, 
a "duty upon an article that makes fo 
very confiderable a part of the produce 
and revenues of the Company’s lands, 
and which th. y may hereafter probably 
difapprove ; yet, as the queflion now 
ftahds, that fomething fhould be conti- 
nued to be' paid to the Nabob, and it 
is' demanded what thatiliould be j two 
and d half per cent, on the rowana price, 
I. think the moft that fliould be paid. 

D d 3 The 
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' ,'The article'of ‘tobacco having been 
hitherto carried bh' with’ the Company’s 
duftiick towards' "Coffimbuzar, Malda, 
and Patna froni! Calcutta, and'no rbwa- 
na ever taken out for it, at' Dacca, arid 
Luckypoor, . where only it has ever been 
paid y I look on our right, to grant duf- 
tucks for -this, article as, fully eftablifhed, 
as on any other gruff article, for which 
the Company now grant their dufluck. 
This I think may.be done with as much 


right, in virtue of our Firmaiin and 
treaties, as for any .articles of corifump- 
tiohto be iinpdr.ted to Calcutta, which 
.the Prefident,' propofes fliould' be carri- 
ed bri Vvdthout duties/and on which, be- 
fore the.revolution, we paid as well ^as 
bn apy other , article. . . ’ . . 

, ; A s the 'Calcutta 'ficcas .cannot, pafs 
at. Dacca, and Patna without adifcoiirit, 
contrary to the treaty for e'ftablifliihg our 
rnintj and the currency of the Calcutta fic- 
cas thro’ the three provirices/withoutBat- 
ta, and theNabob M eer Jaffi er ori this cbri- 
fideratibn granted perwanahs' for ‘coining 
the fum necefiary for the b'uii'hefs offhe 

fadories 
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faftories at Patna and Dacca, I think 
we .have a- juft claim, to . coin as formeiijc, 
fo^iinuch .in. thofe min^ at two, and a 
quarter per cent, which I think better 
than ftamping liccas of thoih places iii 
qur mints, as it appears by the exarriple'of 
our Moorftiedabad ficcas, that the ilirofts 
will always elude this method, and not 
receive thofe rupees but at a difcount. ' . 


Mr. Haftingsh Opinion. 

. Mr. Hastings is of opinion,Vm, 
aniwer to queftion the firft. 

That nine per cent, on the prime 
coft of each article fhould be paid to 
the government, which he judges to he 
pretty , nearly the fame with the duty paid 
by o.ther merchants. 

T o queftion the fecond. That every 
article of inland trade being produced, 
tho’ not in equal abundance, upon the 


Company’s lands, to except them from 
the duty levied upon the lame articles 
produced in other parts, would, be a 
fource of continual frauds , and disputes 
witli the government ; and that there- 
fore all fuch goods Ihould be taxed, of none. 

. D d '4 To. 
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T o queftion the third. That we have' 

3lo fuch right of coining in the Nabob’s 
mints, nor the leaft pretence to claim 
it, , that he knows of. , - 

Mr. Carti'er’r Opmion. 

M R . G A R T I E R thinks, that no du- 
ty diould be paid on any article of our 
trade but fait, as lie finds tobacco has 
paid no duties in any part of the coun- 
try but Dacca and Luckypoor^ and has 
ever, been confidered, by the gentlemen 
in Calcutta who have traded in it, ks free' ' 
from any, and duftucks procured from 
the Prefidency ; Cofiimbuzar, Patna and- 
Malda, circulating the fame. . . 

That we fliould likewife infifi'upon 
the privilege of coining in the feveral 
niints of the provinces, iinlefs we' can 
enforce the currency of the different Ipe- 
cies' of rupees, agreeable to the fixed 
batta of the place they may be fen t to, 
which will render any application On this 
head unheceffary. , 

T.H a t the fait produced in the Com-> 
pahy’s lands -fliould- be fubjed to the- 
fame duty, as what may be produced in . 
Other parts of the conhtiy. Mr. • 
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Mr, Billers j Opinion. ' 

As it is agreed by the Board, to pay 
a duty on certain articles of the inland 
trade, I give it as my opinion, that fait 
is the only article which ought to pay 
cuftom to the countr)^ government, that 
two and . half per cent, on the rowana 
price fliould be the IHpulated rate, and 
that the produce on the Company’s lands' 
iliould pay the fame. 

I T H I N k: we have a right to recoin 
the Company’s money either at Patna or 
Dacca, on paying two one-fourth per 
cent, being the ufual cufiom paid hi- 
therto at Patna. 


Afr. Bation'r Opinion. 

M R . ‘ B A T s o in anfwer to the fs- 
veral quefdons propofed in confultaticn 
of the aad of February, gave his opi- 
nion, that we Ihoald accuiefee in paying 
the fame duties on iait and tobacco, that 
have been paid fnee Zvleer Jafiier’s com- 
inz to the SubahihlD ; buttnattheihre 
£h:nld not be agreec to, Oy 
deed c-r wrfthig. The 


£.7 pn-ic. 


'f -- 
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anfwered again, by yes or no, without ex- 
planation or , reftridtion. Mr. Batfon 
therefore thinks proper to explain him- 
felf.further on this, head., ,He thinks,, 
we ihould continue tacitly to, acquiefce 
in paying fuch duties on fait and tobacco,- 
and at fuch places only, as we did in, 
Meer Jaffier’s time, that the Nabob may 
not complain of our ufing him worfe, in. 
any -refpedt, than we . did Meer Jaffier .;. 
but that -we fliould not even make . any 
publick . declaration thereof, much leis 
agree, to ;it by. any publick deed. He fur- 
ther thinks,; no new treaty ihould be - en- 
tered into with the Nabob on this head j 
but that we fhpuld inlift on his adhering 
ftrjdtly to thofe made with Serajah Dowla 
and Meer jaffier. . . . , , . . 

TiiAT^he does not fee any reafon for 
making a diftindlion in regard to goods 
produced in the Company’s lands and 
thinks, we have a right to coin in the 
mints of Patna and Dacca, and that it 
ftiould be done at the fame rate, it was, 
in Meer Jaffier’s tirne. 

/ ■’ - ■ . ■ • Major ' 
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Major Carnac’j- Opinion. 

Major CarnAc has given it as his; 
opinion, that no duties whatever fliould' 
be given to the Nabob' : however, a ma- 
jority of the Board having determined, 
that a confideration fliould be paid for 
certain articles of trader' major Carnac 
thinks it fliould only be upon fuch arti- 
cles, for which the Nabob can plead 
our conflant practice, and this cannot 
be done of any other commodity, fave 
fait ; the ■ mofl: equitable ftatement foi: 
which feems to be, to pay the fums fpe- 
cified in the rowana, viz. two and half 
per cent. ' ' 

Major Carnac hopes^ whatever 
allowance may be agreed oh, the Board 
will be particularly careful to have it ex- 
plained to the Nabob, that it is a'matter 
of favor, not of right. 

Mr. Aihyatt’j Ophiion. 

The general opinion of the Board be- 
ing, we had an undoubted right to trade 
free from, any duty whatever ; but that 
the prefent Nabob fhould enjoy a reve- 
nue .equal with his predecefTors, they a- 

greed 
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greed to pay him a bonfidera'tion for fuch, 
inland trade, to 'which Mr. Amy att rea- 
dily concurs 3 and thinks’ the cohlidCra-.' 
tibn no\v to be allotted, ' is intended to' 
ariiouht to-a.s niuidh as \Vas‘ before, arid', 
is now paid 3 fo that all the inland trade 
in general iliould be taxed to pay this' 
charge, as every article can equally bear 
it 3 and a duty of two per cent, fhould 
be levied oh all articles purchafed in any 
part of * the country, to be fent and fold 
ih^ariOther'part; But to prevent any irii- 
pediments in carrying Oil Our bufinefs,* 
or vexations from defigned delays in re- 
ceiving this duty by the government’^ 
people, he would propofe, tliat all goods 
pafs with a Company’s duftuck, which 
duftuck being carried to the buxbundar, 
they are immediately to receive their two 
per cent, and give a receipt for the a- 
mount upon the back of ’the duftuck^ 
and then thofe goods are free to pafs, 
and be fold any where. 

• ,Mr. Amy ATT is of opinion, fmee an 
alloivance upon fait is agreed on, it 
fliould be equally . granted -upon that 

which 



which is made in cur own pcrgr.r.ah:- 
With refpeft to the mint at Patna and 
Dacca, he fees no occalion fer the un- 
limited ufe thereof; and the fem we 
have demanded to be yearly coined drerw 
being fufficient for all reofonab'e ror- 
pofes, he is of opinion, that and no more 
fhould be infifted on. 


Major Adams’j OjArAon. 

Major Ada'.as cdeenis hr. opinion 
fufftciently cxprefTcd in hi-, rriinute of 
yefterday, in anfwcr to the fecond <tuer-' 
tion propofed the 19th, namely, that the 
duties which have hitherto bee.n v'A.d 
flrould continue to be fo, lo pre’.’trit dif- 
turbances, and embroiling our afp^ira 
with the country goverrimenl. 

tT/jf PrefidentP Ophnon. 

As X am of opinion Pne inland trade 
from place to place in the country, in 
articles of the produce of the country, ie 
not comprehended within the privi- 
leges of the Firmaun, and jconfequently 
that wc have no right to infill, or cxpedl; 
to carry it on cudom-frcc ; fo J think, if 
wc find' it' for our advantage to carry ii; 
' ' on, 
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^on, we,,muft be.fatisfied with the fame 
terms as other merchants, and. pay, the 
. eftablillied King’s duties at, every place, 
unlefs we can agree with , the Nabob for 
an equivalent. > , - ^ 

By all the informations I could get 
on this fubjedt, I find, that from this 
. place to Patna, the King’s duties are 
colledled on fait at fix different places, 
viz. , Hoogly, Moorfhedabad, or Ja- 
linghy, Rajemahl, Carrigola, Baugle- 
poor,' and finally, the dewannee duty upon 
the fales at Patna. 

.The amount of thefe, reckoned at 
the lowefi; of the feveral informations I 
took, was more than twenty-five rupees, 
per hundred maunds ; or if we reckon 
them at what is faid to be. the regular 
King’s duties, at every place where du- 
ties are colledted, that is, two and a half 
.per cent, the amount will be fifteen per 
cent.. 

On tobacco it appears, that both at 
D.acca and Luckypo'or they haye paid 
four anas per maund j \vhich, reckoning 


ithe 


. j . 
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"llie coft two rupees per malind, will 
turn out above twelve per cent. 

O N beetle-nut it appears, they have 
hitherto paid no duties j but for my part, 

I can conceive no other diflrinftion be- 
tween what ought to pay duties to the 
country government, and what not, but 
this of foreign trade ; that is, goods im- 
ported, and goods bought for exporta- 
tion j and inland trade, in articles of the 
produce of the country from place to 
place in the country j the firft of which, 
.being a Firmaun privilege, pays duties 
to the Company, and goes v/ith their 
duftuck the fccond, I undcrftand not 
to be a Firmaun privilege; it gocsfrorh 
place to place in the country, without 
paying any duties to the Company; and I 
think the government has as much right 
to their cuftom from us on fuch ti-aclc, 
as from other merchants. 

Upon the whole, I think nine per- 
• cent. ' on the prime coil of the goods a 
very c’afy and advantageous accommoda- 
tion for the Engl i (la dealers in this trade; 
and as the Nabob has confented to accept 

that, 
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tJiat, as an equivalent for all demands 
throughout the three provinces, I am 
of opinion, we fhould readily agree. to it, 
and obtain a confirmed right to what has 
hitherto been always difputed^ and I muffc 
add, .that I think it is. a taxiwhich the 
trade will well bear.* 

Reckonin.g. fait at eighty rupees per 
hundred maunds, which is a high price 
for the prime cofl, we fliall-pay only fe- 
vcn- rupees and a quarter per. hundred 
maunds. .With refped to the produce 
of the Company’s lands, I think the mer- 
chants who deal in that fhould pay cuf- 
toms equally with others, as they have 
always hitherto done to the country go- 
vernment, upon what has been carried 
up, the , country, and to the Company 
thernfelves upon what has been import- 
ed at Calcutta. . , . - 

A s to our right by former . grants to. 
coin in' the King’s mints, it , may be 
doubted, whether , the .grant to hold a •' 
mint ourfelves, does not fupercede the 
former ; but fuppofing it does not, .and 
that we have yet a right To coin -in the 
: . King’s 
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King’s mints, it is not with any parti- 
cular indulgence as to the rate of the 
coinage, but we mud pay the fame mint 
charses as other merchants.” 

It was no cafy matter to determine 
who were the majority, and what was 
their opinion ; but at length it was re- 
folved, tliat die majority of the Board 
were agreed, that two and a half per 
cent, on the rowana price, fliould be the 
eftabli filed cudom on fait j that the arti- 
cle of fait only diould pay a cudom to 
the country government, and this as a 
compliment, a favor, a confideration> 
not a right. 

I BELIEVE it will be hard to produce 
an indance like this, of a quedion of fo 
much coiifequence being determined, by 
fuch a drange confufion of voices ; and 
indeed nothing can be more abfurd than 
the determination itfelf j for if they were 
of opinion, the Mogul King’s Firmaun 
did convey fuch an unlimited extent to 
' our private trade, the point had better 
have been fettled at once, that nothing 

VoL, II. E e fiiould 
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fhoLiici be paid';' if on the' other; lliana, 
they began ' to perdelvef they had beeii 
hliflcd, aKd'- 'that the Firmaiin did not 
convey-' fucii ''aifitinlimitcd extent, then 
they' dibiild have rcfolvcd to carry it on- 
like' other merchants 5 or if they meant 
to go by former precedents; they fliould 
have paid fuch duties as had been paid 
before, ' 'hot' Only on fait, but tobacco 
likeivife.’ Upon the whole, ‘they neither 
■did'juftice to themfelves, nor to.the Nar 
bob, aiorjtof former cuflom ; but . made 
afl-arbitrafyirule, which any- majority of 
the Cohn cih may at any time, annul, and 
form another, wdth equal' right. , , - 
War 'EN m the , Council, defired- me to 
fettle a regulation of, the' private trade on 
a folid ' plan, either they meant to ac- 
knowledge ;forae rights in. the Nabob, 
or eife pretended to mean fo, purpofely 
to deceive me, and aggravate, , by this arr 
tifice, our dilputes with the government. 
If they had refolved to acknowledge no 
rights, they lliould have defired riie,,to 
declare to the Nabob, that he mufi; not 
attempt to reftraiii the Englifii.-pr :their 

gomaftahs. 
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gomaflahs, nor demand cuflom's of any 
kind, nor hinder' their carrying their 
trade in all articles to all corners of the 
country. If this was their rcfolution, I 
■fay, they fliould have declared it then, 
and I v/ould have endeavored to make 
the Nabob fubmit to it, until he could 
get redrefs from the court of diredors; 
but I believe the truth is, that the Coun- 
cil, at the time they defired me to fettle a 
plrai, and fent me the account of duties 
paid at Luckypoor for my guidance, did 
really mean to pay duties, and acknoav- 
Icrlue the Nabob’s rights, but other no- 
tions v.'crc infilled into them after"':,: is. 
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■letter ofs . the' 27t!h of December cont'ra- 
dids the former 5 but I could not ■ with- 
piit the gift^ 'of -'"prophecy ^'know, ' that 
they meant' nothing ky their* firh letter, 
and that they wbiild contradid'it by ano- 
ther, which was to reach me, after I had 
taken leave of the Nabob. . ' ' ■ ' 

• Mr . Has t in g at the confultation 
of the 2d of March,- delired leave to fay 
foniething further in explanation of that 
^ Article of his opinion, of the which 
related to the fetting proper bounds' 'of 
' authority between the government’s 
officers, and the 'Englilh -gomaftahs. 
This additional minute was as follows. 

'Mr. Haftings’r ikfz;zM/r of the'id ^M^ch. 

'<■' yN the confultation of yefterdayi it. 

' having been entered as the unani- 
mous opinion of the Board, with the lin- 
‘gle exception of myfelf, ' that the Eng- 
liffi gomaftahs fhould be fubjed to mo 
controul from the government j I 'mud: 
beg leave to fubjoin another argument 
•to what I have already faid^Upon"' the 

■ .‘'''‘'Tubjed, 
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fubjedt, ill'- favor of ;this fingularity rdf 
■fentiment.- i 
■ f I N. • all affairs relating, -to oiir connedi - 
oils with 1 the; couhtry/governmenti one 
objedt we fliould ever., keep, in view, as 
of the higheft importance to the future 
welfare of the Company. I mean, tho 
duration, of their acquifitions, and influ- 
ence in this country. V^hatever may 
ferVe to perpetuate and fix thcfe advan- 
tages, though attended with a prcfcnt 
. inconvenience, fhouldbe invariab]3^pur- 
'fued.: and whatever prefent or tcnipo- 
rary conveniencies have a tendency to de- 
ftroy them, or to change onr connedi- 
ons, ' fliould be for the fame reafon re- 
‘jededf An union between two powfers, 
which Hand in need .of each other’s af- * 
, fiftance, add whofe intcrefts agree, may 
endure for ages.: but where that mu- 
„ tual dependence is wanting, and their in- 
..ji terefts are perpetually clafliing, the great- 
r =eft; efforts of human wifdom wdl fcarce- 
ly be, able , to • unite them on any iolid 
y.., foundation. Such unfortunately .is, our 
; rfituatioh in our alliance with the Nabob. 

E e 3 His 
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Ilis power,' il"' properly fiippoHed, and 
a mutual confiderice'werc eftabli/Iied 'b'e- 
tween us," would indded afford iis the 
greateff bciiefft' and- fecurity. But the 
chief fource 'of difeord between us, arifes 
from the intricacy of our connedlions 
with him. Our lands (the lead; fubjedl 
indeed of contention, becaufe divided 
hy ’known and fixed boundaries) lie clofe 
to, aiid even in the midft of his. Our 
trade' is circulated through every, part of 
hi^ country, and our agents and depen- 
dents ' intimately blended with his 'fub- 
je(fts, without any bounds to mark but 
the extent of his authority, and bur own 
privileges.' '' ’ ■ 

It is now propofed to fix .fuch a li- ' 
mitation, by abfolving every perfo'n em- 
, ployed in our fervice from the jurifdic- 
tion of the government. This; it is true, 
will prevent their fuffering any bppref- 
fion, but it gives' them a' full' licence of 
■oppr effing' others ; firice whatever'erimes 
they may commit, the 'magiftrate ’muff 
patiently look oh; nor dare eveh'*tb’'de- 
fehd' the lives of properties of -the fiib- 
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leds entrufled'. to_ his, care, without, a 

•J I j'. - ' , ' ' ‘ j > : . . I' H , l. 1 '1:1 

violati!3nh9f jjour .rights^,^and^ privileges. . 
Such is the.-.expedient' propofed.for the 
fecurity; of our, trade, ^^niifor preferying 
the tranquility .of the country ! > ,r ’ 

Such a fyftem of governnient cannot 
, fail to create in the.minds.of the wretch- - 
ed inhabitants an abhorrence of the Eno-- 

■ > '/ Pi: 

lifh name' and authority; .and how.w.ill 
it be poflible for the Nabob, whilli he 
hears the cries of his people,, - which he 
cannot redrefs, not to wifli to free hirn- 
felf from an alliance, which fuhjeds,hini 
to fuch indignities.? , 

■ :I FORBEAR, at prefen t,. to. take notice- 
of the methods, which are to be, .em- 
ployed as checks of fuch a.licentioufnefs ; 
but" tlrall briefly , obferve, that if, the 
Chiefs of the.-fa(flories are to be made 
the judges in all caufes, in which their 
gomaflahs are concerned, whatever their 
integrity may be, or how unlDiaffed fo- 
eyer-their judgments ; yet fuch .is the 
infatuation of mankind (not Xq. fpeak.of 
Bengallees : alone) that in .ninety-nine 
cafes .out of an hund.red, , they willj-rai 
■ £04 ther 
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ther fubmit 1 to, oppreffion, tlian forfake 
their houfes, and travel^with a cfpwd 
of , witnefTes.ito i.the, neareft fad;6ry in 
qileft of juftice^ when they helieve their 
judge to be. interefted in the;fuit againft 
them as there will be few inftances, in 
\yhich it will not be in the power of the 
gomaflah to connedt his own frauds or 
rogueries with the intereft of his em- 
ployer, fo as to make it hazardous to 
chaftize him.” 

> * • ' ... 

, ..At . the ,fame confultation a letter was 
revived, from Dacca, . inclpfing a copy 
of one which Mahomed Alice, the col- 
ledtor there, had received from the I'Ja- 
bob, on the fubjedtof a complaint I had 
made of fome bales of cloth belonging 
to me haying been flopped. TheNabob 
reprimands Mahomed Alice, for not dif- 
tinguifliing between the foreign trade, 
which would go with a duftuck ; and 
the inland trade, which alone ;ivas. to 
pay, duties; and in the poftfcript, for- 
bids him to moleft any gomaftahs, or- to 
demand duties upon goods; which ihould. 
have the Company’s, or duftuck. I 
■ - .wrote 
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wrote to the Nabob immediately to ex- 
plaia to him, that one and the fame duf- 
tuck was ever ufed- for the Company’^ 
goods and mine, and all other' gentle- 
men’s in the fervice ; and' that his giv- 
ing a particular order in favour of my 
gomaftahs, was not what I expedted, 
but defired to fare like others ; artd that 
his exprefling any particular regard to 
my intereft, would only give, people ari 
opportunity of attempting to injure my 
reputation. The Nabob’s letter, and 
my addrefs to him on the fubjedt, are 
entered in the margin They are of 
• . . , ■ ' fb 

^ Copy of a letter from the Nabob to Mahomed 
Alice. 

'■ By a letter from the Governor I underftand, 

** that with regard to the merchandize of the coun-' 
try,' viz. tobacco, fait, beetle-nut, and dried filh, 

“ which at different places are purchafed and fold,' 

“ tho’ they want to pay 9 per cent, yet you are 
‘‘ defirous of flopping the bufmefs, and will not 
“ pay' any regard to it, but endeavour to interrupt 
“ trade; that you likewife demand duties on the . 
Company’s cloth, which has the Company’s duf- 
tuck, , and never was known to pay an '• duties.- 
” That C<^a Afkafuc, through the means of Coja 

“ Wanis, 
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fo. little conrcqucnccj that I Hiould not 
have fwcllcd this Narrative with them, 
blit. that, it will .appear in the feqiiel, 
that: Meflieurs'. Johnftone and . Hay did 
■ I really 

?*jWanl9j was -appointed to tranfaft the Governor’s 
private bufincfs at Dacca, and had, agreeably to 
the Company’s duftuck, provided thirty bales of 
“ cloth, W^cnty-cight of which he font before, and 
aftenrards the two others; but you intercepted 
“ them!, and demanded duties thereon ; and with- 
but feafon’demanded duties on cloths, and on the 
Gbtnpany’s purchafes, that before never paid 
« any.” 

•"‘The Governor and myfelf ha^'c agreed, that 
onithc Company’s exports and imports, having 
a' [ duftuck,, no duties fhall be demanded by any 
one,; and; whatever goods arc .purchafed .and fold 
within , this country, being the produce of this 
country, ihall .pay. 9 percent, at, the- place where 
they. are-bought. A copy of the , agreement I be- 
fore font. to you-; but it .is amazing you .will not 
pbferve the contents, but interrupt the Company’s 
goods. , . l^^ow J ftridlly order you to examine, well 
the. agreement,, and. a6l .according to it. You-are 
not.to make- any.jdemand on -goods at- any of the 
Company’s, places of trade, haying -the , Company’s 
duftucks ; but on whatever goods are .-purchafed, 
facing the, produce of the,country,(yo.u,are to .take 

o.per cent. :at> the pl.acewhpre-,they-are..purchafedj 

- • ,-i r, I > , I ji .j and 
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really^ make fuch- an attempt, although' 
X/did' nof fufpea it it that tithe.' / ■ > ' >; "■ 

- . ; T HE 4th “of March,* • Meffieurs Car^ 
tier, -■ J ohnftone- Hayp Senior, •' and ' Boltb 
• . ' joined 

and never in any refpefl; deviate frorri the agree- 
ment. "This "ftridily oTaferve; ' 

P. S. The Governor, writes, that you .impede 
the gomaftah .for his private huhnefs ; thcreis no 
mention of private or public in the agreement ; yet, 
fs he is my true friend, I now write, .that .if.thc 
faid gomaftah has the Company’-s or the Governors 
duftuck, you are not to impede him. 

ExtraQ .of .a Letter from the Governor /c, fir Nabob, 

. The Chief of Dacca fent me the copy of a letter 
■•wrote by you to Mahomed Alice Beg, in which he 
'is ftridtly charged to take cuftoms according to rty 
agreement; and (although there is no diftindlion of 
perfons mentioned in the agreement, yet,' as 'I have 
a proper' friendfhip for you) not to - interrupt the 
gbmaftahs employed in my trade, who fti'all be pro- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. The 
regulations contained in that letter, or agreement of 
mine, which I wrote in anfwer to yourperwannab, 
in order, to put an end to the difputes between your 
people' and the Englifli gomaftahs, cannot noW take 
place'; becaiife that^ through the injurious beha- 
, viouf of- Mahomed' Alice Beg, and Syed jelaul 
3odaiy, andfthe^'o'ther oJEcers of the fircar, greater 

difturbances 
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joined; in a rcprefentation . to. ; the ; Board, 
.q£ .obftr.u<3:ions; they, met within their 
.private trade at.Rahgamettee. r .The in- 
juries complained of were fuch, . as re- 
quired:; immediate redrefs ; it was re- 
folved therefore to fend a party of fee- 
poys to feize the fougedar, and free the 
bufinefs which was flopped. 

This was followed by a like com- 
plaint from Patna, of their opium buh- 
nefs being obflru£led at Bahar, and du- 
ties demanded j but it concluded with 
advifing, that they fliould fend a party of 
feepoys to protedl their gomaflahs. 

And 

diftmbances have arifen than, ever.- This I have 
already acquainted you with. You • order Mahomed 
Alice not to interrupt .atiy trade'which-fiiall he pro- 
vided with my duftuck, or the Company’s. All 
the duftucks granted, either for m'y goods, or other 
gentlemen’s, are the Company’s, and the fame 
which have ever been eftablilhed. I reprefented to 
you, that no interruption muft be given to the trade 
of the Englilh, and did not fpeak of my own in 
particular; becaufe my bufinefs, and that of other 
■gentlemen, is on the fame footing ; and the dif- 
tindlion you make in my favour, can only gain me 
an ill name. 
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And the fame day a general' refolu- 
tion was taken, concerning the difpiites 
which might happen in. future between 
the officers of the country government; 
and our gomaftahs, to the following 
purport. 


End of Vol. II. 




